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“Direct” from Moscow: President Clinton holds Lisa Matthews’ son as she
accepts her recent AAFSW Outstanding Volunteerism award.

Was the Mayflower an American Carrier?

"] 'nis Thanksgiving, take a closer look

at the people we call “Pilgrims”: there is
much to be thankful for as we consider
these early “Foreign Service officers”
and their families.

William Bradford wrote in 1608, “Be-
ing thus constrained to leave their na-
tive soil and country, their lands and liv-
ings, and all their friends and familiar ac-
quaintance, it was much; and thought
marvelous by many. But to go into a
country they knew not but by hearsay,
where they must learn a new language
and get their livings they knew not how,
it being a dear place and subject to the
miseries of war, it was by many thought
an adventure almost desperate; a case
intolerable and a misery worse than
death.” Sound familiar?

We see the indispensable Foreign
Service National in the descriptions of
Samoset, an Algonkian Sagamore from
Maine: “He became profitable to them
in acquainting them with many things
concerning the state of the country in
the east parts where he lived... as also

of the people here, of their names, num-
ber and strength, of their situation and
distance from this place, and who was
chief amongst them.” (Which agency
hired him?7?)

We find - self-appointed, perhaps -
diplomats who gave “long orations” and
negotiated treaties. An unofficial Com-
merce Department promoted the bea-
verskin trade. Agriculture approved the
appropriation of Indian corn. Long dis-
cussions ensued about which post to
choose, babies were born at sea, and
complaints emerged regarding avail-
able schooling.

There are great differences, howev-
er, which can inspire us to lay aside the
rational discontent which keeps us
working for change, in order to count our
comparative blessings. Here are some
items to appreciate this Thanksgiving:

1. Religious freedom. The reason
the Pilgrims decided to emigrate was
because they “were hunted and perse-
cuted on every side...For some were

(See Pilgrims, page 5)

Hot Topics

Reader Objects to FSI
Training Payment Proposal

Dear AAFSW News:

The FSI proposal to charge spouse
participants’ agencies for training at
OBC is an old idea rearing its ugly head
again. When this emerged in the
1980’s, our OBC staff was able to stop
it. Several training directors of other
agencies admitted that spouse training
would be last on their list of priorities and
that they were unlikely to fund it.

Allowing only some members of the
Foreign Service community to be pre-
pared for overseas living will create
problems at posts abroad. When only
one part of the community has access
to information, all suffer. Ask the hos-
tage family members about their fight to
get information that we as AAFSW vol-
unteers included in the AAFSW RAF
workshop (which OBC later incorporat-
ed into its schedule).

Charging spouses’ agencies is a dan-
gerous step backward. Will the next
stop be to charge for post information
and other courses at OBC?

FSI can add a small administrative
charge for the training of all agencies’
employees which will cover the OBC
costs. By doing that, the fragmentation
and demoralization of our community
can be avoided.

People who make up budgets often
have not served in embassies or con-
sulates and are more interested in neat

(See Training Protest, page 5)
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BOOKFAIR FAMILY NIGHT

October 13, 1995

Secretary of State Warren Christopher opens
BOOKFAIR95, watched by numerous volunteers.

Behind the scenes:(back to front) Joan Zerolis, Olivia
Brown and Sue Spock crunch numbers.

Bookroom Assistant Manager Paul Crampton handles a . 5
last-minute complication. Quick cashiers keep the long lines of eager buyers moving.




4  AAFSW News

My Turn &

Curtains, Cooks and Careers: Accepting our Diversity

A jabot is:

A) a character from the Star Wars
movies

B) a member of a vanishing ethnic
group from the Himalayan mountains

C) a colloquial word for a person who
talks too much

D) a kind of curtain

Be careful of your answer. This sim-
ple test may be very revealing!

If your answerwas A), you are not as
young as you think - the first of those
films is almost 20 years old!

If you answered B), you have been in
the Foreign Service too long - but have
obviously never served in Asia.

If you chose C), did you know that the
word “gullible” is not in the dictionary??

If you answered D), you are probably
a Martha Stewart Living fan. This is
supposed to be the correct answer, but
| have my doubts. My handy-dandy dic-
tionary (it was new in the fifth grade -
and even had a cover once!) indicates
that this word comes from the French
word for bird’s crop, which is not to say
that curtains are for the birds! (Although
that might be the official Foreign Service
position, considering the efforts some
families must make to try to convince
officials that it is necessary to have
some kind of protection from the eager
watchman’s gaze - if he is awake, but
that is another matter entirely). The long
and the short of it (and, from what [ un-
derstand, a jabot is very short indeed)
is that homemaking has become a com-
petitive sport.

