
Learn new job skills such as: 
book stocker, customer greeter, 
clothespin holder, art sales 

associate, wrapper/bagger, cashier, 
telephone answerer, bag checker—the 
list goes on. Now, you might feel that 
we are not making the best use of your 
professional skills and knowledge, but 
what we need during BookFair are 
willing workers, ready to be a part of the 
team. At times you will be very busy, 
sometimes things will be slow—but all 
of the above jobs need to be done to 
make BookFair’07 a success for AAFSW 
and for our customers.

See old friends. We guarantee that 

if you volunteer for more than one day 
during the week, you will see someone 
from at least one of your previous 
overseas posts. We do not, however, 
guarantee that you will remember their 
name or the post. We recommend 
going up to them and saying, “Hi, insert 
your name here.” If you are lucky, they 
will then say their name. If not, look 
at the ID badge hanging around their 
neck. This must be done immediately 
and before conversation commences. 
If things are slow and we have enough 
volunteers, you might be able to have 
a snack with them in the cafeteria and 
catch up on news.

Make new friends. In the large, 
spread-out Washington, DC, area, it 
is difficult to connect with the Foreign 
Service community. After all, there are 
no Hail and Farewells or sponsors. The 
AAFSW BookFair is one time during 
the year when many of us gather 
together, working towards a common 
goal. Your new friends will understand 
all about sea freight, home leaves and 
hardship allowances. And there will 
be no need to explain when you say, 
“When I lived in London (or Paris or 
Kuala Lumpur)…..”
BookFair’07—Sign up, Show up,  
Make it Happen

Back by popular demand…….

Three exceLLenT reaSonS To VoLunTeer 
for Bookfair’07
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foreign Service family members 
and employees are making a 
remarkable difference through 

their volunteer activities and should 
be acknowledged. Nominations are 
solicited for the second annual Eleanor 
Dodson Tragen Foreign Service Spouse 
Award and for the AAFSW/Secretary of 
State’s Award for Outstanding Volunteer 
Activities (SOSA). All members of 
the Foreign Service community are 
encouraged to present nominations.

Nominations for the annual 
AAFSW SOSA award must be received 
by october 5, 2007, and should cover 
volunteer activities by either a family 
member or an employee in one or more 
of the following categories: exceptional 

service to the USG community at post; 
outstanding activities directed toward 
the host country; and/or exceptional 
service in emergencies at post. Winners 
will receive their cash awards in a 
ceremony on December 4, 2007.

The Eleanor Tragen Award 
recognizes a family member who 
has effectively advocated for family 
member rights and benefits, as did the 
late Ele Tragen, a long-time AAFSW 
member. The award is funded by the 
income from a gift to Diplomatic and 
Consular Officers, Retired (DACOR) 
from her husband, retired Foreign 
Service Officer Irving Tragen. Tragen 
nominations must be received by 
DACOR by october 6, 2007, at 

Dacor Bacon House Foundation, 1801 
F Street NW, Washington DC 20006. 
The winner must be able to attend an 
award ceremony in Washington on 
December 4, 2007.

For more information on both of 
these awards, visit www.aafsw.org or 
phone 703-820-5420.

Two waYS To noMinaTe a  
foreiGn SerVice hero

5555 Columbia Pike, Suite 208
Arlington, VA 22204-3117

tel: 703-820-5420, fax: 703-820-5421
email: office@aafsw.org



aAFSW hosted a luncheon 
on June 7 in honor of its 
volunteers at the home of 1st 

Vice President, Elaine Neumann. Elaine 
and her husband, Ron Neumann, were 
gracious hosts to over 40 guests. Ron 
recently returned from a posting as 
Ambassador to Afghanistan. The tables 
were beautifully decorated with candles 
and azaleas from Elaine's garden. The 

luncheon was an opportunity to get 
acquainted with other volunteers and to 
chat with friends.  

The lunch was also an opportunity 
to meet the Board members and ask 
about issues and needs of our members. 
Members of the retiring Board of 
Directors were present and welcomed 
the members of the new Board. A short 
Board meeting with the new Board took 

place after the lunch. The next meeting 
will be July 17 in the AAFSW office.

