











Foreign Service Link

Photos Needed

Foreign Service Journal staff members are
working on an issue about the Foreign Service
experience in Vietnam. They are seeking photo-
graphs of civilian FSOs in Vietham—working
with Vietnamese, interacting with U.S. and
ARVN military, giving press briefings, walking
through villages, rice paddies and jungles ... the
full gamut.

If you have photos you are willing to lend
the FSJ, send an email message to journal@afsa.

org:

OBC Schedules
Courses

The Overseas Briefing Center offers the
following courses over the next couple of
months, Many of these take place on evenings
or Saturdays. For more information, call the OBC
at 703-302-7276 or email FSIOBCInfoCenter

1@5 tate.gov.

February
12 - Emergency Medical Care and Trauma
Workshop

Learn emergency care lechniques that conld save a life

16 - Going Overseas—ILogistics for Adults
Learn the “nuts and bolts” of planning an international
move (also March 18)

26 - Protocol and U.S. Representation Abroad
Receive practical training on diplomatic protocol

March

11 - Communicating across Cultures
Explore ways to bridge the cultural communication gap

17 - Realities of Foreign Service Life
What is Foreign Service life really like?

18 - Going Overseas for Adults without
Children
The psychological impact of moving abroad

18 - Going Overseas for Families with Children
Discuss the personal side of preparing for overseas life

18 - Going Overseas—Logistics for Children
Children plan their moves in groups meeting according to

age —

Thrift Savings
Plan Changes

(continued from page one)

Asian countries. These are both considered
“high-risk, high-reward” funds.

From the origin of the TSP in 1989
through 1998, the compounded annual rate of
return for the C-fund was 19.1%; for the F-fund,
9%; for the G-fund, 7.3%; for the equivalent of
the S-fund, 15.1%; and for the Barclays EAFE
Index (to be the I-fund), 5.5%. To quote the
stock prospectus mantra, “Past results are no
guarantee of future performance.” Several years
ago, small-caps recorded the highest gains; this
year, technology funds and those specializing in
Japan spectacularly outperformed other catego-
ries.

Another change in October will permit
daily transfers for the first ime. Presently trans-
actions are processed only once a month, mak-
ing “timing the market” a real impossibility. In
any case, experts discourage frequent transfers
of money from one fund to another. Consider
the fact that, although the C-fund returned
20.95% over the past year, some months ithad a
negative return. Taking your money out when
the returns are low and getting back in when the
returns are high makes it very likely that you will
miss the brief but significant periods of gain
among the longer periods of stability or loss.
Create a strategy that corresponds to your toler-
ance for risk and your time to retirement and try
to stick with it, regardless of day-to-day changes
in the financial market.
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“The Global
Community
of Women"”

The Women's Center
{in Northern Virginia)
annpunces its 15'
annual Leadership
Conference on
Saturday, March 1,
from9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
with a focus on “The
Global Community of
Women.”

Speakers will include:
Candice Carpenter,
CEO, iVillage, a leading
wamen's [nternet
service; Jim Lehrer,
Executive Director/
Anchor of The News
Hour with Jim Lehrer;
Gwen Ifill, PBS Host
of Washington Week
in Review; Eleanor
Clift, Contributing
Editor, Newsweek;
Diane Rehm, National
Public Radio; Karen
Jurgenson, Editor,
USA Today; and Betty
Friedan, woman's
rights activist, author
and founder of the
National Organization
of Women.

Those interested in
attending or
volunteering should
leave their names and
telephone numbers on
the Leadership
Conference Hotline:
703-281-4928, axt.
333,

or her many voluntary contributions,
Susan Summers, also a regional
medical officer, has been designated

a winner of the 1999 AAFSW/Secretary of
State’s Award for Outstanding Volunteerism.

Assistance to the Moroccan Community

In the summer of 1998, Operation Smile
was i1 Morocco to perform free surgery on Mo-
roccan children with craniofacial deformities.
Over 100 children and their families came to
Rabat from all over the country. The Children’s
Hospital provided them with a place to stay, but
did not provide meals—which many of the chil-
dren and their families were unable to afford.
When Susan heard of the need, she immediately
mobilized the support of members of the em-
bassy, USAID, and Peace Cotps community. By
dinnertime the same day a full meal was served.
Through Susan’s efforts, community members
contributed funds, donated food, and served
meals to the families for three days.

Based on her experiences, Susan found that
people were interested in volunteering, but needed
assistance in locating opportunities. She became
involved with a project designed to increase vol-
unteer activity in the American community. She
contacted over 30 Moroccan organizations to de-
termine their needs for volunteers. At the time
of her nomination, Susan was working on a clear-
inghouse of information on Moroccan charitable
otganizations and potential Moroccan and Ameri-
can volunteers. With this clearinghouse, she
planned to maintain contact with Moroccan or-
ganizations, keep track of ongoing volunteer
projects, promote communication and interaction
among charity organizations, and recruit volun-
teers for ongoing projects. Her intention was to
increase volunteer activity within the American
community and to promote volunteerism in the
Moroccan community and cooperation among
Moroccan charity organizations.