There are now more ways to drape
your windows than you could possibly
have panes. Stranger still, people ac-
tually talk about them at social events.
An astounding number of new books
end with a recipe section, as though
every reader must surely be a budding
chef with access to fresh lemon grass,
vellow pear tomatoes and giant pump-
kins. (Please, don't tell me that | can
“easily” grow my own!)

It is no longer enough to just safely
give birth to your children and try to
make sure that they do not eat too many
electrical cords before they are old
enough to want curly hair. There is now

a “Comfy Keyboard” so that you can
introduce your child to computers before
she is two - and Washington parents, at
least, are fighting to enroll their 18-
month-olds in the “right” schools for fear
that they will miss the train and end up,
well, sewing jabots for faster-track
homemakers.

The positive aspect to competitive
housekeeping is that it is now consid-
ered acceptable to be “into” your home
and family - preferably if your children
are snacking on sun-dried tomatoes,
and you are busy refinishing your own
16th century antiques!

In the past, the Foreign Service only
allowed married women to be “Super-
Wives”. Now there is a tremendous di-
versity amongst Foreign Service family
members: they may focus on career,
business, family, homemaking, volun-
teer work, hobbies or anything else
under the sun. Instead of resenting this
diversity, and belittling those unlike our-
selves who “selfishly” focus on their own
work and refuse to volunteer or “foolish-
ly” concentrate on assisting their hus-
bands or wives without a salary, why
not appreciate the uniqueness of each
person and set of circumstances?

Why is the respect given to a person
who has spent a lifetime working for a
salary different than the respect given
to someone who has made great efforts
without ever receiving a paycheck?
Why is one considered competent and
the other noble? Martha Stewart is paid
large sums of money for demonstrating
how to make pies and plan parties. Why
is she esteemed above the senior For-
eign Service spouse who does the
same thing without a team of designers
and researchers?

Perhaps we can be the leaders in
promoting a world where you are NOT
what you earn (Is Madonna more im-
portant to the world than Mother Tere-
sa?) - and where every effort at excel-
lence is admired, whether it is an ex-
quisite pastry, an ingenious business
proposal or a loving household which is
not quite chaotic in spite of four moves,
three lost boxes, two children and one
wet dog.

—dJan Fischer Bachman

November 1995

Dear Friends in AAFSW,

As a long-time AAFSW member, | am
happy to have the opportunity to serve
the Foreign Service community in my
new capacity as Employment Program
Coordinator with the Family Liaison Of-
fice. | am stepping into a long tradition
of advocacy for family member employ-
ment and career planning at a time of
some uncertainty in the Foreign Affairs
agencies. As always, skilled family
members have much to offer toward
fulfilling the mission of the Department
both at home and abroad.

Working at FLO completes a circle for
me. As a Foreign Service spouse of 28
years, | served as the CLO Coordinator
in Brazil, program assistant and trainer
at the Overseas Briefing Center, and
teacher, trainer and volunteer abroad.
My husband and | just returned from
three years in Athens where he served
as Public Affairs Officer with USIA. We
have two grown children living in Tex-
as. | have first-hand experience in life
on the move with all its unique frustra-
tions and opportunities.

| look forward to an active liaison with
AAFSW as new employment initiatives
are developed and existing programs
are strengthened. Watch for noontime
networking lunches to resume soon. If
you have suggestions for discussion
topics, please call me at the Family Li-
aison Office, 202-647-1076.

Judy Ikels
Employment Pregram Coordinator
Family Liaison Office

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Piyawan C. Kovach
Rachel Ehrendreich

Pamela Stratton
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Pilgrim Story Highlights Modern Blessings

(Continued from page 1)

taken and clapped up in prison, others
had their houses beset and watched
night and day, and hardly escaped their
hands...” - all because of their religious
practices and beliefs. This very perse-
cution helped establish the importance
the U.S. places on religious freedom.
Take time to give thanks!

2. Diplomatic Immunity. On the Pil-
grims’ first journey, to Leyden in the
Netherlands, some of the women were
captured by the authorities, while trying
to reach their husbands aboard ship.
Bradford describes their plight: “...they
were hurried from one place to another
and from one justice to another, till in the
end they knew not what to do with them;
for to imprison so many women and
innocent children for no other cause
(many of them) but that they must go
with their husbands, seemed to be un-
reasonable and all would cry out of
them. And to send them home
again was as difficult; forthey
alleged, as the truth was, x= [~
they had no homes to go ./
to, forthey had either sold ||
or otherwise disposed of ‘&
their houses and livings.”
The families were eventual-
ly released, “for all were wearied
and tired with them.” We normally could
not be arrested for attempting to follow
our spouses!

