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Anice crowd of just over 130 gathered in
Foggy Bottom on December 5th to
celebrate members of the Foreign Service

community who have gone above and beyond
their daily responsibilities to make a difference
in the world around them.The Secretary of
State's Award for Outstanding Volunteerism
Overseas was founded in 1990 by then Secretary
James Baker and Mrs. Susan Baker.

Attendee and State Department Director
General George M. Staples announced that,
“these honorees symbolize the very best of our
American diplomats and their families. They
are a tribute to the generosity of the American
spirit”. He then presented each award winner a
certificate signed by Secretary Condoleeza Rice,
a commemorative pin, and a check for $2,000.

Special thanks go out to the AAFSW
members who volunteered their musical skills in
tribute to the SOSA winners. The performers
were: Patricia Veliotes (piano), Nancy Longmyer
(voice), Debbi Miller (voice), and Vanessa Miller
(flute). A selection was performed in honor of
each winner: a song about war orphans, a
Korean Melody, an African folk song, a Greek
folk song, and a love song in Spanish.

In addition to the five SOSA award winners,
the winners of the Lesley Dorman Award and
the Eleanor Dodson Tragen Award were also
honored. The Dorman Award recognizes an
AAFSW member who has given outstanding
service to the organization. The Eleanor
Dodson Tragen Award is named after a
deceased AAFSW member and funded by a
generous grant from her loving husband. This
new award, co-sponsored by FLO, DACOR,
and AAFSW, will recognizes a Foreign Service
spouse or family member whose efforts and
advocacy have demonstrably improved the
welfare, rights, and benefits of Foreign Service
family members. This year, the Tragen Award
recognized Jean Vance for her accomplishments
in the Foreign Service community. AAFSW
members Lisa Wilkinson and Dianne Bodeen
were both awarded the Lesley Dorman Award
for outstanding volunteerism in AASFW. Please
see page five for photographs of the honorees.

The ceremony was covered in the December
6th edition of the Washington Post by staff
writer Elizabeth Williamson in her article titled
"Kudos for Those Who Do Good Work
Overseas".

FOR THE GOOD YOU DO: 
SOSA WINNERS LAUDED

left to right: Terri Williams, Thomas Yazdgerdi, Kelley Hansen for her mother Kathy Hansen, Nelda Villines, Marian McGowan,
Steven Carroll, Judy Felt



Steven Carroll, posted to
Kabul for a year, dove into
Afghanistan's refugee

community. After collecting clothes
and money from American children for
the city's orphanages, he delivered the
loot in an armored car.

In Seoul, Kathy Hansen worked
with many schools, hospitals, libraries,
churches and charities. She made quilts
for wounded soldiers, crotcheted baby
blankets, ran bazaars and gift shops,
read and sang to children, organized
retreats and generally made life better
for everyone

Marian McGowan is a diplomatic
spouse and a pillar of Jackie's House, a
home for 36 abused, neglected and
abandoned children in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.
Beyond food and supplies, McGowan
and her volunteers taught the children
to write, speak English and mentor the
youngest among them.

A full-time embassy employee in
Swaziland, where AIDS affects more
than 40 percent of the population,
Nelda Villines found time to visit
scores of schools and hospitals,
distributing food, supplies and 3,000
teddy bears made by U.S. volunteers.

Thomas Yazdgerdi, a political
officer in Athens, used his time and
clout to help Greece's needy
immigrants, who are often subject to
discrimination by in-country assistance
groups. Yazdgerdi also helped renovate
a multicultural day-care center and
organized a benefit concert in Greece
that raised $100,000 for those left
homeless by Hurricane Katrina.

Photos courtesy of the award winners
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SOSA Awards

THE WINNERS CIRCLE:
SOSA HONOREES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Portions paraphrased from the Washington Post.

above: Steve Carroll at a Kabul orphanage
below: Kathy Hansen (third from the left) and friends in Seoul



THE MORE 
YOU KNOW
FSI is offering these
courses in January
and February 2007 to
all FS employees and
adult family members.
January 2007