President Emerita Judy Felt summed 
up the event saying, “The day was 
wonderful, the camaraderie apparent, 
and it was a treat to see an organization 
which relies so heavily on its volunteers 
acknowledge the wealth of talent and 
dedication within its membership.”
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neuMannS hoST aafSw VoLunTeerS



Name:______________________________

Address:_____________________________

___________________________________

Telephone number(s):__________________

___________________________________

Email:______________________________

Do you have a Department of State pass?  

❏ Yes  ❏ No

If no Department of State pass, please give: 

Date of birth:_________________________

Social Security Number:________________

This information is required by Diplomatic Security.

Book Corner

ocT
8

Columbus Day

9

9-12 set-up

12-3

Set-up Day

10

9-12 set-up

12-3

Set-up Day

11

Vernissage  
6–8

Loose Ends Day

12

9–12 set-up

12–5:30

Family Day

13

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to  
the Public

14

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to  
the Public

15

10–3:30

16

10–3:30

17

10–3:30

18

10–3:30

19

10–3:30

20

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to  
the Public

21

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to  
the Public

22

9–12

12–3

Clean up

I would like to assist:  
❏ Cashiering      ❏ I need a seated job
❏ General Duties     ❏ I would like to carpool
❏  Driver  

(needed Sat. and Sun. for one way trips to the Metro)

Please note: The times given are for periods when volunteer work is scheduled,  
not for hours when the BookFair is open to customers.

Remove the form, fold and place a stamp in the designated spot and return promptly. Parking fees will be reimbursed for 
those who volunteer on any day October 15th through 19th.

If you do volunteer, please do your best to honor your commitment. We depend on you.  
It is very difficult to insure volunteer coverage if people drop out at the last moment.

Yes, i want to help at Bookfair '07!
october 12–21, 2007

Please circle the times that you wish to work. Feel free to sign up for more than one day:

Please sign up no later than September 14th to allow for special BookFair badges from Diplomatic Security and for scheduling.

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

3



4

BOOKFAIR '07
AAFSW
5555 Columbia Pike, #208
Arlington, VA  22206-3117

Place 
stamp 
here

Above left and left: Debbi Miller performs at the recent 
Foreign Born Spouses recital.

Above: The lovely and lively French Group.



afSw JoB 
oPPorTuniTY
AAFSW currently 
seeks a Global Link 
production manager. 
The AAFSW Global Link 
Production Manager 
is responsible for 
all aspects of the 
design, production, 
and distribution of ten 
editions of the AAFSW 
newsletter each year 
for mailing to members 
and other AAFSW 
contacts in the U.S. 
and overseas. The 
schedule for production 
is normally monthly 
from September to 
May, with an additional 
edition produced during 
the summer months. 
The Global Link 
Production Manager 
should reside in the 
Washington, D.C. area 
and be a member 
of the U.S. Foreign 
Service and AAFSW. 
   A small stipend is 
paid for each month the 
Global Link is produced. 
Those interested 
in the position may 
contact office@aafsw.
org or the Media 
Director kim@aafsw.
org. Please provide 
contact information and 
a resume.

VoLunTeer
The Board Secretary 
position is still vacant. 
If you would like to 
serve in this capacity, 
would like more 
information, please 
contact the AAFSW 
office.

5

News to Use

Living the Foreign Service lifestyle can be 
both rewarding and taxing: enriching 
those who dedicate themselves to it, 

with myriad opportunities to experience 
cultural diversity, yet stressful to families due 
to constant relocations. For the ever-increasing 
cohort of foreign-born spouses, this unique 
lifestyle has another dimension: coming back to 
Washington may never feel quite like "coming 
home." In an effort to mitigate the effects of 
homesickness AAFSW's Foreign Born Spouses 
group organizes monthly events where foreign-
born spouses may interact with one another 
and get to know Washington DC. We cordially 
invite all AAFSW members to participate in 
our monthly events! 