3. Family: Some complete families
were amongst the Pilgrims, but in other
cases the wife, some or all of the chil-
dren stayed behind. These families
were not reunited for years - or ever, in
some cases. We may not always trav-
el at the same time, and sometimes our
spouses must take temporary duty as-
signments away from us, but mostly we
can be together - or at least visit a time
or two each year.

4. Airtravel. Itis terrifying for some
of us, and inconvenient for others, but
maost pilots do not happily report at the
end of a flight, “There died but one of the
passengers.” The Mayflower took 63
days to cross the Atlantic. Even those
who remember reaching assignments
by boat have probably never suffered
such a long, uncornfortable journey.

5. Paid travel. The Pilgrims found
themselves short of cash and ended up
having to sell their provisions - includ-
ing about 4,000 pounds of butter! - in
order to pay their passage. In a joint
letter, they described the results: “We
are in such a strait at present, as we are
forced to sell away £60 worth of our pro-
visions to clear the haven, and withal to
put ourselves upon great extremities,
scarce having any butter, no oil, not a
sole to mend a shoe, nor every man a
sword to his side, wanting many mus-
kets, much armour, etc. “ This was part
of the reason so many of them died
during their first winter in Plymouth.
Hurrah for travel orders!

6. CLOs and sponsors. Here Brad-
ford speaks: “Being thus passed the
vast ocean, and a sea of
troubles before in their
preparation...they had
now no friends to wel-
come them nor inns to
entertain or refresh their
weatherbeaten bodies;
no houses or much less

& seek for succour.” They
L had to build their own

homes and beds before
they could leave the Mayflower, even
though land was finally in sight. Thank
goodness for temporary housing and
welcome Kkits!

7. Health. Only five of the 18 wives
who made that famous jouney survived
the first winter. Four entire families were
extinguished.

In spite of these tragedies, the Pil-
grims had a three-day feast after their
first harvest, with over 90 of their Indian
allies. They were still to suffer much
hunger, disease and deprivation, but for
a brief period, they left aside pessimis-
tic thoughts of the present and future.

Happy Thanksgiving, modern-day
pilgrims!

All quotations are taken from Of Ply-
mouth Plantation 1620-1647 by William
Bradford, in this case from the 1952
edition by Samuel Eliot Morison, Alfred
A. Knopf, Inc., New York.

Training Proposal Panned
(Continued from page 1)

categories than in the ability of families
to be effective members of our Foreign
Service community. | think AAFSW
should fight hard to prevent this frag-
mentation of our community. Other-
wise, we will be fighting again to have
any spouse training, as we did in the
‘60's, ‘70's and ‘80’s. If FSI wins this
battle, then the OBC should put as
much RAF information into the SOS
seminar as possible.
Why does AAFSW no longer have a
liaison committee with FSI?
Sincerely,
Jean W. German
Former OBC Director, AAFSW
volunteer and State Department
retiree spouse

Neighborhood Networks
Begin to Organize

In the fortnight since the publication
of our October newsletter, we have
found seven neighborhood volunteers
to answer your calls in Falls Church,
Fairfax, Burke, Alexandria, Oakton,
Annapolis and Bethesda. We will pub-
lish all the details next month when we
have a full roster of phone connections
for you.

Chris Zarr
AAFSW President

Support Group Returns

Were you recently divorced? Are you
going through another kind of difficult
adjustment? Anyone whe is going
through a period of change will welcome
the return of the “Women in Transition”
group.

In the past, the group served as a sup-
port for people with specific needs, par-
ticularly for those who had gone through
adivorce. Members sponsored special
speakers on topics ranging from man-
aging teenagers to finances, as well as
other activities.

For more information, or to contribute
your ideas and assistance, please call
Nancy Longmyer, 703-532-4694, pref-
erably in the morning.
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AAFSW Oral History

= Collection

Thanksgiving is a good time to think about the annual Oral History Tea, held Sept.
26. It was a celebration of over 70 years of Foreign Service life, a time for rejoicing
in spite of the many obstacles family members have faced. Forthe next few months,
we will take a look at some events from the lives of those whose transcripts were
presented at the tea. Many thanks to Fam Stratton for helping to select the mate-
rial for this month’s column, and to Esther Snow, who kindly sent me a copy of her

notes from the tea.

Ruth Clement married J. Max Bond in

1931 in Louisville, Kentucky, her birth-
place. Thirteen years later, the couple
entered the Foreign Service, serving with
AID in Haiti, Liberia, Afghanistan, Tuni-
sia, Sierra Leone, Malawi and Washing-
ton, D.C. from 1944 to 1966. Ineach one
of these places, Ruth Clement Bond
worked to organize women.