Jan 22–23 SOS
Jan 26 Explaining
America
Jan 31 Managing Rental
Property (evening)
Feb 03 Communicating
Across Culture (Saturday)
Feb 03 Youth Security
Overseas Seminar
(Saturday)
Feb 05–06 SOS
Feb 07–09 Making
Presentations: From
Design to Delivery
Feb 10 Singles in the
Foreign Service
(Saturday)
Feb 12–13 SOS
Feb 12–14 Regulations,
Allowances, and Finance
Feb 16 High Stress
Assignment Out-brief
Program
Feb 20 Advanced Security
Overseas Seminar
Feb 21 Tax Seminar
(evening)
Feb 24 Protocol and U.S.
Representation Abroad
(Saturday) 

For more information and
to register, contact the
Transition Center at 
703-302-7268 or
FSITCTraining@state.gov.
For a full listing of
classes, visit
http://www.state.gov/m/
fsi/tc/c6950.htm
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SOSA Awards
Nelda Villines in
Swaziland

Marian McGowan in
Santo Domingo

Ambassador Staples
(DG) with Thomas
Yazdgerdi (right),
SOSA winner from
Greece
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News to Use

When starting out in the
Foreign Service, Leslie Ashby
knew that there were help

and support resources at State and FSI,
she just had to look for it. After
becoming AAFSW’s Media Director
(now immediate-past Media Director)
she compiled a document meant to help
“newbies” find the support that already
existed. The State Department Board of
Examiners has adopted Leslie’s resource
list and description and now mails it
out to all candidates who pass the
Foreign Service Oral Exam. 

In the next few issues, AAFSW will
reprint excerpts of Leslie’s document,
filled with information she’d rather have
had “sooner” than “later”. This
information can be found in its entirety
on the AAFSW website at:
www.aafsw.org

THE FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE’S
TRANSITION CENTER 

The Transition Center has three
divisions assisting employees and their
family members. The Overseas Briefing
Center (OBC) and the Training
Division provide resources that you will
need immediately. The third division,
the Career Transition Center, offers
financial management, estate and life
planning, and retirement education

seminars that we strongly encourage
you to begin using as early in your
career as you can.

The Transition Center has been
specifically set up to assist you and your
family members in your transition into
the U.S. foreign affairs community and
to and from your overseas assignments.
You will find a unique set of services
designed to help you negotiate the often
complex realities of entering into this
new lifestyle. Almost all of the services
are offered on a voluntary basis: you
and your family members have to seek
them out and use the services to derive
value from them. 

During employee orientation at the
Foreign Service Institute, the Transition
Center offers a two-day spouse
orientation including information about
the Foreign Service, the Department of
State, the job and bidding process,
moving logistics, stress management,
cultural adjustment, overseas medical
services, and international education
options. A partner office, the Family
Liaison Office discusses spouse
employment and naturalization
assistance, and a panel of other spouses
share their experiences.

Transition Center courses prepare
employees and family members for
overseas life. In addition to the Security

Overseas Seminars, classes include the
following:
•Personal and financial planning

courses such as Regulations,
Allowances, and Finances in the
Foreign Service Context, Tax Seminar,
Personal Finances and Investments for
Foreign Affairs Personnel, Managing
Rental Property from Overseas,
Financial Management and Estate
Planning, Annuities, Benefits and
Social Security, and Legal
Considerations in the Foreign Service.

•“Family” courses such as Encouraging
Resilience in the Foreign Service
Child, Maintaining Long-Distance
Relationships, Young Diplomats Day,
and Traveling with Pets.

•Protocol and U.S. Representation
Abroad, Realities of Foreign Service
Life, Explaining America,
Communicating across Cultures, and
other courses that help employees and
family members alike function
successfully in other countries. 

•Employment-related courses such as
the English Teaching Seminar and
Making Presentations: From Design to
Delivery. 

The Transition Center website
provides a complete course listing at
http://www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc/c6950.htm.  

RESOURCES FOR YOU

ORDER NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
AAFSW is updating its membership directory for
publication in the Members Only section of the AAFSW
website. We will mail a free directory to any member who
requests a printed copy. Order yours today by filling out the
form and sending it to AAFSW at the address listed. You
may also fax it to 703-820-5421 or send an email with the
following information to office@aafsw.org.

Yes, please send me a copy of AAFSW’s free membership directory.

