
Global Link 
Published by the AssociAtes of the AmericAn foreign service WorldWide •WWW.AAfsW.org• november 2009

WELCOME TO NEW 
aNd rETurNiNg 
MEMbErs

Aleksandra Pitner
Daniel R. Harris
Mary E. Bowen
Mie Ashihara-Lee
Craig S. Kennedy
Stephanie D. Beckmann
Rebecca A. Reynolds
Michelle M. Urbancic
Isabelle Schrank
Judith A. Thorn
Adrian B. thompson
Sarah Mazouz

THaNK YOu TO THEsE 
gENErOus dONOrs

Nancy Horan
Gladys Baker
Theresa Banyas
Janet. M. Hawley
Marion L. Tiger
Genevieve Mason

Global Link is provided to 
the U.S. Foreign Service 
community as a service 
of the Associates of the 
American Foreign Service 
Worldwide. Your mem-
bership fees support this 
newsletter along with other 
AAFSW services. Please 
visit us at www.aafsw.org 
to learn more—and join 
today! 

AAFSW 
4001 North Ninth Street 
Suite 214 
Arlington, VA 22203 
Tel: 703-820-5420 
Fax: 703-820-5421
office@aafsw.org 
www.aafsw.org 

Our December 8th program features the annual AAFSW awards presentations. 
We will bring in the holiday season by recognizing the outstanding volunteer 
efforts of  the 2009 SOSA, Tragen, and Dorman Award recipients. 

The Secretary of  State Award for Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA) 
recognizes employees, spouses, family members, EFM domestic partners, or 
members of  household who have contributed to the well-being of  their mission 
community or host country by their volunteer activities. One winner from each 
geographic bureau is selected and receives a cash award of  $2500, a certificate 
signed by the Secretary of  State and a pin commemorating the event. 

This year we received 27 nominations from posts around the globe. The 2009 
SOSA winners are Erin P. Sweeney (AF – Lagos), JanMarie Flattum-Riemers (EAP 
– Jakarta), Lara L. Center (EUR/IO – Luxembourg), Joseph A. Taylor (NEA – 
Baghdad), Bernadetta J. Ruch (SCA – Dushanbe), and Jan Irene Miller (WHA – 
Panama City). Full details of  their volunteer activities and photos will be published 
in the December issue of  the Global Link and on the AAFSW website at http://
www.aafsw.org/sosa.htm.

Continued on page 7.

Honoring Outstanding Volunteers At 
The Annual AAFSW Awards Program

SOSA Award winner and Consular Officer Erin P. Sweeney established a Community Service Program in 
Lagos, Nigeria. Embassy spouse Patricia Emerick plays with kids at the Ife-Oluwa Maternity Clinic while 
participating in Erin’s program.
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From the 
President’s 
Desk

As an AAFSW 
member, do you 
wonder what happens 
to your donations and 
the proceeds from our 

annual Bookfair (Art&Bookfair 09!) While our profits 
from this event have decreased over the past few years, 
we continue to sponsor scholarship and financial aid 
awards. 

The AFSA scholarship committee manages financial 
aid awards in our name. The big picture is that in the 
2009/2010 school year, the AFSA Scholarship Fund 
will assist 73 Foreign Service kids with college financial 
aid awards totaling over $158,000.

 Awards range from $1,000 to $3,500 depending 
on the need of  the family. There are four AAFSW 
scholarships under the AFSA Scholarship Fund’s 
Financial Aid Program. These awards are provided to 
talented children of  Foreign Service employees who 
demonstrate financial need.

We received thank you letters from two of  our 
awardees, Emma Garrison and Russell Charles. Emma 
graduated from high school in La Paz, Bolivia and is 
attending Ithaca College in New York where she is 
studying Physical Therapy. Russell is at the College of  
the Atlantic in Bar Harbor Maine studying to become 
a marine biologist. It is always uplifting to read these 
letters! 

Here is an excerpt from Russell’s letter: “AAFSW 
is currently aiding my family and I in paying for the 
tuition of  College of  the Atlantic, which is focal in 
importance to my eventual goal of  becoming a marine 
biologist.