FBS will gather on August 11 to celebrate 
cultural diversity with some of the Foreign-

Born Spouses sharing folklore presentations 
from their respective homelands. This program 
will take place at the residence of Guisela 
Shanon, 2401 Rocky Branch Road, Vienna, 
VA 22181. Presenters include: Ms. Lidia 
V. Rozdilsky, originally from Bulgaria. Her 
presentation at the event will include a short 
introduction to the Roma, Roma stories and 
crafts, and of course Roma-style belly dancing. 
Ms. Phetch Rattanasuwan-Carroll, “Fah” which 
means blue sky in Thai, was born and raised 
in Bangkok. Fah will demonstrate some of the 
traditional Thai dances. Ms. Leilani Herman 
is originally from Japan and is a Hawaiian by 
heart. Leilani will enlighten us with a Tai Chi 
demonstration.

For more information, please contact Sheila 
Switzer at sswitzer9@verizon.net, (703) 569-8867.

foreiGn Born SPouSeS

Often, our own AAFSW Yahoo Group, 
Livelines, offers input from members that is just 
too tempting to pass up. Bert Curtis recently 
contributed this slice of life from her time in 
Tokyo in response to a fellow member’s request for 
information on driving there. 

Please look for more “Line From the Livelines” 
in future Global Links. We also encourage you to 
visit our Yahoo Group at www.groups.yahoo.com/
group/livelines. While online, come on over and 
visit the website at www.aafsw.org.

ah, foreiGn SerVice car noSTaLGia!!!
Bert Schoen curtis, AAFSW Member

From 1991–1995 we had a very used Toyota 
station wagon that we bought for US $75 
from a departing diplomat. Four years and 
ten months later we sold it to the next happy 
driver for about $50. If it is still there, well, 
it might be yours for $2.80. I wonder if such 
diploclunkers still roll the streets of Roppongi.

I can see it now. It was dark blue, dented 

on both rear side doors from the time I got 
stuck between a light pole and the corner of 
a building near Azabu Juban going around a 
corner of what must have actually been a street 
just for motorcycles. (“Okay boys, mommy's 
car is going to make a BIG sound now...and 
then we will go home for dinner”). Inside it 
was solid and comfortable. If anything was 
ever left on (e.g. the radio not switched off, 
even though the car was) we would need a new 
battery. But that happened just a few times.

For trips to a military base every couple of 
months, it worked fine. Sitting in traffic for up 
to four hours...who cares what the car looks like 
or what is under the hood? For serious touring 
with another family, we rented a van from the 
employee's association. The rest of life in and 
around Tokyo involved public transportation or 
walking and I hope that has not changed. After 
all, the ROAD is already on the wrong side...

Good luck in Tokyo. Hope you love it as 
much as we did.

a Line froM The LiVeLineS



A wArm welcome 
to our new  
And returning 
members
Casey Bergen
Sandra Brew 
Nancy Buchanan
Susan S. Campbell
Carol Colloton
Joelle Bitoun Dodson
Reed J. Fendrick
Eleanor L. Fina
Albert Lester Glad
Jerry Grzenda
Mary Hartnett
Leilani Etsuko Herman
Christine M. Kalb
Claire Lent
William Littlewood
David L. Lyons
Constance L. Mills
Catherine Ostick 
Dana Lynn Pitts
Joy Lynn Salpini
Dorothy Sampas
Simer Srivastava
Edie F. Taylor
Katherine Tordella
Ruth Wagner
Robert Mark Ward
Jeanne H. Weaver

thAnk you to our 
generous donors
Marguerite Anderson
Rose-Anne Bartholomew
Margaret Bender
Susan H. Conrad
Marguerite Crimmins
Maria P. Eaves
Anne Fei
Margaret Gnehm
Helen Gordon
Mary Hanrahan
Charlotte Harrell
Linda R. Lynch
Genevieve Mason
Claire Mueller
Jin O'Neill
Catherine Ostick
Alice Pickering
Nicole Pierre-Posivak
Susan Quainton
Paula P. Riddle
Helen Skoufis
Ruth Villalovos

Tessa McBride  
a donation to Oral 
History as a tribute to 
Beverly Kahn, and in 
memory of John and 
Kathryn Loughran