At the Tea, she vividly described one
of the most touching moments in her life.
Afghan peasant women walked down
from the mountains each day, past her
house. One day, all of the women
stopped and, without a word, one of them
presented her with a basket of produce.

Ruth Bond's quilt work appeared in an
exhibition at the American Craft Muse-
um in New York City from Oct. 20, 1994
to Feb. 26, 1995. She describes some
of her quilting experiences in the follow-
ing excerpt from her transcription.

“When my husband was called back to
head a mission the Government was
sending to the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity, | found there was no college down
there that | could attend to continue work-
ing on my Ph.D., so instead | set about
organizing the women whose husbands
were working on the TVA dam and who,
for really the first time, were getting a lot
of cash. They were buying pianos with
cash, and they couldn’t get them into
their cottages! These country women
were buying things they didn't need, yet
weren’t fixing up their houses.

“| decided to start a program called
‘home beautification’. We got donations
from the cook in the dormitories, such as
sacks he didn’t need, which we dyed.
We'd have one TVA room in each cot-

tage, and the women made curtains for - gyih Bond receives a copy of her interview transcript from the Oral History Collection

it, wove some beautiful rugs, made new

quilt patterns — our first quilt we called
‘Black Power’. That was a pun, of
course, TVA being about power. The
first quilt showed a bolt of lightning sig-
nifying power, held in the hand of a black
worker. | gave the quilters the material
cutouts and selected the colors. | never
learned to quilt, but | made and cut the
patterns and made the designs for them.

“Some people say this [was the origin
of the term ‘black power’]. The only thing
| was trying to say was that things were
opening up for the blacks in the South.
The first student interns in the Authority
came from many of the black colleges
like Fisk and Tennessee State.”

As accusations of racism flood the so-
called “post-O.J. Simpson” public arena,
it is refreshing to consider the example
of Ruth Clement Bond, who also served
as student advisor for the African Amer-
ican Institute and helped revitalize the Af-
rican-American Women's Association in
Washington, D.C.

AT

Attention: Spouses of State/
AID/ACDA/USIA

Do you have an interesting story to tell
about your life in the Foreign Service?
Would your experiences be helpful to
others who research the collection?
Call, write or fax AAFSW to arrange for
an interview!

Pamela Stratton
Oral History Collection Manager

Project Seeks New Writer

The AAFSW Oral History Collection
and the AAFSW News would like to find
a new writer/editor for the monthly Oral
History column on a voluntary basis.

The job entails selecting appropriate
material, with the help of the Collection
Manager; contacting the relevant people
for their approval; and producing the col-
umn in time to meet monthly deadlines.

This is a fascinating task for someone
who likes to write and wishes to keep
attention focused on the amazing tales
of Foreign Service spouses.

For more information, please contact
the newsletter editor (see page 2).
Thank you!

Coffee, Tea or - You!

If you are planning to attend a Gener-
al Meeting, why not call Pearl Richard-
son at 202-265-3301 and volunteer to
pour tea or coffee? Your assistance in
this simple task will be a great help!

Director,Jewell Fenzi, while Butler Franklin looks on with smiling approval.
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PROGRAM

Walter S. Symonds: A
Personal Encounter with
Saudi Arabia and its People

Saudi Arabia has in its almost 75 years
of independence emerged from a prim-
itive desert kingdom to be a major factor
in Middle Eastern and world affairs. This
is due primarily to its location and re-
sources, and its control of Mecca — the
focal religious center for some one billion
faithful followers of Islam.

However, there still remains a certain
“desert curtain” to keep Western peoples
from having too much influence on its so-
ciety, religion or government. Diplomats,
foreign businessmen, technocrats, edu-
cators, et al, are restricted in their move-
ments and activities within the country,
while tourism is strongly discouraged.

Our speaker, Walter Symonds, and his
wife, Mildred, proved to be the rare ex-
ceptions. They spent eleven years in
Saudi Arabia from 1975 to 1986: Walter
as the resident architect of a Houston
firm contracted by the Saudi government
for the expansion and development of
the King Fahd University of Petroleum
and Minerals in Dhahran, and Mildred as
an English teacher at the Saudi Arabian
International School where she came in
contact with some one thousand stu-
dents. Both were permitted to travel
anywhere in the country.

These were the years of intense mod-
ernization of the country under the lead-
ership of King Fahd and “the new Saudi
generation” of young men (and a few
women) with university degrees who
were using and developing the new tech-
nologies necessary to maintain and ad-
vance their country into the twenty-first
century.