 I’ve always been interested in aquatic creatures 
since I was young, even beyond the normal obsession 
with sharks and sea monsters found among young 
boys; I remember spurning textbooks in favor of  an 
extensive shark manual I used to carry around with me 
everywhere and memorizing their names like mad.

 Soon, I began to adopt even more interests beyond 
those in the vein of  ‘Jaws’ as I started to study every 
aspect of  oceanography in high school. From remote-
controlled undersea subs, to tides and lesser-known 
denizens of  the deep, the ocean and all it stood for 
became my main interest throughout the rest of  high 
school, spawning career ideas ranging from marine 
environmentalism to a deep-sea diver.”

Congratulations to both of  these worthy winners. 
The full text of  both these letters will be posted in the 
members section of  your website, www.aafsw.org for 
your reading pleasure. 

I look forward to seeing many of  you at 
Art&Bookfair!

AAFSW is on 
Facebook

Search for “AAFSW” on 
Facebook, or simply click 
the link on our home page at 
www.aafsw.org. 

Our group has 276 
members and is growing all the time. Use it to 
network with other AAFSW members, diplomats 
and expatriates. AAFSW events are regularly 
posted to the group as well. Join us today!

Program 
Reminder

AAFSW’s 
October program 
takes place on 
Tuesday, October 
20, from 10:00 
a.m. to 12 noon 
in the Benjamin 
Franklin Diplomatic 
Reception room on the 8th floor at the 
Department of  State. Places are still available 
for this talk presented by his Excellency 
Ambassador Sameh Shoukry who has been 
Egypt’s ambassador to the U.S. since September 
2008. Ambassador Shoukry will enlighten us with 
his unique “insider” views concerning the many 
challenges and opportunities confronting our two 
nations.

 If  you would like to attend, please contact the 
AAFSW office at 703-820-5420 or office@aafsw.
org as soon as possible.
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NOvEMbEr 6 prOgraM 
baNgLadEsHi daNCE

Please reply no later than Tuesday, October 
27, 2009. The event takes place on Friday 
November 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon at 
the Department of State (C Street Entrance.) 
Please send this form and check made out to 
AAFSW for $15 per guest to: 

AAFSW Reservations
4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214
Arlington, Virginia 22203
You may also reserve and pay online at www.
aafsw.org.

NOvEMbEr 6 prOgraM
_______________________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

_______________________________________________
Date of Birth and Passport or Driver’s License Number

_______________________________________________
Telephone

_______________________________________________
Name of guest(s), D.O.B.’s and Passport or Driver’s License Numbers

_______________________________________________

AAFSW’s fall program season began with a 
very special musical program. The Ben Franklin 
Rooms (on the eighth floor of  the Department 
of  State) were filled with the music of  some very 
talented performers. Our members and their guests 

were treated to several musical numbers by 
two very talented Ukranian pianists, Oksama 
Skidan and Dimitri Nazarenko. These gifted 
pianists delighted the audience with their music, 
highlighting the different facets of  the season.

Following this performance was Alexander 
Foley, a very talented singer. He was 
accompanied by his mom, Mrs. Anne Foley, a 
music director a pianist in her own right. Alex 
enchanted us with his rendition of  “Every Day is 
Ladies Day” and “Santa Fe”.

Our final performance was by three very 
accomplished students from Rockbridge 
Academy in Millersville, MD who performed the 
London Trio No. 3 in G. Major. Performers were 

flutists, Emily Hinz & Meredith Caton and cellist 
Alexa Cripe.

Our thanks to these excellent performers for such 
an enjoyable morning.

       
Olivia Brown 

AAFSW member

September Program 
Review

AAFSW, in coordination with the Bangladeshi 
Embassy in Washington DC, and the Dhroopad 
Cultural Organization, will have a very special treat 
for our members and guests on Friday, November 
6th at 10.00 a.m. in the Acheson Auditorium in 
the State Department. We will enjoy music 
and dances from Bangladesh, along with 
delicious Bangladeshi snacks.

The opening dance will depict a fierce 
Bengali monsoon to a song written by 
national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam (1899-
1976). Another piece will be set to words 
and music by Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore (1861-1941).  The program will 
conclude with an item choreographed to a 
recent Bangladeshi rock song which fuses 
western and traditional elements. 

