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WELCOME TO NEW 
AND RETURNING 
MEMBERS

Rebekah E. Ahrens
William J. Barna
Brant Beyer
Evelina Bozek
Carol Brooke-Williams
Namiko Burleson
Emily W. Dirk
Ruben J. Eagleton
Martha Estell
Rachel G. Hertz
Charles D. Hillon
Elizabeth Hubbard
Todd Michael Huizinga
Kristin Jessup
Rachel T. Kirby
Elsa Kormann
Teresa Manlowe
Luke Martin
Michael W. McClellan
Michael J. Method II
Maryann Minutillo
M. D. "Mitch" Mitchell
Mark Jeffory Nance
Jean C. Newsom
Kevin J. O'Connor
Natasha Padgitt
Diana Page
Reena Patel
Sapna K. Patel
Shaun M. Phillips
Amy K. Prahar
Kristyna Rabassa
Stephanie A. Rentz
Robert B. Revere
Sherry Lynn Rhinehart
Daniel O. Rittenhouse
Maria Sanchez-Carlo
Hilleary Carter Smith
Julie C. Stewart
Akiho Sturgeon
Lara Ann Sullivan
James D. Walsh
Shelly Westebbe

Virginia Anders
Mary Lucius
Joyce Robinson
Helen Skoufis

THANK YOU TO THESE 
GENEROUS DONORS

If  you have been a member of  the Foreign Service community for a while, 
you have no doubt heard someone mention “Livelines” as a great source of  
information. But what, exactly, is this wonderful fount of  wisdom, and how can 
you use it? Here’s the skinny.

Livelines is a private Yahoo! Group. Created in 1998 by AAFSW member Jan 
Fischer Bachman, the group now has over 4,300 members and is active on a 
daily (if  not hourly!) basis with lively discussion of  anything related to Foreign 
Service life. Members range from newly hired junior officers and spouses to senior 
officers, their spouses, and retirees. You can ask almost any kind of  question about 
a potential post, an administrative problem, or a personal issue and receive prompt 
answers from “experts” in the field.

Recent topics of  discussion have included:
• Children of  divorced parents who are not on the Foreign Service parent’s 

orders.
• Access to items in storage while on assignment overseas.
• Selling vehicles at post.
• Management of  rental properties while posted overseas.
• Recommendations for FS-friendly doctors, dentists, banks, etc. 
• Adopting children in the Foreign Service.
• Insurance coverage for various Foreign Service scenarios.
• Medevac benefits for maternity and other medical events.
• Shipping pets to post and back to the U.S.
• Many advertisements for rental properties in DC and vehicle and property 

sales both overseas and abroad.
• Announcements of  Foreign Service community events posted by AAFSW, 

the Foreign Service Youth Foundation and more. 
How does a Yahoo! Group work? Members subscribe with an email address 

and Yahoo! ID. (If  you don’t have a Yahoo! ID, it is easy to create one.) Once your 
subscription is approved by the group moderator, you can then post messages to 
the group by email, and receive answers the same way, either as a part of  the group 
discussion or via a private email from another member.

What is Livelines?

Last Call for Outstanding Volunteer Award
September 7 is the final deadline to nominate an exceptional volunteer 

at your post for the prestigious Secretary of  State Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA). 

See the Summer Issue of  our Global Link newsletter for nomination details, 
contact AAFSW at office@aafsw.org or call us at 703-820-5420. (Or, refer to 
State Department Cable 44432 issued on May 03, 2012.)

Continued on page 2.
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From the 
President’s Desk

Patricia Linderman
AAFSW President
president@aafsw.org

Does this sound like an overwhelming amount of  
email? Not to worry! You can choose to receive every 
email sent to the group individually, to receive a daily 
“digest” of  emails compiled into one, or to receive no 
emails at all and participate via the group home page 
in a message board-like format. 

Livelines membership is limited to AAFSW 
members only. As you must be a current or retired 
member of  the Foreign Service community in 
order to join AAFSW, this ensures that Livelines 
discussions maintain a high standard of  quality and 
privacy. AAFSW volunteers moderate both the group 
membership and the ongoing discussion to keep it “on 
track.”