Susan regularly volunteers her time at a de-
tention center for girls in Casablanca. Many of
the girls at the detention center were picked up
from the street. Their situations include

Volunteer Link
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escaping abusive parents or forced prostitution.
Susan provides free medical examinations to these
girls and young women. Some of them are AIDS
patients with little access to medical treatment.
Susan is very sensitive and engaging with these
women, many of whom have suffered physical
abuse and are very fearful of medical examina-
ton.

Assistance to the American Community

Susan has generously donated her time to
community organizations, including the local Girl
Scout troup. Although her daughter is too young
to be a Gitl Scout, Susan has shown the concern
and initiative to volunteer as a leader, then as an
admunistrator for the troop, which includes both
American and Moroccan children. She has helped
the American Women’s Association in Rabat by
giving presentations on health issues, covering
topics including menopause and coronary heart
disease.

Susan has also aided many Americans in
crisis who presented themselves at the embassy.
Once a woman turned herself in at the embassy
with two small children and no proof of citizen-
ship, claiming she was wanted for a crime in the
US. Withbut hesitation, Susan took the woman
and her children to her residence and made sure
they were all fed and bathed, taking care of them
until the Embassy substantiated the woman’s
claim of citizenship and helped her find alterna-
tive accommodations. When an American woman
suffering from domestic abuse showed up at the
Embassy, Susan gave her a place to stay.

The over 100 Peace Corps volunteers in
Morocco often travel to Rabat from their sites
around the country. Susan has “adopted” many
Peace Corps volunteers and makes her residence
available to them as a “home away from home.”

Susan’s many contributions to the Moroc-
can and American communities have made her
an outstanding example of volunteerism in
Rabat’s American, Moroccan, and international
communities. AAFSW is pleased to name her a
winner of the 1999 Volunteerism Award.




We will start our year 2000 pro-
grams with an outstanding woman,
Wilhelmina Holladay (known to most as
“Billie”),who is the founder, present board
chair, and president emeritus of the National
Museum of Women in the Arts. She and her husband, Wallace, became
interested in women artists more than 20 years ago when they discovered
that women artists were virtually excluded from important art reference
texts and were seldom included in museum collections. The Holladays de-
cided to remedy this oversight by creating a collection focusing on the con-
tributions of women to the history of art from the Renaissance to the present.

This interest finally led to the establishment of a museum in 1987,
after a Renaissance Revival-style building was acquired and renovated. The
museum building was designed by Waddy Wood in 1907 as a Masonic temple
and is located just two blocks from the White House on the corner of
Thirteenth Street and New York Avenue.

The nucleus of the NMWA’ permanent collection is the Holladay’s
donation of more than 400 works by 150 women artists from 16 countries.
Since its opening, the museum has received many gifts, including over 1,000
works of art. The collection now includes paintings, drawings, sculpture,
pottery, prints, books, and photographs. The NMWA Library and Research
Center maintains an extensive collection of catalogues from exhibitions by
women and more than 12,000 archival files'on women artists, which serve
as a resource to scholars from all over the world.

The success of the endeavor has rested upon Mrs. Holladay’s ability
to marshall financial resources from numerous sources. The museum has
481 founding members, who each contributed $5,000, and more than 100
corporate donors. The museum’s membership
exceeds 80,000, from 50 states and 25 countries,
making it one of the largest museums in the world
in membership support.

The prestige and success of the museum is
due to “a woman with the energy and foresight

to exert her influence at important levels in Ameri-
can soclety,” wrote Susan Stiles Dowell in South-

ern Accents, May-June 1989. Dowell quoted Mrs. | Telephone:

Program
Wilbelmina ]ﬂ')fﬁzofay
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| Name (as you wish it on name tag):
i Social Security Number:

served on the staff of the National Gallery of
Art from 1957-1959. She was director of the
Holladay-Tyler Printing Corporation from 1982-
86, and presently serves as the president of the
Holladay Foundation and Director of the Inte-
rior Design Division of the Holladay Corpora-
tion, Washingfon.

Mrs. Holladay’s wide interests have led her
to serve on the boards of the International Stu-
dent House and the National Women’s Economic
Alliance, and as a trustee of the United States
Capitol Historical Society. She also serves on the
Professional Design Advisory Committee at
Mount Vernon College, the National Advisory
Council of the Girl Scouts of the US.A., and the
YWCA World Service Council.

She has been a trustee for the Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art (1980-1990), chairman of the Board
of Adams National Bank, and was a member of
the Council of the Folger Library and the Mayor’s
Blue Ribbon Committee for Promotion of the
Arts and Economic Development.