______________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________
City State Zip

Please clip or copy this coupon and mail or fax to:
AAFSW, 5555 Columbia Pike, Suite 208

Arlington, VA 22204-3117
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News to Use

The Overseas Briefing Center
offers a family-friendly place to
research potential posts and find out
more about Foreign Service life. If you
are able to reach Arlington, Virginia,
the OBC Information Center operates
as a drop-in facility weekdays from
8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m., as well as some
Saturdays and evenings. For more
information, check the online schedule
(www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc, click on
“Overseas Briefing Center” and then
on “Open Hours”), call (703)302-7277
or e-mail FSIOBCInfoCenter@
state.gov. The Information Center
provides the following: 
•Country briefing boxes containing

post reports, Personal Post Insights
(first-person opinions on posts),
welcome material, and post-specific
information on spouse employment,
housing, security, education,
consumables, medical facilities,
automobiles, importing pets, tourism
materials, and maps. 

•Embassy newsletters listing current
events and announcements from posts,
school yearbooks, cultural guides, and

cross-cultural reference books. 
•Over 1000 post-specific audiovisuals,

including videos, CDs, and DVDs,
which may be checked out or viewed
at the center. 

•Print publications such as the Foreign
Service Assignment Notebook:What Do
I Do Now? (a primer for an
international move), Where in the
World Are You Going (a children’s
workbook), and Protocol for the
Modern Diplomat (these are also on
the Internet at http://www.state.gov/
m/fsi/tc/c9649.htm). 

•Handouts on consumables, traveling
with pets, personal documents,
financial planning, insurance, and
more (these can also be downloaded
by employees from the intranet at
http://fsi.state.gov/fsi/tc/default.asp?id
=1156). 

•Brochures, consumables catalogs,
listings of consumer services and
products (including automobiles and
220V appliances).

•“Welcome to Washington” resources
and material from other helpful
organizations. 

OBC also offers extensive
information about Foreign Service
posts on the State Department intranet
at http://fsi.state.gov/fsi/tc/epb/epb.asp.
These files can be e-mailed to you by
anyone who has intranet access,
including your significant other once
he/she has a log-on. 

Contact information: 
OBC Information Center
Room E2126 at the Foreign Service
Institute, 4000 Arlington Blvd,
Arlington, VA.  
Internet: www.state.gov/m/fsi/tc 
Intranet: http://fsi.state.gov/fsi/tc
(much more extensive resources)
Tel: 703-302-7277 (OBC) or 
703-302-7268/9 (TC Training)
E-mail: FSIOBCInfoCenter@state.gov. 

OBC can e-mail handouts and
electronic post information to people
who do not have State Department
intranet access. FSITCTraining@
state.gov (TC Training)

The two winners of this year's Dorman Award, Dianne Bodeen (left) and Lisa
Wilkinson (right) with Lesley Dorman (center).

Jean Vance (center), winner of Eleanor Dodson Tragen Award with Dan
O'Donohue (left), VP of DACOR Bacon House and Irv Tragen (right), creator
of Tragen Award



JOIN OUR TEAM
AAFSW is currently
seeking new members
to the Board of
Directors to fill a partial
slate of officers whose
terms are expiring.
Positions which
currently need new
volunteers include
President, SOSA Chair,
Scholarship Chair, and
CLO Group Coordinator. 
If you are interested,
please contact the
AAFSW office
(office@aafsw.org) for
further information.

MEMBER SURVEY
AAFSW member
Sharon Maybarduk is
currently working on a
post graduate degree
at Smith College and
our membership can
help. Sharon is
conducting a survey
regarding spousal re-
entry from life abroad
and will be polling the
AAFSW membership.
She thanks each of
you in advance for your
help and input.
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Youth

Organizations are once again offering
educational scholarships and
community service awards to the

children of Foreign Service employees—active
duty, retired or deceased. Help your kids be
recognized for their academic achievement,
volunteering efforts, and international
experiences. Visit www.aafsw.org for more
details and application and nomination
procedures on:

AFSA COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Since the 1960’s, AAFSW has raised funds

to aid college-bound FS youth. Each year
AAFSW donates funds to the AFSA
Scholarship Program. College scholarship
applications for the 2007/2008 school year are
available on the AFSA Scholarship Program
web page (www.afsa.org/scholar/index.cfm) or
by contacting 1-800-704-2372 ext. 504.
Awards range from $1,000 to $3,000. The
application deadline is February 6, 2007.

