
Published by the AssociAtes of the AmericAn foreign service WorldWide • WWW.AAfsW.org • november 2007

5555 Columbia Pike
Suite 208
arlington, Va 
22204-3117
tel: 703-820-5420
fax: 703-820-5421
email:  
offiCe@aafSw.org

Published by the AssociAtes of the AmericAn foreign service WorldWide • WWW.AAfsW.org • februAry 2008

welcome to New 
aNd RetuRNiNg 
membeRs

Debra M. Thompson
Enrico Verdolin
Dorothy R. Wheeler
Eric V. Youngquist

thaNk you to 
ouR geNeRous 
doNoRs

Enrico Verdolin
Suzan Al-Mutawa
Electra Beahler
Margaret Elaine Newmann
Patricia Ryan
Alicia Wilkinson
Anne Kauzlarich
Julia M. Harris
Joyce Robinson
Claire Bogosian
June B. Spencer
Mette Beecroft
Le Rowell
Marion Tiger
Barbara Pringle

5555 Columbia Pike
Suite 208
Arlington, VA 
22204-3117
tel: 703-820-5420
fax: 703-820-5421
email: office@aafsw.
org

 On December 4th, AAFSW celebrated its third annual awards program. Close to 100 
AAFSW members, as well as family members and guests of  the recipients, attended. Deputy 
Secretary of  State Ambassador John D. Negroponte, who presented the Secretary of  State 
Awards for Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA), spoke briefly about the value of  
volunteer efforts and how they reflect the best of  grass roots diplomacy. As each regional 
recipient accepted the award, they made brief  remarks relaying the power of  volunteer work 
and how the smallest steps taken in those efforts reaped valuable benefits for both giver and 
receiver. All their words were inspirational as they credited their families and community 
members who joined in their projects.

 The following pages include photos of  the event, award winners and presenters. AAFSW 
would like to thank all involved for a great event. We are already planning for 2008!

LOOKING BACK ON SOSA 2008

The 2007 SOSA recipients were, from left, Dennis Nice (EUR), Maria Regina Pontes (WHA), 
Alison Padget (EAP), and Neill Krost (AF), at far right. NEA/SCA recipient Paul Sabatine 
was unable to attend the ceremony because of emergency events in Dhaka but his mother Karen 
flew in from Oregon to accept the award in his place (third from right). Deputy Secretary of 
State Ambassador John Negroponte, second from right, presented the awards. 

SAVE THE DATE! Our next program is currently being planned for Tuesday, 
March 18. Please mark your calendars for what is sure to be a wonderful event. 
Future program dates are April 15 and May 20, 2008.
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SOSA Photos

From top left: Dennis E. Nice receives a SOSA award presented by Deputy Secretary of State Ambassador John Negroponte for serving as 
the catalyst to construct a new school facility for the American International School of Zagreb. Dennis used his leadership skills to draw 
together a multi-cultural and multi-functional team to draw up a viable school plan. Ambassador Daniel O’Donohue of DACOR Bacon 
House presents the Tragen Award to Lesley Dorman. Faye Barnes, AAFSW President, addressing the audience. Maria Regina Barros 
Pontes accepts her SOSA award.  In Managua, Maria’s succeeded in encouraging the women of a rural community to create baskets from 
newspapers and in persuading the town mayor to create a space in the town market for the sale of those handicrafts.



Program

3

SOSA Photos

Fron top left: Alison M. Padget receives her SOSA award. She served as a volunteer nutrition coordinator for the United Foundation 
for Chinese orphans, using her skills and expertise to improve the life of children who faced severe health issues. AAFSW member Debbi 
Miller leads the audience in Christmas carols. Former AAFSW President Lesley Dorman presents the Dorman Award to President 
Emerita Judy Felt for devoted and effective service to the organization. Neill G. Krost receives his award. During Neil’s two years in 
Cotonou, Benin, he devoted countless hours to the welfare of 250 children at the Abomey orphanage, located four hours from Cotonou. 
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SOSA Photos

Fron top left: Mrs. Karen Sabatine, mother of Paul A. Sabatine, accepts the SOSA award for her son, who was obliged to remain in 
Dhaka. Paul devoted his volunteer efforts to further the education of street children and the employment of destitute women in Dhaka. 
Cathy Salvaterra who organized and coordinated the entire SOSA program which included managing the world-wide selection of the five 
SOSA winners. Barbara Gordon, long-time AAFSW Program Chair, addresses the audience. Debbi Miller was presented with a bouquet 
for her wonderful musical performance as well as in recognition of her previous service as AAFSW office manager.
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aafsw pRogRams 
at the state 
depaRtmeNt

AAFSW has been 
informed by the Bureau 
of Security that our office 
can no longer accept 
Social Security numbers 
from our members and 
guests attending the 
monthly programs. Begin-
ning with the March 2008 
program all members 
and their respective 
guests must provide the 
AAFSW office with:

1.) Date of birth informa-
tion.

2.) U.S. driver’s license 
number or passport 
number. 

If the member or guest 
has a valid State Dept I.D., 
these new requirements 
do not apply. Please call 
the AAFSW office at 
703-820-5420 or email of-
fice@aafsw.org if you have 
any questions.

membeR 
passwoRd 
chaNged

The members-only 
section of our website 
contains up-to-the-minute 
news and information 
about AAFSW member 
activities and programs, a 
member directory, Board 
meeting minutes, archived 
copies of Global Link and 
much more.  To access 
this section, just visit 
ww.w.aafsw.org and click 
“Members LOG IN” at 
the top of the home page. 

The password for the 
members-only section 
changes each January.  To 
obtain the new password, 
current members should 
email office@aafsw.org. 