Mrs. Holladzy will give us an exciting talk—
with slides—about a unique museum at our next
program, February 8 at 10 a.m. in the Benjamin
Franklin Room at the main State Depastment.

Barbara Gorden, Program Chair

Reservations Contact: Pearl Richardson, 202-265-3301 or the AAFSW Office, 202-362-6514

r—_--—_------------------1
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Holladay as saying, “We are proving beyond doubt
that there 1s an additional dimension to the his-

i Name(s) of Guest(s) with SSN:

|

tory of art.”

Mrs. Holladay graduated from Elmira Col-
lege and did post-graduate studies in art history |
at the University of Paris (1953-54) and the Uni- |
versity of Virginia (1960-61). She worked as an
executive secretary for Howard Ludington and
the Chinese Embassy following World War IT and

Please send form, with check made out to AAFSW ($6 per person)
to: AAFSW Reservations, 5125 MacArthur Blvd NW, Suite 36,
Washington, DC 20016.

| No refunds can be made or reservations accepted after February 1.
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8 Officers

President:
Mette Beecroft
Tel: 301-320-7698
Fax: 301-320-0963
Email: beec@erols.com
Vice President:
Susan Tyson
Tel: 703-573-6767
Email: sgtyson@aol.com
Secretary:
Mary Houdek
Tel: 703-534-4761
Treasurer:

Housing Desk:
Doris Reddington
Tel: 301-229-5238

Community Relations:

Olivia Brown
Tel: 202-966-3238
Fax: 202-362-3221
Legislative AFSA
Liaison:

Patricia Ryan
Tel: 202-966-7696
Fax: 202-362-1716
Membership:

Terri Williams
Tel: 703-787-8877
Fax: 703-787-8878
Program:

Barbara Gordon
Tel: 202-338-0176
Public Relations:

Lesley Dorman
Tel: 202-484-3497

Committee Chairs

Archivist:
Virginia Moore
Tel: 301-530-5902
Authors’ Round Table:
Valerie Morris
Tel: 703-370-7361
Email: taftmorris@aol.com
Awards|Recognition:
Claire M. Bogosian
Tel: 301-590-2544
Evacuee Support
Network:
Susan 1yson
Tel: 703-573-6767
Email: sgtyson@aol.com
Foreign-Born Spouses:
Chris Zarr
Tellfax: 301-229-7218
Email: JZarr@aol.com
French Group:
Christel McDonald
Tel: 703-525-9755
Italian Group:
Jane Biltchik
Tel: 202-363-2581
Newsletter:
Jan Fischer Bachman
Tel/fax: 703-280-2798
Email: janfb@kreative.net
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5125 MacArthur Bivd., NW

Suite #36

Washington, DC 20016
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Playgroup:
Anne Sullivan
Tel: 703-359-6955
Email: sully8@ix.netcom.
com
Oral History:
Jewell Fenzi
Tel: 202-387-4024
Email: jfenzi@aol.com
Scholarship:
Joan Sitnik Walsh
Tel: 703-319-2110
Senior Living:
Marguerite Anderson
Tel: 301-652-5433
Website:
Melissa Hess, Editor
Email: brayerm@yahoo.com
Kelly Midura,
Webmistress
Email: kbmidura@yahoo.com
Women in Transition:
Nancy Longmyer
Tel: 703-532-4694
Writers' Group:
Lucile Klontz
Tel: 202-686-1820
Sally Montenari
Tel: 703-765-7163

Neighborhood Network

D.C. Arlington

Richard Nugent Joan Deason
Tel: 202-686-4152 Tel: 703-241-8914

Kay Branaman Eakin, Patricia Telkins
Tel: 202-863-2317 Tel: 703-534-6759
Maryland Burke
Bethesda Margaret Teich

Nancy Cylke Tel: 703-250-5099
Tel: 301-365-1740 Centreville

Barbara Reese

Tel: 301-951-4328

Bethesda (Mass Ave.)
Chris Zarr

Tel: 301-229-7218

Virginia

Alexandria
Maryagnes Kerr

Tel: 703-329-6217

Main Office

Dffice Manager

Margaret Teich
5125 MacArthur Blvd.,
Suite 36
Washington, DC 20016
Tel: 202-362-6514
Fax: 202-362-6589
Email: aafsw@erols.com
Website: www.aafsw.org

Amelia Mansfield
Tel: 703-968-8611
Fairfax

Jan Fischer Bachman
Tel: 703-280-2798
Vienna

Susan Scott
Tel: 703-759-0724

Joan Sitnik Walsh
Tel: 703-319-2110

Housing Desk

Room 1254, State Dep't
Tel: 202-647-3573/3086

Bookroom

Room 1524, State Dep't
Tellfax: 202-223-5796
Manager: Robin Jones
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