THE DREYFUS AWARDS
The Dreyfus Awards are given by the

DACOR Bacon House Foundation to
encourage the study of international relations.
Several scholarships and fellowships are
available in academic year 2007/2008 for
children and grandchildren of Foreign Service
Officers, active or retired, for study at the
Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, CT and Yale
University. For more information contact the
DACOR Bacon House at 202-682-0500 ext.
17 or 800-344-9127 or
prog.coord@dacorbacon.org.

SDFCU College Scholarship
The State Department Federal Credit

Union Annual Scholarship Program is for
college students who have a SDFCU account
in good standing. They will distribute $20,000
among applicants selected by the Scholarship

Committee. Past winners may apply this year.
The competition begins in February. For more
information call 703-706-5019, email
marketing@sdfcu.org, or go to
www.sdfcu.org/youth.

2007 UNA CHAPMAN COX AWARD FOR
FOREIGN SERVICE YOUTH

This award, offered by the Foreign Service
Youth Foundation  (FSYF), honors FS youth
(grades 7 to 12) who have demonstrated
outstanding volunteer efforts either in
community service or in service to their peers
related to the challenges of an internationally
mobile lifestyle while living in the U.S. The
top award includes a certificate of recognition
and a $2,000 U.S. Savings Bond to be
presented at the Youth Awards Ceremony in
the Department of State this summer. 

2007 HARRY M. JANNETTE
INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR FOREIGN
SERVICE YOUTH

The FSYF offers this overseas community
service award to two Foreign Service youth
(grades 7 to 12) who have demonstrated
outstanding volunteer efforts either in
community service or in service to their peers
while facing the challenges of growing up in an
internationally mobile lifestyle. Each winner
will receive a certificate of recognition and a
$3,000 U.S. Savings Bond to be presented at
the Youth Awards Ceremony in the
Department of State this summer or at post.

Nominations deadline for both FSYF
awards is April 14, 2007. For more
information on either award, please email
fsyf@fsyf.org or call 301-404-6655.

FUNDS FOR COLLEGE:
SCHOLARSHIPS & SERVICE
AWARDS



ARE YOU
RETURNING TO THE
DC AREA?
If you are coming back
to this area this
summer please
remember to contact
AAFSW! Even if you
are going to be here
for only a few weeks or
months, we could use
your help! We need
volunteers to do all
sorts of things; go
through office files,
help with meetings,
talk to groups about
the services and
programs that AAFSW
offers to family
members to name just
a few! As an AAFSW
member, be sure that
your CLO includes
information about
AAFSW in her
departure information
for those returning to
Washington.
You can point out the
information that is
included in this Global
Link! AAFSW can act
as a resource for
those are returning,
especially those who
have children or those
who just need
information! Make
sure that everyone at
post know about
Livelines! If you have
a friend who might be
interested in being
part of the AAFSW
team, encourage
him/her to contact us.
Our office is only a 
10 minute drive from
FSI and we have 
plenty of parking. Be
part of the AAFSW
team! Of course we
always welcome
thoughts, comments
and suggestions!
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Youth

The Foreign Service Youth Foundation is
now accepting entries for their annual
youth art competition. This year “Lands I

Have Lived, Lands I Have Loved” includes
entries in all media that depict themes from
around the world or global nomadic cartoons. 

Participation is open to all Foreign Service
youth but limited to one submission per child.
Participants will be judged in three age
categories: 5-8, 9-12, and 13-18. This year, the
prizes are an exciting incentive! First place in
each category will receive $500 from the State
Department Federal Credit Union. Second
place winners will each be awarded $250.
Third place winners will receive $100 in each
category.

The deadline for entry arrivals is February
16, 2007. Submissions must be labeled with
the parent/guardian’s full name, the artist’s full
name, birth date, phone number, and email

address and artwork title. The entries will
become the property of the State Department
Federal Credit Union and the Foreign Service
Youth Foundation. All artwork may be used in
promotional materials and/or auctioned off for
the Children’s Miracle Network Charity. Please
note: ARTWORK CANNOT BE RETURNED.
Please don’t submit videos or musical
recordings. 

So have fun and be creative! Entries may be
sent to:

Melanie Newhouse, 
Executive Director
Foreign Service Youth Foundation
17707 Caddy Drive
Derwood, MD  20855

For more information, contact the Foreign Service
Youth Foundation at  fsyf@fsyf.org or 301-404-
6655 www.fsyf.org

FOREIGN SERVICE YOUTH “LANDS
I HAVE LIVED, LANDS I HAVE
LOVED” ORIGINAL ART CONTEST!