If  you are already an AAFSW member and not 
yet participating in Livelines, email office@aafsw.org 
with your request to subscribe. If  you are not yet 
an AAFSW member, you can participate by simply 
joining AAFSW. Membership is currently $40 per 
year and you can apply and pay online at our website: 
http://www.aafsw.org. Click “Join AAFSW” on the 
top navigation bar. The online application form has an 
option for automatically joining Livelines. If  you check 
that box, then you will be participating in the group as 
soon as your AAFSW membership is approved.

We hope that you will be enjoying this significant 
benefit of  AAFSW membership soon!

Livelines, from page 1.

AAFSW: It’s Your Voice – 
Use It!

Since I volunteered to serve 
as president of  AAFSW a year 
ago, I’ve been impressed by 
the high level of  access and 

respect accorded to our organization. We are viewed 
as the leading voice for spouses and partners, as well 
as an advocacy and support group for the entire 
community.

Here is the kind of  access we have on the highest 
levels:

• Bringing concerns straight to the State 
Department’s Director General.

• Reviewing the work of  the Family Liaison 
Office (FLO) and suggesting changes.

• Publicizing events and initiatives to the entire 
Foreign Service community through FLO, the 
Overseas Briefing Center and other channels.

• Serving on the Foreign Affairs Council, which 
advocates policies for the Foreign Service within 
the system and before Congress.

• Coordinating with all other Foreign Service 
organizations to share advocacy work effectively.

• Preserving spouse oral histories at the Library 
of  Congress.

• Testifying before Congress on behalf  of  the 
Foreign Service community.

There is even more, but you get the idea! So what 
should this mean for you, as an AAFSW member? I 
would suggest three guidelines to keep in mind:
See something, say something! 

If  you are aware of  an unfair situation or if  you 
have an idea about how things could work better for 
our community, contact us at office@aafsw.org or 703-
820-5420, or reach me directly at president@aafsw.org 
or 703-635-3827. Your privacy will be respected.
Take advantage of  our institutional structure! 

If  you want to start a specialized group, network or 
activity, let us know, so we can help provide publicity 
and avoid duplications. Affiliating with AAFSW will 
also give you access to our office support, free event 
space, and other advantages.

Help build our membership and strengthen our 
base! 

Broad membership, truly representative of  all in 
our community, will help us maintain the access and 
respect we enjoy. Encourage others to join AAFSW, 
and volunteer with us to help us build the kind of  
community you want for yourself  and your colleagues.

With the rest of  the AAFSW Board, I am honored 
to be your representative. Help me make your voice 
count!

www.aafsw.org


In September of  2011, the newly elected AAFSW board met for the 
first time. As activities were reviewed for the year, the board concluded 
that there were too many events for members that occurred during the 
day, making them difficult for those with work or child care obligations 
to attend.

First Vice President Jen Dinoia suggested hosting a happy hour at 
the Oakwood Apartments in Falls Church, VA, a central location and 
temporary residence for many Foreign Service community members. 
The happy hour would would take place every other month for two 
hours in the evening. It would allow for new and returning Foreign 
Service officers and family members to mingle and learn about AAFSW 
membership (not required to attend). The events could include also 
guests from the Family Liaison Office, the Transition Center or State 
Department offices with useful information to share.

AAFSW has now hosted six Happy Hours with an average 
attendance of  about 40 people. The events run from 7 to 9 p.m. and 
take place in one of  the community rooms at Oakwood Falls Church. 
Wine, soda, and light refreshments (including the famous olive medley) 
are served to round out a fun and informative evening. 

The Happy Hours have been 
so popular that AAFSW is now 
hosting “themed” events, such as the 
Unaccompanied Tour Happy Hour that 
took place in May. We had a full house 
of  attendees, as well as special guests 
from FLO, the Transition Center, and 
Employee Counseling Services.

The next Happy Hour is planned for 
September 2012, date and time to be 
announced shortly on our website, www.
aafsw.org, and Facebook page. If  you happen 
to be in the Washington, D.C. area at that 
time, please plan to attend. We would love to 
meet you or welcome you back!
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AAFSW Happy Hours

Jen Dinoia
AAFSW Happy Hour Coordinator

happyhour@aafsw.org

mailto:happyhour@aafsw.org
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Art & BookFair in October is AAFSW’s main fundraising event, raising money for scholarships and AAFSW 
activities. And we need your help!

