
Art&Bookfair ‘09 is Coming Up! 
This year’s renamed Art&Bookfair will take place 

from October 16-25 at the Department of  State. 
Volunteers are needed in many areas! Please see pages 6 
and 7 of  this issue to find out how you can contribute to 
this worthy project.
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Leveraging Your Foreign Service 
Experience by Studying Abroad

I have a diploma I can’t read. It is printed in 
Greek.

From 2006-2008, while my husband was posted 
to Nicosia, I enrolled in the University of  Cyprus’ 
very first Master of  Business Administration (MBA) 
program. This professional program was offered in 
English and I jumped at the chance to enroll since 
my only daughter was heading off  to boarding 
school in Switzerland. I found out that education 
abroad can be both a fulfilling experience, and a 
challenging one.

Many major cities around the world have 
universities with classes in English, which has 
more and more become the lingua franca of  
higher education. Many of  the professors at these 
institutions were educated in America and have 
taught in U.S. or U.K. universities before returning 
to their home countries. My program included 
other international students who had come to 
Cyprus for the opportunity to participate in a 
quality program. Students also come because the 
prices are lower than you might find in similar 
institutions in the United States.

In my case, when we were posted to Nicosia, I 
knew we’d be there for two years, and I was lucky 
enough that our posting started the same month 
as classes. As a matter of  fact, the enrollment 
process was accomplished online from our post 
in Managua, and the week we arrived in Nicosia, I 
started class. Talk about culture shock! 

Continued on page 2.

Foreign Service spouse 
Kristi Streiffert publishes a 
mini-digest of  news articles 
from around the United 
States at Handpicked 
News. “The world’s best 
journalism is found in 
America’s newspapers – I 
find features unique to each 
region that you likely won’t 
see at CNN or Google’s 
aggregated news page,” says 
Streiffert. Readers support 
Streiffert’s news digest 
by shopping through her 
sponsors’ links. Subscribe at 
http://topnewspaperarticles.
blogspot.com, or search online 
for“Handpicked News.”
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Studying Abroad, from page 1.
The challenges, both academic and cultural, started 

immediately. One (minor) issue I hadn’t anticipated 
is that the program was scheduled around Cypriot 
holidays, not American ones. I attended class on Labor 
Day and Thanksgiving, and I had a seminar on Easter 
weekend. Different countries emphasize different 
holidays more than others. My first year there, we were 
still taking finals on December 23rd.

Although classes were conducted in English, 
sometimes discussions about homework with the 
professors ended up being in Greek, the language of  
Cyprus. Also, many emails from the administration 
office of  the program were in Greek. Although my 
30 classmates were very friendly and fluent in English, 
naturally they socialized during class breaks in their 
own language, so I sometimes had to make an effort 
to be involved.

I also faced exchange rate issues: the years I 
received my education were among the worst for the 
value of  the dollar. It could work the other way, but in 
my case, it cost me. 

Being an American made me stand out when I 
might have wanted to blend in. This was especially 
true in business classes, I think, because many business 
discussions center on American successes, standards, 
policies, regulations and scandals. Not a single class 
went by that I didn’t find myself  the center of  
questioning – at times with admiration and at other 
times with raised eyebrows.

However, in spite of  these sometimes unexpected 
twists, I found the experience well worth it. I received 
a quality MBA for less money and under less stressful 
circumstances than I might find in the U.S.

I did not have to take graduate entrance exams 
used at U.S. universities. Admission was based on 
an application questionnaire and essay, a telephone 
interview with a University of  Cyprus MBA program 
director and recommendations from my work 
colleagues. (Obviously, admission requirements vary 
with programs and university standards.)

One of  my favorite perks was my instant 
immersion into the culture of  the country. I made 
many friendships with locals, visiting with them and 
their families on holidays, meeting them in local coffee 
shops for study groups, etc. We even had to deal with 
difficult cultural issues at times, like balancing my 
American emphasis on the importance of  competition 
and everyone contributing equally versus the Cypriots’ 
more inclusive values of  being loyal to a group 
member, and working together to make sure everyone 
succeeds. I learned a lot more than just business skills 

from some of  these intercultural group dynamics.
In addition, participants in international educational 

settings will learn about issues and perspectives 
that they wouldn’t find in an American setting. I 
imagine, for example, that I know more details of  the 
European banking system than most American MBA 
grads.

And in the end, after a couple of  phone calls, they 
even sent me a copy of  my degree— in English! 

Links:

Article about English in universities abroad: http://
www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,614572,00.
html

Listing of  colleges seeking American students 
abroad: http://www.collegeabroad.com/ (search by 
country for colleges offering programs in English)

Some questions to ask before you sign up:

Is the program accredited (will it be accepted by US 
employers) and is that vital to your goals?

