
A WARM WELCOME
TO OUR NEW 
AND RETURNING
MEMBERS
Seth Blaylock
Sophia Devine
Sabrina Volciak

THANK YOU TO 
OUR GENEROUS
DONORS
Lesley Dorman
Nan Leininger
Pamela Pelletreau
Elaine Diana Smith

The members and
officers of AAFSW
realize that our
community reaches
well-beyond those who
are able to gather at
the annual holiday
celebration. To those
of you at post this
time of year we
extend our heartiest
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! May
the joy of the season
reach you from Tokyo
to Turkmenistan…
Bangladesh to Baku.
AAFSW hopes that
2007 brings you
happiness, safety and
your top choice on the
bid list.
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December 2006 brings our annual
celebration of the Foreign Service
community through the presentation of

the Secretary of State’s Awards for Outstanding
Volunteerism Abroad, an award administered by
AAFSW with the help of generous donations
from the former Secretaries of State, from the
Green Foundation, and from AAFSW members
themselves. There will be the Lesley Dorman
Award, an internal recognition of an AAFSW
member who has given outstanding service to the
organization. And there will be a brand new
award, the Ele Dodson Tragen Award, named
after a deceased AAFSW member and funded by
a generous grant from her loving husband. This
new award, co-sponsored by FLO, DACOR, and
AAFSW, will recognize a Foreign Service spouse
or family member whose efforts and advocacy
have demonstrably improved the welfare, rights,

and benefits of Foreign Service family members.
Each of the SOSA winners (see pages 2 & 3

for more information on the winners) participate
in the event and are invited to speak about their
experiences at post. Each year the nominees
provoke awe and inspiration with the stories of
their pursuits. Ambassador George Staples,
Director General of the Foreign Service, will
make presentations, and representatives from
each bureau and the media have been invited.
The event culminates each year in the, not-to-be-
missed, holiday sing-along.

AAFSW is proud to announce the 2006
winners of the SOSA awards in the pages 
that follow.

Look for photos from the December 5th event, as
well as photos of the SOSA award winners at post,
in the January issue of the Global Link.

DECEMBER BRINGS AWARDS,
ACCOLADES AND 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Thanks for making BookFair 06 
a great success. 
Read more about it on Pages 4 & 5
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SOSA Awards

Steven Carroll
Kabul, Afghanistan (NEA/SCA)

While serving a one-year tour in
Kabul with no CLO, no employee
association and no contact with the
outer world, Steve stepped in to help
mission morale through contact with
the host country. He organized
clothing drives for the Window of
Hope orphanage, collecting donations
from school children in the USA and
delivering them in an armored vehicle.
He created the Embassy “big blue
boxes”, institutionalizing charitable
donations to orphans and refugees.  To
raise funds for needed firewood for
heating and cooking at the orphanage,
he organized Post’s first fund-raising
charity dinner, an elegant Valentine’s
Day event that raised post morale and
$1500 for firewood. He masterminded
the first Kabul Music Festival which
took place just after the most serious
riots – lifting morale with outdoor
music, dancing, BBQ, raffle, and
Afghan decorations. Working with an
NGO in Afghanistan, he helped them
raise $2700 to fund book bags given to
children across the country, and
arranged for the US military to donate
16 containers of surplus food and
drugs to the poor. All this, while
working full time, and in a war zone!

Kathy Hansen
Seoul, Korea (EAP)

An EFM (Employed Family
Member) in Seoul, Kathy has dedicated
two years at post to a full range of
volunteer services for the benefit of
U.S. Government employees through
her involvement in: the American
Forces Spouses Club, their Chosun
Gift Shop, Quilts for Soldiers and
Stork’s Nest Quilts, baby blankets for

The Christ Child Society, Seoul
Elementary School, the Embassy Book
Club, Yongsan Vacation Bible School,
Yongsan Library, Cursillo, Holy Family
Parish (South Post Chapel), CLO
Monthly Teas, and financial support
for the adoption of children from
Korea, Vietnam, and China. She is
especially valued for her ability to
recruit, direct and advise other
volunteers in this multitude of
community projects. Her motto is that
no task is too difficult to perform,
especially when it touches the hearts of
both the giver and the recipient.
Marian McGowan
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
(WHA)

Marian has been a tireless volunteer
with Jackie's House, a home that
provides a safe and nurturing
environment for thirty-six children
with mental or physical handicaps,
children who have been abused and
neglected, and children of parents who
cannot appropriately provide for them
(such as children of prostitutes). She
uses her personal resources to teach
them English, and has established a
network of donors from her friends
and family in the U.S. to help support
the home. With these donations, she
provided paper, crayons, school
supplies, and even a television and
VCR. She encouraged other Embassy
volunteers who now regularly teach
English, organize and implement
holiday and birthday parties, read to
the little ones, and become mentors to
these disadvantaged children. Marian's
generosity, vision and willingness to go
the extra mile have made a huge
difference to Jackie's House and she
has energized the entire Embassy
community with the opportunity to

give back to the host country. As a
Foreign Service spouse in her first tour
abroad, she has already become a true
Ambassador for the United States.