The land of  Bangladesh, historically 
known as East Bengal, has been home 
to diverse civilizations for thousands of  
years.  In this fertile river delta, a rich culture 
evolved over centuries, composed of  Hindu, Buddhist 
and Islamic influences. Whether it be music or dance, 
painting or literature, philosophy or food, all reflect 
Bangladesh’s multi-faceted heritage. 

Please use the form below to reserve your place for 
this event, or register online at www.aafsw.org.

Sheila Switzer
AAFSW Program Chair

November Program
Bangladeshi Dance
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The budget presented is for AAFSW’s 2010 fiscal 
year which runs from July 1, 2009, through June 30, 
2010. 

The actual income and expense numbers for FY 
2009 and FY 2008 are based on AAFSW’s Profit 
and Loss Statement and on the financial statements 
prepared by Ribis, Jones and Maresca, P.A., certified 
public accountants. 

The Oral History Project monies, the AAFSW 
Secretary of  State’s Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA) funds, and the Family 
Member Professional Development Fellowships funds 
are accounted for separately and are not included in 
the budget. They are reported below.

Fiscal Year 2009

Income in FY 2009 decreased from the previous 
fiscal year by approximately $18,300. There was 
reduced income from BookFair, contributions, and 
membership dues. Expenses, however, also decreased 
but only by about $9,100. Overall, expenses in FY 
2009 exceeded income by approximately $15,000. 
Unfortunately, due to unrealized capital losses for 
the year on our investments (see below) our assets 
decreased in value by $55,900 over the year.

Fiscal Year 2010

The budget for FY 2010 is based on the FY 2009 
and FY 2008 income and expense numbers, taking 
inflation and the continuing weak economy into 
account. Every effort will be made to reduce expenses. 
Membership renewals have been coming in late and it 
is hoped that membership dues income will return to 
previous levels.

AAFSW’s contribution to the AAFSW/AFSA 
scholarship program will be a total of  $9,600, $8565 
plus designated scholarship donations of  $1,035 
received between April 1, 2008, and March 31, 2009.

Investments

As of  June 30, 2009, AAFSW had investments of  
$148,399. The decline of  about $40,800 was due to the 
decline in the stock market. The dividends and interest 
from these investments are re-invested in order to 
increase the total amount of  our investments.

Oral History Project, SOSA, and Professional 
Development Fellowships

As of  June 30, 2009, funds held by AAFSW for the 
Oral History Project were $3,779. The Oral History 
Project received interest of  $32 for the year but no 
donations.

As of  June 30, 2009, the SOSA fund totaled 
$71,353. During the year, SOSA received donations 
totaling $15,370 including $10,000 from the Green 
Family Foundation and received interest of  $1,973. In 
December 2008 six awards of  $3,000 each were given 
to recognize outstanding volunteers at posts abroad.

AAFSW also raised and held funds for the Family 
Member Professional Development Fellowships. As 
of  June 30, 2009, that account held $6,736. Donations 
were $2,942 and interest was $41.

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee met three times during the 
year. The committee members are Judy Felt, Elaine 
Neumann, Patty Ryan, Terry Walsh, Anna Dworken, 
and Lucy Whitley. Our newest member is Carolyn 
Connell who is serving as Scholarship Chair.

Questions

If  you have any questions or concerns about the 
budget or would like a hard copy of  the Profit and 
Loss statement, please call Lucy Whitley at 703-536-
2183. Also call if  you would like to attend a Finance 
Committee meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucy M. Whitley, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report

Shop Amazon.com and 
benefit AAFSW!

When you start your holiday shopping this year, 
please remember to click through the Amazon 
links on our website, www.aafsw.org. As you can 
see from the budget on the facing page, AAFSW 
nets several hundred dollars every year through 
our affiliation with Amazon.com. It’s a quick and 
easy way to help, and we really do appreciate it! 