If  you will be volunteering, here is what to expect. 
1. The jobs at Art & BookFair are many and varied and you can do them all. But if  you find one or two that 

you really like, you can stick to them. We have one volunteer who comes all the way from Colorado to keep 
the tables and bookcases stocked and neat! Other volunteers hang pictures, put out books, cashier, help 
customers find the section they’re looking for, oversee the Collector’s Corner of  our rare and unusual books, 
or supervise the Volunteer Room. There is a job for everyone.

2. Near the opening of  Art & BookFair, you can expect to receive a postcard reminding you of  the time(s) and 
day(s) that you have signed up for. (Please sign up by September 15 using the form in this issue of  Global 
Link.) You will also receive an email or letter with information about where to pick up your badge on the first 
day, parking and transportation options, what to wear (comfortable shoes!) and much more.

3. You can expect to connect with old friends, to make new ones, and to become a part of  the Foreign Service 
Community in the DC Area. And after just one day, you can expect to be an EXPERT Art & BookFair 
Volunteer. See you in October!

Volunteering for Art & BookFair 2012

Barbara Ratigan 
Art & BookFair Volunteer 

office@aafsw.org

Invite Friends and Family Members to the 
Glorious Benjamin Franklin Room

Do you have friends or family members who have 
always wanted a peek inside the State Department? 
Four times a year, in March, May, September and 
December, AAFSW offers a morning program in the 
opulent Benjamin Franklin Room on the 8th floor. 
This is a terrific opportunity to bring guests into the 
building – not just to see long modern hallways with 
fluorescent lights, but to visit the historic space where 
U.S. diplomats greet the world’s leaders. (Please note 
that the Secretary of  State can preempt our use at 
the last minute, but in that case we will use another 
interesting reception room.)

The cost for both members and guests for each 
program is usually $15, to cover refreshments. 
All programs are announced in the Global Link 
newsletter, on our website, www.aafsw.org, and on our 
Facebook page.

Join us—and bring a friend!

A Perk of MembershipProgram Reminder
Reservations are still 

being accepted for AAFSW’s 
program about one of  the great 
American collectors of  the 20th 
century: Marjorie Merriweather 
Post.

Marjorie Merriweather Post 
(1887-1973) was one of  the 
great American collectors of  
the 20th century. She continued 
to collect French and Russian 

art, eventually amassing an outstanding collection of  
French decorative arts and the most comprehensive 
collection of  Russian imperial art outside of  Russia.

The event will take place on Tuesday, September 
18th at 10:00 a.m. at the Benjamin Franklin Reception 
Room, on the 8th floor of  the Department of  State. 
Please use the reservation coupon in the Summer 
issues of  Global Link to reserve your seat, or reserve 
online at www.aafsw.org.

We hope to see you there!

Sheila Switzer
AAFSW Program Chair

programs@aafsw.org

Patricia Linderman
AAFSW President

president@aafsw.org.

http://www.aafsw.org
http://www.aafsw.org


Please sign up no later than September 15 in order to allow time to have special Diplomatic Security badges 
prepared and to schedule volunteer shifts. Thanks in advance for any support you can provide! We can’t do it without you!

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

________________________________________________

Telephone number(s): ______________________________

________________________________________________

Email:___________________________________________

Do you have a Department of State badge? 
 Yes p No p
If you do not have a Department of State badge, please 
provide the following information:

Date of birth:________________________________

Driver’s License (with state) or Passport #:
 __________________________________________
This information is required by Department of State Security.
If you volunteered last year, we should have your address 
and security information. Your name and days/times you are 
available are all we need.

I WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST: 
 
CASHIERING GENERAL DUTIES AS ASSIGNED  
NEED A SEATED JOB VAN DRIVER - PUBLIC DAYS

Please note: The times given are for periods when volunteer work is scheduled, not 
for hours when the Art & BookFair is open to customers.
Early morning volunteers are also needed to watch over A&BF from 6:00-9:00 a.m. 
(Oct 9-12 and 15-19) when the throughway must be open for employees. If you have 
a State Dept. badge, please consider volunteering for this early shift.