Nelda Villines
Mbabane, Swaziland (AF)

A full-time Embassy employee,
Nelda has been dedicating her time,
effort, and personal finances to help
HIV-positive orphans and women in
Swaziland for two years. She has visited
30 schools and hospitals across the
country distributing food, clothing,
books and school supplies, blankets,
and toys. She has involved others (in
the US and the Embassy), encouraging
them to give dollar donations, quilt
designs, or time. She visits and assists
self-help projects, and gathers resources
to benefit the multitudes of needy
people living in a country where the
official HIV/AIDS prevalence rate is
42.6%. She convinced new arrivals to
the Embassy to donate their shipping
crates so they can be used to build
tables or benches for rural community
schools. She brought the Minnesota-
based "Mother Bear Project" to
Swaziland, where she receives knitted
teddy bears to distribute to
impoverished Swazi children. She and
her husband were instrumental in the
building of the Samukelwe Family
Centre and the Hope Heals Centre,
and they have contributed funds to the
schooling of two high school children
and three adults for computer classes.

Thomas Yazdgerdi
Athens, Greece (EUR)

Tom is a political officer who was
serving in Greece when he undertook
the charitable endeavors we honor
today. Many of his efforts benefited the

2006 SECRETARY OF STATE’S AWARD FOR
VOLUNTEERISM OVERSEAS WINNERS
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SOSA Awards
burgeoning immigrant community in
Athens, who are often discriminated
against by the Greek organizations for
the needy. He organized the
refurbishing of the Multicultural
Daycare Center, he worked to get
Thanksgiving turkeys for The Ark, the

Mother Teresa Center, and Helping
Hands (Athens Refugee Center), and
he headed the Community Service
Network, spurring other Embassy
personnel to help with clothing drives,
etc. He collaborated with several Greek
foundations and other NGOs, creating

the Katrina Relief Organizing
Committee; they organized a benefit
concert that raised nearly $100,000 for
the Katrina victims, which was
presented by the Greek Ambassador to
Habitat for Humanity to rebuild
homes.  

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING

AAFSW is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization. The generous tax-
deductible donations from the

community help to fund our activities
and services, which support the entire
Foreign Service community. AAFSW's
continued work depends on your
membership and tax-deductible
contributions. Both membership
application and contributions can be
easily completed through our website
www.aafsw.org

If you prefer to donate through the
mail, contributions can be mailed to
our offices:
Associates of the American Foreign
Service Worldwide
5555 Columbia Pike
Suite 208
Arlington, VA 22204-3117

A generous, tax-deductible gift can
be designated to support specific
projects within AAFSW such as:
1. AAFSW Headquarters Fund

This fund helps cover the costs for
supporting the website, Livelines,
the publication Global Link, 
our office manager's salary and
office equipment, etc. along with
any supporting funds sought by 
the special interest groups for 
their activities.

2. Volunteerism Award Fund
Each year in cooperation with the
regional departments of the State
Department, we select and honor
someone from each geographical
region who has shown exceptional
volunteer outreach overseas. While
the stipends are funded through a
separate grant, the money to
administer the program and pay for
the honoring lunches is funded
through donations. 

3. AAFSW Scholarship Fund
In addition to supporting the
AAFSW/AFSA scholarships for
Foreign Service youth seeking

scholastic expense support and the
Foreign Service Youth Foundation,
AAFSW has also supported separate
scholarships for spouses wishing to
further their own education. 

4. AAFSW gratefully accepts gifts such
as stock options, bequests or other
on-going financial mechanisms. Call
or email our office (703-820-5420,
office@aafsw.org) to learn more
about these possibilities.

5. Make a donation in honor or
memorial of a friend, relative, or
colleague. At your request, the
honor/memorial will be published
on our website and in the Global
Link.

Your support of AAFSW this
holiday season helps to ensure our
continued outreach and support to the
Foreign Service community year-
round. If you have any questions,
please call our offices at 703-820-5420.

ORDER NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
AAFSW is updating its membership directory for
publication in the Members Only section of the AAFSW
website. We will mail for free a directory to any member
who requests a printed copy. Order yours today by filling
out the form and sending it no later than December 30
to AAFSW at the address listed. You may also fax it to 
703-820-5421 or send an email with the following
information to office@aafsw.org.

Yes, please send me a copy of AAFSW’s free membership directory.