 AAFSW BUDGET  Budget  Actual  Budget  Actual 
Fiscal Year Ending June 30  2010  7/1/08-6/30/09  2009  7/1/07-6/30/08 
     
Income     
Advertising on Web  -  -  400  739 
Amazon.com program  950  961  700  737 
Art&BookFair  70,000  64,166  70,000  71,997 
BookRoom  25,000  21,431  22,000  22,672 
Contributions to scholarships, headquarters, memorials  2,800  1,309  4,500  4,980 
Dividends & interest  9,000  8,777  9,000  9,903 
Membership dues  19,000  12,990  18,000  20,535 
Program fees - 8th Floor  5,200  4,680  3,500  2,860 
Realities of FS Life - sales and royalties  3,000  5,171  4,000  3,225 
Miscellaneous  150  50  200  157 
Total Income  135,100  119,535  132,300  137,805 
     
Expenses     
Advertising-on-Web commissions  -  180  330  115 
Audit  2,900  2,514  2,500  2,211 
Art&BookFair incl.sales tax,charge fees  22,000  23,622  25,800  24,675 
BookRoom incl.sales tax,charge fees  3,700  2,473  3,500  3,171 
Capital Improvements  150  303  200  183 
Donations     
 Scholarships - $8500 + donations  9,600  9,800  9,800  10,100 
 FS Community  3,000  2,817  3,000  2,319 
 Send a Kid to Camp  750  725  750  710 

Employer's Payroll Expenses  3,655  3,639  3,800  3,600 
General     
Annual Dues  400  325  400  455 
Bank Fees  150  127  100  128 
Board Allowance  450  702  200  579 
Investment Advisory Fees  1,000  659  950  228 
Public Relations  350  396  250  - 

 President's Allowance  300  -  200  - 
Headquarter Allowance (Move)  -  387  650  200 
Insurance - Health  4,800  4,542  4,500  4,212 
Insurance-WorkComp,Liability,Director's  3,300  3,184  3,500  3,380 

Membership     
 Newsletter-editor,printing,mailing,etc.  7,500  10,281  10,500  9,853 
 Mailings,brochures,charge fees,etc.  400  361  850  439 
 Website-webmistress,etc.  3,900  3,720  4,000  4,004 
 Media Director  3,000  3,000  3,000  5,500 

Office Rent  8,708  7,682  7,860  10,926 
Other Office Expenses - telephone,supplies,etc.  3,000  2,595  3,400  2,599 
Programs - 8th Floor  5,200  4,389  6,300  5,777 
Program Support - Housing office,playgroup,etc.  200  -  200  95 
Realities of FS Life expenses  100  27  100  2,951 
Salaries  46,000  45,805  47,500  45,291 
Miscellaneous (Business License)  -  303   
Total Expenses  134,513  134,558  144,140  143,701 
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I have been out of  the “business” for over a 
decade. My time in the Foreign Service ended abruptly 
and tragically with the death of  my beloved daughter 
in Vienna, Austria in 1997. I spent the next years 
taking care of  my young son and learning to live with 
the harsh reality of  Gaby’s loss. I did not have the 
time or the inclination to look back on the years I 
spent traveling the world. 

But watching the recent news reports about the 
unrest in Iran reminded me of  the days long ago 
when I hopped into shared cabs going up and down 
the boulevards of  Tehran just prior to the 1979 
Revolution - confident that my Farsi was good enough 
to get around a teeming exotic metropolis without a 
problem. 

While I never got to visit ancient Persepolis I did 
hear the beautiful call to prayer throughout the day; 
I got to see snow capped Mount Damavand, and to 
taste delicious flat breads fresh from the oven. Iran, 
like all the other places I have lived, touched all the 
senses and I cannot think of  anywhere I lived without 
remembering its distinctive sounds, smells and tastes.

 I canvassed Tehran for employment and found 
a job at an international school in the older part of  
the city. I enjoyed the thirty minute bus ride to work 
gazing out the window onto a world very new and 
mysterious - until it was deemed unsafe to keep the 
school open. 

The situation deteriorated, and we were not allowed 
out of  our apartment except to be driven in a bullet-
proof  car to the Embassy or to get food and other 
essentials. I increased my vocabulary playing Scrabble 
by candlelight when electricity was cut off  as part of  a 
general strike. 

As conditions became more and more dire, I began 
working non-stop in the Visa Section making sure the 
hundreds of  frightened, frantic visa applicants had all 
the papers necessary to show the Consular Officer 
when their turn to seek a visa came. 