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS 
AND 
GUESTS

9:30-1 
12:30-4:30

OPEN TO 
PUBLIC

9-1

12:30-4:30

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS AND 
GUESTS 

10-3:30

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS AND 
GUESTS

10-3:30

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS AND 
GUESTS

10-3:30

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS AND 
GUESTS

10-3:30

BUILDING 
PASS 
HOLDERS AND 
GUESTS

10-3:30

OPEN TO 
PUBLIC

9-1

12:30-4:30

CLEAN UP 
DAY

9-12

OPEN TO 
PUBLIC 
HALF PRICE 
DAY!

9-1

12:30-4:30

Please mail this form to AAFSW, 4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214, Arlington, VA 22203. You may also 
email your name, volunteer days, and hours to office@aafsw.org. Thank you for volunteering, we appreciate 
your commitment to AAFSW and look forward to seeing you in October. 

Yes, I want to help at Art & BookFair 2012!  
October 12-21, 2012

Please circle the shifts that you are willing to work. 

SET-UP

9-12 

12-3

SET-UP

9-12 

12-3

9 10 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22

7 118
Sunday Monday WednesdayTuesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OPEN TO 
PUBLIC

9-1

12:30-4:30

SET-UP

9-12 

12-3

COLUMBUS 
DAY
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Two New Courses Offered This Fall
The Transition Center (TC), one of  five schools at 

the Foreign Service Institute (FSI) in Arlington, VA, 
provides training, a wealth of  information, and referral 
services on a wide range of  topics related to Foreign 
Service life. TC will offer two new courses this coming 
Fall for employees and family members, including 
Members of  Household. These new classes, combined 
with over 30 other offerings, provide a continuum of  
Foreign Service lifestyle training.

International Development and NGOs: 
Employment Options (MQ705) is a new course 
dedicated to informing eligible family members 
(EFMs) of  the critical factors to consider when 
looking for employment opportunities in the field 
of  international development. This one-day seminar 
includes presentations and panels explaining the 
structure, function, and network of  international 
development organizations and companies, as well as 
realistic avenues for internationally mobile spouse/
partners to “break into” this sector. Offered October 
18. Registration information at: http://www.state.
gov/m/fsi/tc/fslstraining/c53443.htm.

Transition Center News Another new course, Resilience Strategies for 
Success Overseas (MQ502), builds career-long 
resilience skills in preparation for life and work in the 
new, more expeditionary foreign affairs community. 
This one-day workshop takes a practical approach 
and explores the need for resilience, the meanings 
and definitions of  the term and strategies to increase 
resilience to thrive in an internationally mobile lifestyle. 
Offered September 19 and November 15. Registration 
information at:http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/
fslstraining/c51810.htm.

The Transition Center has also launched a monthly 
e-News, with training course schedules and news from 
the Overseas Briefing Center, the Career Transition 
Center (retirement), and the High Stress Assignment 
Outbrief  program. Online at: http://www.state.
gov/m/fsi/tc/c49685.htm.

Come learn from trainers, colleagues and friends, 
as you prepare for a move overseas or settle into 
a domestic assignment. For more information, 
please contact FSITCT@state.gov (Training) / 
FSIOBCInfoCenter@state.gov (OBC) / FSICTC@
state.gov (CTC) / FSITCOutbrief@state.gov (High 
Stress Assignment Outbrief) or call 703-302-7276. 

Sarah Genton
Overseas Briefing Center

At a gala fundraiser 
organized by Jackie Bong-
Wright on June 24, 2012, 
the Foreign Born Spouses 
group organized an inter-
national fashion show as 
part of the entertainment. 
Dressed in costumes from 
India, Pakistan, Kenya, 
Peru, China, Philippines, 
Bolivia, Viet Nam, and 
Mexico, among others, the 
FBS ladies clearly enjoyed 
themselves as they glided 
up to the stage, twirled and 
posed like fashion models. 