The Foreign Born Spouses Group held a 
wonderful Christmas party December 8th at the 
residence of  Tere Weinger in McLean, VA. The 
highlight of  the evening was a contest conducted 
by Tom and Sheila Switzer on Christmas 
traditions around the world. Christmas rituals and 
traditions were identified, and those guests who 
could name the correct country received presents. 
Holiday carols were sung in four languages. 

FOreIGN BOrN SpOuSeS pArty ON

Lastly, since Christmas is one of  the best 
holidays for love, all the couples smooched 
under the mistletoe! All the attendees agreed 
the event was a really fun kickoff  to the holiday 
season!
Above: AAFSW President Faye Barnes takes a turn 
under the mistletoe. Left: Foreign-Born Spouses 
Chairperson Sheila Switzer does the same. Below: a 
group photo of the holiday gathering.
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News to Use

An Invitation To Propose Projects For Funding By The J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust 

The J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust is a charitable fund established in the memory of  J. Kirby Simon, a Foreign 
Service Officer who died in 1995 while serving in Taiwan. The Trust is committed to expanding the opportunities for 
professional fulfillment and community service of  active Foreign Service Officers and Specialists and their families. 

The principal activity of  the Trust is to support projects that are initiated and carried out, on an entirely unofficial, 
voluntary basis, by Foreign Service personnel or members of  their families, wherever located. In 2007 the Trust made its 
eleventh round of  grant awards, 50 in all, ranging from $250 to $4500 (averaging $2280), for a total of  $113,940.  

The Trust now invites the submission of  proposals for support in 2008. It is anticipated that few of  the new grants 
will exceed the average size of  the 2007 awards, and that projects assisted by the Trust will reflect a variety of  interests and 
approaches, some of  which are illustrated by the 2007 grants. 

A proposal should include a description of  the project, what it is intended to achieve, and the role to be played by the 
applicant(s); a preliminary plan for disseminating the results of  the project; a budget; other available funding, if  any; and a 
brief  biography of  the applicant(s). Proposals should be no longer than five double-spaced pages (exclusive of  budget and 
biographical material). Please follow the application format available at www.kirbysimontrust.org or by contact the Trust 
(see below). 

Proposals for projects to be funded during calendar year 2008 must be received by the Trust no later than March 1, 
2008. 

Proposals can be submitted by mail, by fax or (preferably) by e-mail to: 

J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust 
93 Edgehill Road 
New Haven, CT 06511 
FAX: 203-432-0063 
Email: info@kirbysimontrust.org

J. KIrBy SIMON FOreIGN SerVICe truSt

The Foreign Service Institute, School of  Language Studies offers the following courses:

Beginner Courses (1/22/08 – 4/25/2008): Arabic, Chinese Mandarin, French, German, Greek, Japanese, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Korean, Persian (Farsi)

Conversion (1/22/08 – 4/25/08): Spanish to Portuguese, Russian to Polish, Russian to Slovak

Listening Comprehension (1/22/08 – 4/25/08) French

Consular Tradecraft (1/22/08 – 4/25/08) Russian

Advanced Reading (2/19/08 – 5/9/08) Arabic, Chinese, French, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish

For more information, and to enroll, log on to FSI’s OpenNet site (http://fsi.state.gov) and then click on ‘Distance 
Learning’ and then ‘Language Training’. This website requires State Department intranet access. 

E-mail questions to onlinelanguage@state.gov.

LeArN A NeW LANGuAGe
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AAFSW offers 6 program events annually to members and guests, usually on the third Tuesday in September, October, 
December, March, April and May. These programs are held in the Benjamin Franklin Room at the Department of  State, 
and are a benefit of  membership. They are planned for the enjoyment of  our members.  Please assist us by taking a few 
minutes to complete this survey to assist us in planning programs that you would like to attend.

You may check all that apply in 2, 3, and 4. Please number them according to your preference, with #1 as your best 
preference, or strongest reason. 

You do not need to sign this but please indicate how long you have been a member of  AAFSW. Please tear out the 
survey and return to: AAFSW, 5555 Columbia Pike, Suite 208, Arlington, VA 22204. You may also complete and submit the 
survey online at: http://www.aafsw.org/survey.htm. 

1. I have been a member of  AAFSW for ____ years.

2. How many programs have you attended in the last 4 years?

 None        ____
 Three        ____
 Six        ____
 Ten or more       ____

3. If  you do not attend programs regularly, please choose from the options below and if  more than one apply, please 
number them #1 for most important reasons, 2, 3, etc:

The topics are not to my liking      ____  
The $15.00 cost to attend       ____
Difficulty in parking and parking/transportation cost              ____
I cannot attend daytime programs (work, childcare, etc)   ____

4. Please list program topics of  interest, numbering from #1 (best) on down. Check all that apply.

AAFSW SOSA Holiday Awards program     ____
International and foreign affairs/current events speakers   ____
Cultural/Art programs (eg Art of  Splendor)     ____ 
History Related programs(Ben Franklin, Kingdom Of  Nubia)  ____ 
Celebrities/local color (Janet Cohen, DC Mayor)    ____
Pop culture/movies        ____
Department of  State issues (Women Ambassadors)    ____ 

Other suggestions: _______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The current format allows a very brief  period for coffee and refreshments, followed by a program. Would you prefer:

Program only, no refreshments and no cost to me    ____
Program with refreshments and a cost but more time to chat and mingle ____
Fewer programs annually       ____
No programs, except for the SOSA Awards program    ____

Thank you for your interest and for taking the time to complete this program survey. 

AAFSW prOGrAM SurVey
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