I recall being driven through a massive jubilant 
throng on the afternoon of  January 16th following 
the abdication of  the Shah. Our car inched along the 
main boulevard surrounded by thousands of  jubilant 
citizens rejoicing in the hope that a new day was 
coming while we attempted to maintain a neutral look 
on our faces so we would not attract undue attention.

 Throughout this time I never thought I was 
in danger personally since I was an American and 
therefore somehow immune from the danger all 

around me – it was this abject naiveté that kept me 
in Tehran after the Ambassador suggested that all the 
wives should return to the States. 

I burst into tears on the day the Ambassador finally 
told me I had to leave and in a mood known only 
to the newly married I refused to leave without my 
husband. My dramatic gesture was met with stony 
silence and a ticket on the next flight to the States.

A few weeks after arriving stateside I awoke to 
the morning news reporting that the embassy had 
been taken over by a group of  gun-toting youths. 
Fortunately this take-over ended peacefully a few 
hours later and the staff, including my husband, 
was set free and returned to the United States. The 
embassy was then staffed with the brave volunteers 
who had the great misfortune of  being taken prisoner 
for 444 days.

Karen O’Neill DeThomas accompanied her ex-spouse to 
Iran, Germany, Mexico, Ethiopia and Austria, and has been 
with the Communications Office at the National Air and Space 
Museum since 2001.

Iran Adventure 1979

Presented by the U.S. Department of  State and the 
Career Transition Center. 

Thursday, October 22, 2009, from 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. at Building D (Field House) Room D-1103, 
George P. Shultz National Foreign Affairs Training 
Center (SA-42). 

USG employees* & family members** are • 
invited.
Access is allowed with USG ID only.• 
No pre-registration required.• 
Bring copies of  your resume.• 
Approximately 40 employers recruit at this fair.• 
Attire recommended: business suit.• 

* Department of  State, the Foreign Agriculture Service, 
the Foreign Commercial Service, the Agency for International 
Development, the International Broadcast Bureau, and Peace 
Corps.

** EFMs without USG employee IDs must pre-register 
with FLO in advance. 

To register with FLO, call 202-647-1785 or e-mail 
Ms. Priyanka Ripley at: ripleyps@state.gov. 

Contact FSI/TC/CTC for more information: 703-
302-7407 or FSICTC@state.gov

Job Fair 
Department of State
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dECEMbEr 8 prOgraM: 
aafsW aWards CErEMONY

Please reply no later than Tuesday, December 
1st, 2009. The event takes place on Tuesday, 
December 8 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon at 
the Department of State (C Street Entrance.) 
Refreshments will be served after the pro-
gram from 11:30 to noon. Please send this 
form and check made out to AAFSW for $15 
per guest to: 

AAFSW Reservations
4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214
Arlington, Virginia 22203
You may also reserve and pay online at www.
aafsw.org.

dECEMbEr 8 prOgraM
_______________________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

_______________________________________________
Date of Birth and Passport or Driver’s License Number

_______________________________________________
Telephone

_______________________________________________
Name of guest(s), D.O.B.’s and Passport or Driver’s License Numbers

_______________________________________________

Awards Program from page 1.
The December program also includes the 

presentation of  the Ele Dodson Tragen Award 
which was instituted in 2006 by retired FSO Irving 
Tragen in loving memory of  his wife Ele. This award 
recognizes an individual whose volunteer efforts and 
advocacy have greatly enhanced the global rights and 
benefits provided to FS spouses, family members, 
EFM domestic partners, or members of  household. 
The Tragen Award is administered by the DACOR 
Bacon Foundation in conjunction with AAFSW and 
FLO. 

The annual Lesley Dorman Award recognizes an 
AAFSW member who has given outstanding service 
to the organization over the years. Past recipients 
serve as the selection committee for this prestigious 
in-house award. 

This year the awards ceremony, which is held in the 
Benjamin Franklin Diplomatic Reception room at the 
Department of  State, will begin promptly at 10:15 a.m. 
and refreshments will not be served until completion 
of  the program at 11:30. From 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 
noon members and guests can mingle and enjoy the 
opportunity to personally chat with the 2009 award 
winners. Refreshments will be offered during the 30 
minute reception. 