How will you pay (electronically, with exchange rate 
fees? Start a local account?)

How is the exchange rate trending? Will a negative 
trend hamper your ability to pay?

What are the class sizes? What size would you prefer?
How far is the commute and how is traffic that time 
of  day?

When was the program started? If  it is brand new, are 
you prepared to deal with the inevitable glitches?

Who are the professors? Have they written books? Are 
they published in professional or trade journals?

“From the 
President’s 
Desk” will 
return next 
month!
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Due to cost and environmental concerns, we will be moving to electronic delivery of  the Global Link 
newsletter beginning with the October 2009 issue. 

All members will receive an email with a link where they can download the newsletter in Adobe PDF format 
to either read online or print out at home. To read the newsletter, you will need a program called Adobe Reader 
which can be downloaded free  at www.adobe.com/reader if  you do not already have it installed on your 
computer (most people do).

To ensure that all members receive their Global Link, we are asking that everyone check to make sure that 
AAFSW has a current email address on file for them. You can check your email address in the latest directory 
which is posted to the members section of  our website. If  the address is not current, please email us at office@
aafsw.org with your preferred email address so that we may update our records. 

Members who are truly unable to receive the Global Link via email will be able to request that a printed copy 
be mailed to them, as before. A coupon was included in the Summer issue of  Global Link. Please send it to us as 
soon as possible, or call AAFSW Headquarters at 703-820-5420, to be added to a limited postal mailing list for all 
future issues. Thanks for your understanding of  the need for this cost-saving and "green" measure!

The 2009 Secretary Of  State Award For 
Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA)

Don’t miss this opportunity to nominate USG 
direct-hire employees, family members, and members 
of  household in your overseas communities who 
are performing outstanding volunteer service. The 
deadline for receipt of  nominations for the 2009 
AAFSW SOSA Awards is September 11, 2009. Take 
the time to recognize the amazing volunteers who 
strive to improve the quality of  life for those in the 
local community or within the Mission. Individuals or 
posts may submit as many nominations as they deem 
worthy. 

For specifics on eligibility and the nomination 
and selection process, please refer to State 042191 
dated April 27, 2009. You can access the cable text 
on the AAFSW website at http://www.aafsw.org/
sosa.htm. You can also request a copy from your 
CLO or Management Officer at post. For additional 
information, please contact

AAFSW at office@aafsw.org.
A SOSA winner will be selected from each 

geographic bureau and will receive a cash award of  
$2500, a certificate signed by the Secretary of  State, 
and a pin commemorating the awards ceremony which 
will take place in the Harry S. Truman building on 
December 8, 2009. 

Last Call for SOSA 
Nominations Where the Foreign Service community shares 

“what it’s really like” at posts around the world 
Bidding this year? Or willing to help those who are 

bidding? Check out the Real Post Reports at 
 www.talesmag.com. 

For the past ten years – first in the Spouses’ 
Underground Newsletter and then online at Tales from a 
Small Planet – the FS community has shared honest 
personal views of  what life is really like in over 350 
cities around the world.

The website is non-profit and free to users, but 
requires registration to avoid spam and provide 
general statistical information to advertisers. Once 
you’ve registered, the site is easy to browse by country 
name, and you can submit a report on your city using 
an automated questionnaire or by email. You may 
choose to attach your name to your report or remain 
anonymous (although the website team will know who 
you are, for any needed verification, editing or follow-
up). 

The site also offers what may be the web’s most 
comprehensive listing of  international schools around 
the world, as well as personal essays, fiction, humor, 
original photography and practical articles, all focused 
on the joys and challenges of  living in other countries. 

Patricia Linderman
Managing Editor, Tales from a Small Planet 

Real Post Reports:

Global Link Goes Green!
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On Monday, July 13th, 2009, thirty-three AAFSW 
members and guests were privileged to have a private 
guided tour of  the very special "The Tsars and the 
East" exhibit at the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery of  the 
Smithsonian.

Organized in collaboration with The Moscow 
Kremlin Museums, this presentation features more 
than sixty exceptional objects that have never before 
been outside the Kremlin. They are primarily gifts 
that were offered to the tsars of  Russia, ranging in 
date from the early sixteenth to the late seventeenth 
century, and are grouped in rooms according to their 
provenance which includes: the Ottoman Empire, 
the Persians, and Russia itself. These lavish gifts and 
tributes include rarely seen swords, daggers, and 
armor, plus exquisite jeweled ceremonial vessels and 
regalia intended for the Russian court or the Orthodox 
church. 

Some of  the finest pieces are equestrian in nature: 
stirrups with pearls, golden bridles with turquoises and 
rubies, and saddles covered with velvet and silk.

A Day at the Sackler Gallery

AAFSW members Debbi Miller, Sheila Switzer, and Faye Barnes enjoy the Smithsonian gardens.