�
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AAFsw membership renewAl 
And inFormAtion updAte
the date next to your name on the address label of your global link tells you when 
your membership expires. If it is 8/31/07, your membership is renewable this year. You can 
update your member profile, pay membership dues, and make financial contributions to AAFSW 
two ways: 1. Log on to www.aafsw.org and click How Do I Renew? or 2. complete this form and 
send it with your check (made out to AAFSW) to AAFsw membership, 5555 columbia pike,  
suite 208, Arlington, VA 22204-3117

Name________________________________

membership contributions (these are tax deductible)
❏ One-year membership $40.00   ❏ Scholarships  $________________
❏ Two-year membership $80.00  ❏ Headquarters  $________________
❏ Three-year membership $110.00  ❏ Volunteerism Award  $________________
❏ Four-year membership $135.00  ❏ Other gifts/bequests $________________
❏ Five-year membership $160.00 
 total payment   $________________

Are there changes in your life to report? help keep our database current!

Address, telephone, and/or email changes  _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

Children names and DOB  _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

Been evacuated recently? Where and when? _____________________________________

Been on SMA recently? _____________________________________

Changed jobs? _____________________________________

Been involved in AAFSW activities? _____________________________________

Ever been a CLO? _____________________________________



PLeaSe Mark 
Your caLendarS 
for our exciTinG 
faLL ProGraMS!
September 18
October 23
December 4  
(SOSA, Tragen, 
Dorman Award 
Presentations)
March 18
April 15
May 20

LanGuaGe 
TraininG 
aVaiLaBLe
The School of 
Language Studies 
(SLS) at the Foreign 
Service Institute 
(FSI) is pleased to 
announce distance 
learning (DL) 
language courses 
in Arabic, Chinese 
(Mandarin),German, 
Greek, Japanese, 
Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, sub-Saharan 
French, and Spanish. 
Introductory (basic) 
courses will also be 
offered in Korean 
and Farsi. Several 
intermediate and 
tradecraft level 
courses will also be 
offered. Courses 
will be conducted 
beginning this fall 
using FSI’s learning 
management system 
or on CD-ROMs, 
allowing participants 
to work with course 
materials at any time. 
Enrollment is available 
tuition-free to direct 
hire Department of 
State Employees 
and Eligible Family 
Members. For more 
information contact 
OnlineLanguage@
state.gov, or phone 
703-302-7070.
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Program

april and May brought an exciting and 
fascinating pair of AAFSW programs to 
the State Department. We were lucky 

to be joined by both engaging presenters and 
excellent audiences.

In April, The Honorable Ronald E. 
Neumann, our most recent U. S. Ambassador 
to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
since July 2005, filled us in on all the latest 
developments in that fascinating country. He 
returned from his post (to retire) just in time 
to be the featured speaker at our April 24th 
meeting.

Ambassador Neumann served for more 
than 30 years in the Middle East, including 
as our Ambassador to Algeria (1994-1997) 
and as Ambassador to Bahrain (2001-2004), 
and subsequently in Iraq where he was deeply 
involved in the political aspects of the US/Iraqi 
military operations in Fallujah, Najaf, and 
elsewhere. Because of his long-term familiarity 
with the entire region, he was the logical choice 
to deal with the resurgence of the military 

and Taliban fighters, who were seeking to 
undermine what had seemed to be a success on 
the part of the U.S. and its allies in stabilizing 
the beleaguered country of Afghanistan.

May brought us Dr. Necia Harkless, who 
gave a power-point presentation that brought 
Africa to life inside the State Department. It 
was called “The Great Traditions of Nubia”, 
and was based on a 24-year research project 
which culminated in the publication of her 
work entitled Nubian Pharaohs and Merioitic 
Kings: The Kingdoms of Kush. In this book, 
Dr. Harkless maintains that this history is 
important and significant to all Americans, 
helping readers “understand the contributions 
of the civilizations of Africa and Asia as a 
continuous historical entity.”

Special thanks go out to Ambassador 
Neumann and Dr. Harkless for their 
commitment and energy. AAFSW would also 
like to thank Barbara Gordon for her great work 
in organizing our programs each month.