Proceeds from the gala 
went to CPVW (Committee 
for the Protection of 
Vietnamese Workers), which 
was the subject of Jackie’s 
presentation at the April 17 
AAFSW Program.

Fashion and Fun with the Foreign Born Spouses Group

http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/fslstraining/c53443.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/fslstraining/c53443.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/fslstraining/c51810.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/fslstraining/c51810.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/c49685.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/c49685.htm
mailto:FSITCT%40state.gov?subject=
mailto:FSIOBCInfoCenter%40state.gov?subject=
mailto:FSICTC%40state.gov?subject=
mailto:FSICTC%40state.gov?subject=
mailto:FSITCOutbrief%40state.gov?subject=


Connecting the Foreign Service Blogosphere
One of the most popular features on the AAFSW website 
is our Foreign Service Blogs page. Clearly, there is a lot 
of interest out there in what life is like for members of the 
Foreign Service community. If you have a personal or 
professional blog that you would like to list on the site, 
email webmaster@aafsw.org with the URL and a brief 
description.
In an effort to further connect Foreign Service bloggers and 
increase our own visibility we’ve designed a widget that 
you can put on your blog’s sidebar which directs readers to 
our Foreign Service Blogs page.
Check out dozens of Foreign Service blogs and get the 
code to add our widget to your own blog at: http://www.
aafsw.org/overseas-post-info/foreign-service-blogs/.
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AAFSW now offers free classified advertisements to its 
members. The Global Link is sent by mail and electronically to 
our members and to Community Liaison Offices worldwide for 
a sizable total monthly readership.
Do you have a business or service that you would like to ad-
vertise to the Foreign Service community? Send a brief notice 
(100 words or less) to office@aafsw.org for approval with 
the subject line AD FOR GLOBAL LINK. If you have a busi-
ness website, it can be hyperlinked in the electronic version of 
the newsletter, so please include your URL. Advertisements 
will run on a space-available basis for one month at a time 
and will rotate in order of receipt.
We also accept classified advertising for real estate rentals 
and sales, as well as sales of other items (cars etc.) on our 
website, www.aafsw.org. View or submit ads here: http://
www.aafsw.org/classified/classified.htm.
Not a member of AAFSW? Join now! Apply online at our web-
site: http://www.aafsw.org/aafsw/membership.htm.

Classified Advertising
Join the AAFSW Team! 

As AAFSW continues to expand its membership and activities, 
we need a lot of new volunteers to focus on specific tasks. We 
hope these will be enjoyable jobs that are limited in scope and 
easy to fit into your busy schedule.
Please see if you can help us out in any of the following 
areas! The title and job description can be flexible depending 
on your skills, interests and time available. All of these are 
best for people in the DC area – but short-term is fine!

Art and BookFair Accountant. This is a temporary position 
to assist the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer during the Art 
and BookFair in October.

Happy Hour Planner. (What could be more fun than that?) 
Planning and coordinating happy hours for the Foreign 
Service community as well as panel discussions on various 
topics of interest (roughly one event per month).

Media Outreach. Attending our events and writing blurbs 
about them for the website and Facebook; managing our 
Twitter feed & sending messages; promoting AAFSW on 
various e-mail groups; posting signs at the Department for our 
events or asking others to post them, etc.

Diversity Outreach. Volunteers are needed to help find ways 
for AAFSW to more effectively recruit, serve and represent 
male spouses, same-sex partners, singles and others cur-
rently underrepresented in the organization.

If you may be able to help in any of these areas, please 
contact office@aafsw.org. Thank you!

Catharine Ecton
Professional Co-Active Coach

Career and Life Transitions
202-966-0166

www.catharineectoncoaching.com
I am offering an end-of-summer special package of three 
FREE coaching sessions, 45 minutes each. Take me up on 
this special offer, good until September 10th.Call or email 
ASAP. Visit my website or find me on LinkedIn for more 
information.

I inspire clients to take action for change.