The exhibition, exclusively on view in Washington, 
D.C., includes an explanatory time-line, and explores 
the reasons why these extraordinary gifts were 
presented, and their artistic and cultural impact. It is a 
beautiful display. The guides were very knowledgeable 
and passionate about their subject.

After we had admired the awe-inspiring 
craftsmanship of  the specially-chosen items, we 
gathered in a conference room for a delicious lunch 
of  various deli-type sandwiches, a tangy salad, and 
scrumptious desserts. Some of  us then wandered 
through the other fascinating exhibits, to our delight 
and edification.

All Smithsonian museums are free to the public. 
If  you missed this fun excursion we encourage you 
to visit "The Tsars" at the Sackler Gallery before the 
exhibit returns to the Kremlin in September. 

Debbi Miller
AAFSW Membership Chair
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OCTObEr 20 PrOgraM: 
u.s.-EgYPT rELaTiONs

Please reply no later than Tuesday, October 
13, 2009. The event takes place on Tuesday, 
October 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon at 
the Department of State (C Street Entrance.) 
Please send this form and check made out to 
AAFSW for $15 per person to: 

AAFSW Reservations
4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214
Arlington, Virginia 22203

You may also reserve and pay online at www.
aafsw.org.

OCTObEr 20 PrOgraM
_______________________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

_______________________________________________
Date of Birth and Passport or Driver’s License Number

_______________________________________________
Telephone

_______________________________________________
Name of guest(s), D.O.B.’s and Passport or Driver’s License Numbers

_______________________________________________

His 
Excellency 
Ambassador 
Sameh Shoukry 
has been Egypt’s 
ambassador to 
the U.S. since 
September 
2008. Relations 
between 
countries are 
extensive and 
candid, based 
upon great 
mutual respect. 

Ambassador Shoukry will enlighten us with his unique 
"insider" views concerning the many challenges and 
opportunities confronting our two nations.

Ambassador Shoukry has previously served 
as Egypt's permanent representative to the 
United Nations in Geneva (2005-2008), as well as 
Egypt's ambassador to Austria, and as permanent 
representative to the international organizations in 
Vienna (1999-2003). He also served as the Director 
of  the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs in the Egyptian 
cabinet (2004-2005) and as Secretary for Information 
and Follow-Up for President Mubarak of  Egypt 
(1995-1999). 

A career diplomat who joined the Egyptian 
diplomatic corps in 1976, Ambassador Shoukry served 
in the Egyptian embassies in London, Buenos Aires 
and the permanent mission of  Egypt in New York. 
He headed the Department of  the United States and 

Canada in the Egyptian Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
(1994-1995). Ambassador Shoukry specializes in 
disarmament and non-proliferation issues, and holds a 
law degree from Ein Shams University. He is married 
with two sons.

Our program takes place on Tuesday, October 20, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon in the Benjamin Franklin 
Diplomatic Reception room on the 8th floor at the 
Department of  State. Please use the coupon below, or 
visit www.aafsw.org to reserve your seat for this event.

Sheila Switzer
AAFSW Program Chair

AAFSW’s October Program
U.S.-Egyptian Relations and Developments in the Middle East.

Click to donate!
Help AAFSW while you surf  the 

web! Go to www.Goodsearch.com 
when you need to use a search engine. 
(Add it to your favorites/bookmarks 
as "AAFSW search".) Enter “AAFSW” 
on the second line and click "Verify". 
Then enter your search request on the 
first line. AAFSW gets a tiny donation 
from each search and it costs you 
nothing.
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Enclosed with this issue of  Global Link is a small 
poster for Art&BookFair’09. Your assignment is 
to find this flyer a good home—perhaps in the 
laundry room of  your apartment building or on the 
bulletin board of  your local library, exercise club or 
neighborhood supermarket. 

Make copies of  the flyer to hand out to people who 
come to visit. Hand the flyer out at the next meeting 
of  your book group, exercise class, or playgroup, to 
your colleagues at the office, and to your friends and 
neighbors. 

Some people will say that they already have too 
many books, get their books at the library, or don’t 
read! Now is your chance to tell them that we also 
have paintings (watercolors, oils), posters and prints, 
exotic and vintage jewelry and clothing, ceramics, 
silver, china, baskets, wooden carvings and “white 
elephants” from around the world. 

Send a copy of  the flyer to friends and ask them 
to visit for the weekend. Washington is lovely in 
October and a visit to the State Department and the 
Art&BookFair ’09 would be a unique excursion.

 Robin Jones, Bookroom Manager, and the 
Bookroom Volunteers have been working hard since 
last October. They have been collecting, pricing, 
sorting and boxing up thousands and thousands 
of  books. The Art Corner Volunteers have been 
collecting, cleaning and pricing the artwork and objets 
d’art. And the coordinating Committee has been 
organizing and planning for the entire Art&BookFair 
’09. But without customers, all would be for naught. 
So please, AAFSW members, take this flyer and put it 
to work! Be a part of  the Art&BookFair ‘09 Publicity 
Team! 