Walter's immense respect for this “new
Saudi generation” and the work accom-
plished during his tenure (which is still
continuing) fed him to write a book: Jebel
Dhahran and the New Saudi Generation
- A Personal Encounter. His book opens
an important door to understanding the

Reservations Contact: Pearl Richardson Phone: 202-265-3301

[ Tuesday, November 21, 1995
Benjamin Franklin Room
8th Floor, State Department

10:00 a.m.
Name
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Date of Birth OR Social Security Number

present-day people and leadership of
Saudi Arabia.

Walter Symonds, who will be coming
from his home in Houston to speak to us,
feels it is essential for the present and
future relations of our two countries to
overcome some of the misconceptions
that Americans have of Saudi Arabia and
its people.

Many of Walter's Saudi and American
friends will be with us, including a top
diplomat from the Saudi Embassy, who
will comment and answer questions
along with Mr. Symonds, who has also
agreed to autograph your copies of his
book after the lecture/discussion.

New Member? yes _ no

NOTE: BRING A VALID PHOTO I.D. (OR CURRENT BUILDING PASS) FOR ENTRY TO STATE DEPARTMENT.

Reservations accepted in the order CHECKS are received. Please send form, with check made out to AAFSW ($5 per
member, $5 per guest), to AAFSW reservations, 5125 MacArthur Blvd, NW, Suite #36 Washington, DC, 20016 Phone
202-362-6514. REMINDER: Special permission granted members and guests to enter the Dept. of State building is

|
l
|
I
|
I
I
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I
I
I
|
|

I
I
|
I
I
I
Phone :
I
|
I
I
I
|
|
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Applications Available for
AAFSW Adult Scholarship

A new AAFSW Continuing Education
scholarship will be awarded in April,
1996, in the amount of $2,000. To be
eligible, you must be the spouse (or
former spouse) of an employee in the
foreign affairs agencies and a member
in good standing of AAFSW. Financial
need, past educational record, and the
nature of your continuing education
project will all be considered.

Application forms may be picked up
at the AAFSW office in person, or you
may write or fax to request one (see
page 2). All requirements must be com-
pleted and forms received by Feb. 10,
1996, in order for an application to be
considered for the April award.

OBC Comes Home With You

Have you seen an OBC Wednesday
Special Event or Super Saturday offer-
ing which you could not attend? Are you
overseas wishing for some advice or
training? Many of the presentations
have been videotaped and are available
from the OBC Information Center for
loan. While they may not be of Cinemax
quality, they do get the information to
you! Call 703-302-7277 to check out the
following:

Bulletin Board

“Your Guide to Personal Insurance”
“Managing Your Rental Property from
Overseas”

“Tax Seminar 1995”

“Traveling with Pets”

“Educational Allowances”

“Dr. Julius Segal - Encouraging Resil-
iency”

D.C. Spanish Readers Only

Si usted desea leer el periddico en
espanol, pero no tiene tiempo parair al
National Foreign Affairs Training Cen-
ter para aprovecharse de su coleccion,
puede recibir el periédico semanal E/
Tiempo Latino a su casa. La sus-
cripcion le cuesta $30 por un afo (52
ediciones). Mande su cheque a:

El Tiempo Latino, Suscripciones
1515 N. Courthouse Road, Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22201.

También se puede conseguirlo grat-
is en algunas bibliotecas, junto con E/
Pregoneroy EJ Sol (que viene de Rich-
mond, VA). jPéngase en contacto con
la comunidad hispanal

What is your opinion on including
short foreign language arlticles in the
newsletter? Who would enjoy reading
- or writing - them?

Teenagers Retreat!

A weekend training workshop for
teens (ages 13 and up) on transition
issues and what it means to be a For-
eign Service kid will be held at The
Woods in Hedgesville, West Virginia on
December 2-3, 1995.

Teens who attended Getaways in the
past commented:

“| found out that kids who move
around are more understanding, smart-
er and more fun than most other Amer-
ican kids”

“I met kids like me at the Getaway!”

To reserve a place for your teen
please call Sheri Mestan Bochantin at
the Overseas Briefing Center, 703- 302-
7267. The cost will be $100 per teen
and $90 for each additional sibling.

Reminder: Membership
Renewal Necessary

Some Foreign Service family mem-
bers have the mistaken idea that they
are automatically members of AAFSW
if they joined one year - or just by virtue
of being in the Foreign Service.

Please remind your friends that they
are not members of AAFSW unless
they have paid their yearly (or five-year-
ly) membership fee.

Thank you!
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