"Fifi, Me, Mon Ami in Paris" by Alexandra Miller, a 2006 winner
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OFFICERS

President
Judy Felt
Tel: 703-370-1414
president@aafsw.org

Presidents Emeritae
Terri L. Williams
Tel/Fax: 703-289-1654

Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698
emerita@aafsw.org

1st Vice-President
Elaine Neumann
Tel: 703-920-5773
vicepresident1@aafsw.org

2nd Vice-President
Sandy Taylor
Tel: 301-388-0170
vicepresident2@aafsw.org

Secretary
Connie Griffin
Tel: 703-272-3046
secretary@aafsw.org

Treasurer
Lucy Whitley
Tel: 703-536-2183
treasurer@aafsw.org

Assistant Treasurer
Margaret Teich
Tel: 703-250-5099
treasurer2@aafsw.org

Membership
Katarina Hamilton
membership@aafsw.org

Programs
Barbara Gordon
Tel: 202-338-0176
programs@aafsw.org

Public Relations
Lesley Dorman
Tel: 202-484-3497
publicrelations@aafsw.org 

ADMINISTRATION &
SERVICES

AAFSW Office
Debbi Miller
5555 Columbia Pike, #208
Arlington, VA 
22204-3117
Tel: 703-820-5420
Fax: 703-820-5421
office@aafsw.org

Housing Desk
Employee Services Center
Main State, Room 1252
Tel/Fax: 202-647-3573
housing@aafsw.org

Marguerite Fry
Tel: 202-333-0611

Lesley Dorman
Tel: 202-484-3497

Kay Youngflesh 
Tel: 703-683-0890

Book Room 
Main State
Room B-816
Robin Jones
Tel/Fax: 202-223-5796
bookroom@aafsw.org

Media Director
Kim Furnish
editor@aafsw.org

Global Link Production 
Susan Lee
Tel: 703-507-6190
newsletter@aafsw.org

Web Master
Kelly Midura
kelly@aafsw.org

Website Advertising
Jeff Porter
Tel: 1-443-618-9046
advertising@aafsw.org

Livelines Moderator
Bert Curtis
livelines@aafsw.org

Legal Consultant 
Jennifer Joy Bronk
legal@aafsw.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AFSA Liaison
Patty Ryan
Tel: 202-966-7696
Fax: 202-362-1716

Ann LaPorta
Tel. 202-248-4246
afsarep@aafsw.org

Archivist
Virginia Moore
Tel: 301-530-5902
archives@aafsw.org

Art Corner
Dianne Bodeen
Marion Precht
artcorner@aafsw.org

BookFair
Mette Beecroft
Tel: 301-320-7698
Fax: 301-320-0963
bookfair@aafsw.org

CLO Association
VACANT
clogroup@aafsw.org

Foreign-Born Spouses
Lisa Wilkinson
Tel: 703-356-9233

Chris Zarr
Tel: 301-229-7218
fbspouses@aafsw.org

French Group
Christel McDonald
Tel: 703-525-9755
frenchgroup@aafsw.org

Legislative Liaison
Chris Zarr
Tel: 301-229-7218
congressrep@aafsw.org

Loans/Adult Education
Joan Pryce
Tel: 703-739-0770
edloans@aafsw.org

Medical Evacuee
Support
Judy Smith
Tel: 202-882-3021
medevac@aafsw.org

Oral History
Jewell Fenzi
Tel: 202-387-4024
oralhistory@aafsw.org

Playgroup
Jen Hoyer
playgroup@aafsw.org

Post Representatives
Ruby Carlino
postrepresentative

@aafsw.org

Scholarships
Phyllis Wickman
scholarships@aafsw.org

Senior Living
Marguerite Anderson
Tel: 301-652-5433
seniorliving@aafsw.org

SOSA 
Terri L. Williams
Tel/Fax: 703-289-1654
sosa@aafsw.org

State Liaison
Mette Beecroft
Tel: 301-320-7698
Fax: 301-320-0963
staterep@aafsw.org

Women in Transition
Nancy Longmyer
Tel: 703-532-4694
divorce@aafsw.org