Mette Beecroft
Art&Bookfair Chair

Spread The Word! 

Have a spare key made. Tell guests where it will be 
hidden (if  they’ll arrive while you’re out) or hand it 
over when they get there, so they aren’t ringing the 
doorbell every time they return.

Make the bed with clean sheets. If  you have a guest 
room, freshen up its linens.

Test the air mattress. If  your “guest room” is a 
blow-up mattress in the living room, see that it’s in 
good condition. Inflate it to make sure there are no 
holes, and, if  you have time, vacuum the surface so it’s 
free of  dust.

Gather extra pillows and blankets. Guests may 
be used to sleeping with two pillows, so an extra set 
(stored under the bed) is a good idea. Fold an extra 
blanket and lay it nearby in case guests get cold.

Make room in a closet. If  there’s a closet in your 
guest room, be sure that it isn’t stuffed with Christmas 
decorations and such. If  there’s no guest room, clear a 
little space in your own closet for a suit jacket or dress 
that needs to be hung.

Buy (or create) a suitcase stand. Clear off  a storage 
trunk or have a folding stand ready for guests’ luggage. 
It will help them stay organized and keep the room 
neater.

Have toiletries readily accessible. All of  those mini 
bottles you’ve collected from hotels? Use them! Have 
shampoo, conditioner, body lotion, a bar of  soap, and 
toothpaste in plain sight in the guest bathroom. If  
you’re sharing a bathroom, leave toiletries in a basket 
by the bed.

Set out a spare towel. Consider offering one that’s 
a different color from your everyday towels, so a guest 
knows which is hers.

Buy or make a few snacks. Have breakfast 
basics on hand: coffee, orange juice, fruit, granola, 
muffins. Small snacks for the afternoon will likely be 
appreciated too.

Create a list of  possible activities. Think about what 
guests might want to do when they visit, and know 
when shops or museums are open.

Gather local magazines, brochures, and maps. If  
you’re heading to work instead of  playing tour guide, 
have the local paper or magazines available with 
listings of  attractions. Get a local bus or subway map, 
or provide directions if  guests are driving.

Put a few books near the bed. Give guests 
something to read before they go to sleep. If  there’s 
an interesting book about your town, even better.

Leave important phone numbers. Put together a 
list of  emergency contacts in case something happens 
while you’re out. Give the name and number of  a 
neighbor, family member, even a plumber (if  you have 
tricky toilets)—anyone whom guests might need in a 
pinch.

Write down household instructions. How does 
the remote control work? What’s the deal with that 
newfangled alarm system? Give guests some pointers 
in case they’re stumped while you’re gone.

From Real Simple Magazine.

Houseguest Checklist
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Please sign up no later than September 14 in order to allow time to have special Diplomatic Security badges 
prepared and to schedule volunteer shifts. Thanks in advance for any support you can provide! We can’t do it without you!

Name:____________________________________

Address:__________________________________

_________________________________________

Telephone number(s):_______________________

Email:____________________________________

Do you have a Department of State badge? 

 Yes p No p

If you do not have a Department of State badge, 

please provide the following information:

Date of birth:________________________________

Driver’s License (with state) or Passport #: 

 __________________________________________

This information is required by Department of State Security.

i WOuLd LiKE TO assisT: 
 
❏ Cashiering 
❏ i need a seated job
❏ general duties as assigned (no heavy lifting) 
❏ i would like to Carpool
❏ i Can drive shoppers from main state to the metro

Please note: The times given are for periods when volunteer work is scheduled, 
not for hours when the Art&BookFair is open to customers.

iN-HOusE 
OPENiNg

9:30-12:30

1-5:30

PubLiC daY

9-12:30

12-4:30

10-3:30 10-3:30 10-3:30 10-3:30 10-3:30 PubLiC daY

9-12:30

12-4:30

CLEaN-uP
daY
9-?

one shift 
uNTiL dONE.

PubLiC daY

9-12:30

12-4:30

Please tear out this page and mail to AAFSW, 4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214, Arlington, VA 22203. 
Limited reimbursement is available for parking or transport costs from October 19-23. Please try to honor 
your commitment because we really do depend on you!

Yes, I want to help at Art&Bookfair’09! 
October 16-25, 2009

Please circle the shifts that you are willing to work. The more the merrier!

COLuMbus 
daY

sET-uP

9-12 

12-3

sET-uP

9-12 

12-3

13 14 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26

11 1512
Sunday Monday WednesdayTuesday Thursday Friday Saturday

PubLiC daY

9-12:30

12-4:30
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