SpouseAbroad.com
Musings for the Spouse Who Lives Abroad

Are you one of the almost 1,000 unique viewers of 
SpouseAbroad.com? If not, what are you waiting for? Check 
it out, follow it, subscribe to it, comment on it! Don't miss out!

http://www.spouseabroad.blogspot.com

http://www.facebook.
com/aafsw

mailto:webmaster@aafsw.org
http://www.aafsw.org/classified/classified.htm
http://www.aafsw.org/classified/classified.htm
http://www.aafsw.org/aafsw/membership.htm
mailto:office@aafsw.org
http://www.catharineectoncoaching.com
http://www.spouseabroad.blogspot.com
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AAFSW BOARD
Honorary President 
Lisa Carty
President 
Patricia Linderman 
703-635-3827 
president@aafsw.org
1st Vice-President 
Jennifer Dinoia 
925-549-1198 
vicepresident1@aafsw.org
2nd Vice-President 
Alicia Wilkinson 
703-356-9233 
vicepresident2@aafsw.org
Board Secretary 
Margaret Teich 
703-250-5099 
secretary@aafsw.org
Membership 
Debbi Miller 
703-470-6160 
membership@aafsw.org
Programs 
Sheila Switzer 
703-569-8867 
programs@aafsw.org
Public Relations 
Lesley Dorman 
202-484-3497 
publicrelations@aafsw.org
Treasurer 
Lucy Whitley 
703-536-2183 
treasurer@aafsw.org
Assistant Treasurer 
TBA 
treasurer2@aafsw.org

Forum 
Ann La Porta 
202-248-4246 
Judy Felt 
703-370-1414 
forum@aafsw.org
Art&BookFair 
Judy Felt 
703-370-1414 
bookfair@aafsw.org
Housing 
Lesley Dorman 
202-484-3497 
housing@aafsw.org
SOSA 
Lara L. Center 
sosa@aafsw.org
President Emerita 
Faye Barnes 
540-972-3754 
emerita@aafsw.org

STAFF/SERVICES
AAFSW Office 
Barbara Reioux 
4001 North Ninth Street 
Suite 214 
Arlington, VA, 22203 
703-820-5420 
Fax: 703-820-5421 
office@aafsw.org
Book Room 
Main State 
Room B-816 
Brian Neumann 
202-223-5796 
bookroom@aafsw.org
Housing Desk 
Employee Services Center 
Main State, Room 1252 
202-647-3573 
202-647-3086 
housing@aafsw.org

Creative Director 
Kelly Bembry Midura 
703-651-2078 
newsletter@aafsw.org
Webmaster 
Sean P. McKee 
webmaster@aafsw.org

OTHER CONTACTS
AFSA Liaison 
Patty Ryan 
202-966-7696 
Ann La Porta 
202-248-4246 
afsarep@aafsw.org
Archivist 
Vacant 
archives@aafsw.org
CLO Alumni Association 
Donna Ayerst 
703-759-1124 
clogroup@aafsw.org
Evacuee Support 
Ann La Porta 
202-248-4246 
evacuee@aafsw.org
Foreign-Born Spouses Group 
Ana Luisa Gallardo 
fbspouses@aafsw.org
FBS State Liaison 
Sheila Switzer 
703-569-8867 
programs@aafsw.org
Facebook Moderator 
Kelly Bembry Midura 
703-651-2078 
facebook@aafsw.org
French Group 
Christel McDonald 
Tel: 703-525-9755 
frenchchair@aafsw.org

FSYF Liaison 
Donna Scharpf 
202-558-2060 
fsyf@aafsw.org
Legislative Liaison 
Vacant 
congressrep@aafsw.org
Livelines Moderator 
Jennifer Dinoia 
925-549-1198 
livelines@aafsw.org
Mentoring Program 
Debbi Miller 
703-470-6160 
mentor@aafsw.org
Oral History 
Faye Barnes 
540-972-3754 
oralhistory@aafsw.org
Playgroup 
Katerina Meade 
playgroup@aafsw.org
Scholarships 
Anne Cekuta 
scholarship@aafsw.org
Senior Living 
Vacant 
301-652-5433 
seniorliving@aafsw.org
Skills Bank 
Aleksandar Blagoevski-Trazoff 
skillsbank@aafsw.org
State Liaison 
Mette Beecroft 
301-320-7698 
staterep@aafsw.org
Women in Transition 
Nancy Longmyer 
703-532-4694 
divorce@aafsw.org
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