Mark your calendars now and start the holiday 
season with this uplifting program. AAFSW members 
may attend free of  charge. Mail in the form below to 
reserve your place, or members may reserve their seats 
online at www.aafsw.org.
Group of volunteers and local community members at a medical 
outreach into the Sewan slums next to the Jakarta international 
airport. Photo from Jan Flattum-Reimers, 2009 SOSA winner.
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pLaCE 
sTaMp 
HErE 

OFFIcErS

Honorary President
Lisa Carty

President 
Faye Barnes 
president@aafsw.org

Presidents Emeritae 
Judy Felt 
Terri L. Williams 
Mette Beecroft  
emerita@aafsw.org

1st Vice-President 
Elaine Neumann 
Tel: 703-920-5773 
vicepresident1@aafsw.
org

2nd Vice-President 
Lisa Wilkinson 
vicepresident2@aafsw.
org

Board Secretary 
Barbara Ratigan 
Tel: 703-536-2015 
secretary@aafsw.org

Treasurer 
Lucy Whitley 
Tel: 703-536-2183 
treasurer@aafsw.org

Assistant Treasurer 
Anna Dworken 
treasurer2@aafsw.org

Membership 
Debbi Miller 
Tel: 703-470-6160 
membership@aafsw.org

Programs 
Sheila Switzer 
Tel: 703-569-8867  
programs@aafsw.org

Public relations 
Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497 
publicrelations@aafsw.
org 

Forum 
Judy Felt 
Tel: 703-370-1414

Art&BookFair 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
BookFair@aafsw.org

ADMInISTrATIOn 
& SErVIcES

AAFSW Office 
Margaret Teich 
4001 North Ninth Street 
Suite 214 
Arlington, VA, 22203 
Tel: 703-820-5420 
Fax: 703-820-5421 
office@aafsw.org

creative Director  
(newsletter and 
Website)
Kelly Bembry Midura 
Tel: 703-860-6723 
kelly@aafsw.org

Housing Desk 
Employee 
Services Center 
Main State, Room 1252 
Tel: 202-647-3573  
Tel: 202-647-3086  
housing@aafsw.org

Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497
Kay Youngflesh  
Tel: 703-683-0890

Book room  
Main State 
Room B-816 
Robin Jones 
Tel: 202-223-5796 
bookroom@aafsw.org

Livelines Moderator
Bert Curtis 
livelines@aafsw.org

Facebook Moderator
Jen Dinoia 
facebook@aafsw.org

cOMMITTEE 
cHAIrS

AFSA Liaison 
Patty Ryan 
Tel: 202-966-7696 
Fax: 202-362-1716
Ann La Porta 
Tel. 202-248-4246 
afsarep@aafsw.org

Archivist 
TBA

Art corner 
Dianne Bodeen 
Marian Rondon 
artcorner@aafsw.org

cLO Association
TBA 

Foreign-Born Spouses 
Huda Karaman 
703-821-2178 
Troella Tyznik 
703-780-5234 
fbspouses@aafsw.org

French Group 
Christel McDonald 
Tel: 703-525-9755 
frenchgroup@aafsw.org

Legislative Liaison 
Chris Zarr 
Tel: 301-229-7218 
congressrep@aafsw.org

Medical Evacuee 
Support 
Judy Smith 
Tel: 202-882-3021 
medevac@aafsw.org

Oral History 
Jewell Fenzi 
Tel: 202-387-4024 
oralhistory@aafsw.org

Playgroup coordinator
Brynn Gelband 
playgroup@aafsw.org
Post representatives 
Vacant

Scholarships
Carolyn Connell 
Tel: 703-241-2422 
scholarship@aafsw.org

Senior Living
Marguerite Anderson 
Tel: 301-652-5433 
seniorliving@aafsw.org

SOSA  
Cathy Salvaterra 
Tel: 703-538-1133 
sosa@aafsw.org

State Liaison 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
staterep@aafsw.org

Women in Transition 
Nancy Longmyer 
Tel: 703-532-4694 
divorce@aafsw.org