ThankS for JoininG uS in  
aPriL and MaY

Please save the date of September 18th for the kickoff of our fall season of 
programs at the State department.
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officerS

honorary President 
Diana Negroponte 

President 
Faye Barnes 
president@aafsw.org

Presidents emeritae 
Judy Felt 
Tel: 703-370-1414

Terri L. Williams 
Tel/Fax: 703-289-1654

Mette Beecroft  
Tel: 301-320-7698 
emerita@aafsw.org

1st Vice-President 
Elaine Neumann 
Tel: 703-920-5773 
vicepresident1@aafsw.org

2nd Vice-President 
Katy Koch 
Tel: 703-350-6604 
vicepresident2@aafsw.org

Secretary 
Vacant

Treasurer 
Lucy Whitley 
Tel: 703-536-2183 
treasurer@aafsw.org

assistant Treasurer 
Margaret Teich 
Tel: 703-250-5099 
treasurer2@aafsw.org

Membership 
Katarina Hamilton 
membership@aafsw.org

Programs 
Barbara Gordon 
Tel: 202-338-0176 
programs@aafsw.org

Public relations 
Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497 
publicrelations@aafsw.org 

Forum 
Judy Felt 
Tel: 703-370-1414 

adMiniSTraTion & 
SerViceS

aaFSW office 
Debbi Miller 
5555 Columbia Pike, #208 
Arlington, VA  
22204-3117 
Tel: 703-820-5420 
Fax: 703-820-5421 
office@aafsw.org

housing Desk 
Employee Services Center 
Main State, Room 1252 
Tel/Fax: 202-647-3573 
housing@aafsw.org

Marguerite Fry 
Tel: 202-333-0611

Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497

Kay Youngflesh  
Tel: 703-683-0890

Book room  
Main State 
Room B-816 
Robin Jones 
Tel: 202-223-5796 
bookroom@aafsw.org

Media Director 
Kim Furnish 
editor@aafsw.org

global link Production  
Susan Lee 
Tel: 703-507-6190 
newsletter@aafsw.org

Web Master 
Kelly Midura 
kelly@aafsw.org

Website advertising 
Jeff Porter 
Tel: 1-443-618-9046 
advertising@aafsw.org

livelines Moderator 
Bert Curtis 
livelines@aafsw.org

coMMiTTee chairS

aFSa liaison 
Patty Ryan 
Tel: 202-966-7696 
Fax: 202-362-1716

Ann La Porta 
Tel. 202-248-4246 
afsarep@aafsw.org 

archivist 
Virginia Moore 
Tel: 301-530-5902 
archives@aafsw.org

art Corner 
Dianne Bodeen 
Marion Precht 
artcorner@aafsw.org

BookFair 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
bookfair@aafsw.org

Clo association 
Vacant 
clogroup@aafsw.org

Foreign-Born Spouses 
Sheila Switzer 
Tel: 703-569-8867 
sswitzer9@verizon.net

Graciela Huffman 
fbs@aafsw.org

French group 
Christel McDonald 
Tel: 703-525-9755 
frenchgroup@aafsw.org

legislative liaison 
Chris Zarr 
Tel: 301-229-7218 
congressrep@aafsw.org

loans/adult education 
Joan Pryce 
Tel: 703-739-0770 
edloans@aafsw.org

Medical evacuee 
Support 
Judy Smith 
Tel: 202-882-3021 
medevac@aafsw.org

oral history 
Jewell Fenzi 
Tel: 202-387-4024 
oralhistory@aafsw.org

Playgroup 
Jen Hoyer 
playgroup@aafsw.org

Post representatives 
Vacant

Scholarships 
Carolyn Connell 
Tel: 703-241-2422 
scholarship@aafsw.org

Senior living 
Marguerite Anderson 
Tel: 301-652-5433 
seniorliving@aafsw.org

SoSa  
Vacant

State liaison 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
staterep@aafsw.org

Women in Transition 
Nancy Longmyer 
Tel: 703-532-4694 
divorce@aafsw.org

5555 Columbia Pike
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