______________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________
City State Zip

Please clip or copy this coupon and mail or fax to:
AAFSW, 5555 Columbia Pike, Suite 208

Arlington, VA 22204-3117
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Book Corner

On Sunday, October 23rd, the
AAFSW’s 46th Annual
BOOKFAIR came to a close. It

is such labor intensive work that each
year, we look back and ask
incredulously, “Did we really manage
to do it again?” At least for the past few
years, there has not been a major
disruption or event with which to
contend. In 2000, we were concerned
about the effect of the helicopter up-
draft on the tent when they brought in
the big bird. No one will ever forget
the events of 9/11. Miraculously, we
managed to hold BOOKFAIR even
then. Later on we had the sniper
incident that reduced attendance
because people were simply afraid to
leave their houses. And fairly
frequently, BOOKFAIR and the
Marine Marathon have taken place at
the same time, creating an obstacle
course for those trying to reach
BOOKFAIR. This year, there was no
special event. Judging roughly from the
number of labels people filled out for
postcards for 2007 (about 800),
attendance was about the same as
usual. However, with a gross profit of
$66,877, our sales were definitely
down. However, our expenses are
nowhere near 50% of the profit that
was the point at which the Vassar Book
Sale finally decided to close down. 

It would be useful to be able to
explain just why proceeds were down.
Certainly publicity was just about the
same as other years so people knew
about BOOKFAIR. However, there
were not many people who bought
huge amounts of books and the Art
Corner did not have some of the big-
ticket items it has had in the past. Nor
was there anyone who bought
thousands of dollars worth of small
items at Art Corner—which happened
one year. The Stamp Corner also was

not as successful as it has been in
previous years. Whether reduced sales
can also be connected to a troubled
economy and lack of consumer
confidence is hard to say.

Nevertheless, for many people,
BOOKFAIR is still a real institution.
People look forward to it with great
anticipation and some come from
considerable distances to participate—
either as shoppers or as volunteers.
The latter continue year after year
because they believe in the cause
(scholarships, charitable contributions
and limited support to the AAFSW),
because they like books and because
they enjoy the camaraderie. And our
faithful customers enjoy it as a unique
source of interesting books, stamps and
art objects. 

Many people do not realize that
BOOKFAIR work goes on all year.
The BOOKROOM Manager makes
multiple trips to Washington,
Maryland and Virginia to pick up
books and objects from all over the
world. Then there are the volunteers
who have made the crucial and

sustained commitment to work in
BOOKROOM, BOOKPLACE and
the ART ROOM during the entire
year. Another group of volunteers
works all year as well to prepare stamps
to be sold at STAMP CORNER.

In March, BOOKFAIR planning
starts in earnest when multiple requests
for donations first start to go out. Later,
publicity for the actual event has to be
distributed. There are also many
logistical considerations which the
BOOKROOM manager handles with
enormous expertise. We need a tent,
many extra bookshelves, power sources,
extra telephones and barrels to fill with
water to hold up the tent. The
demanding job of Treasurer is central to
the whole outcome as day by day,
accounts are kept and proceeds are
deposited at the bank.

None of this would be possible
without the support of numerous
individuals or offices. The AAFSW
very much appreciates that Ambassador
George Staples, Director General of the
Foreign Service was willing to take the
time to open BOOKFAIR. We also
acknowledge with much gratitude the
invaluable support of Diplomatic
Security, General Services and Real
Property that regularly has contributed
the use of their color copier. Last but
not least is the continued support of
Bill Littlewood and his Stamp Corner
volunteers. Over the years, they have
generously contributed thousands of
dollars.

AS ALWAYS, AN ENORMOUS
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
WHO SO WILLINGLY OFFERED
THEIR SERVICES AND SUPPORT
FOR BOOKFAIR 2006.

Mette Beecroft
BOOKFAIR Chair

BOOKFAIR 2006
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HELP AAFSW,
SHOP AMAZON
As the holiday season
approaches, please
remember that your
Amazon purchases
help support AAFSW.
Simply go to
www.aafsw.org, click
on the amazon.com
icon on the homepage
(or throughout the
website) and then
continue shopping as
usual. That effortless
click allows AAFSW to
earn a commission on
your purchase at no
cost to you.

Please link to
amazon.com through
the AAFSW website
every time you shop.
And then tell your
friends and family to
do the same! This
small action earns
AAFSW several
hundred dollars each
year to help support
our services and
activities. Thanks for
helping us and happy
holidays!
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News to Use

Our sincere thanks to
Aneta Georgievska-
Shine for her October

presentation, Rembrandt: Four
Hundred Years Later. AAFSW
members and friends enjoyed
her lecture about the Dutch
artist, who is widely
acknowledged as the master of
light and shadow, rich color,
and luxuriant brushwork.

Aneta Georgievska-Shine
was born and educated in
Macedonia, where she received
a B.A. in English Language and
Literature. Upon moving to the
United States, she began

studying art history, earning her
PhD at the University of Maryland
under the mentorship of Arthur
Wheelock, curator of northern
baroque paintings at the National
Gallery of Art in Washington. She
received a post-doctoral curatorial
fellowship from the Samuel H.
Kress Foundation.   

Aneta has a remarkable ability
to make the listener feel a part of
the period she is discussing, and
it was a great privilege to
celebrate the four-hundredth
anniversary of Rembrandt’s birth
with her.

DANK U ANETA!

AFSA is once again seeking your views.
The January 2007 Foreign Service
Journal's cover story will feature the

results of the following questionnaire,
comparing overseas posts on working
conditions, quality of life, etc. This Web-based
survey contains just over 50 mostly multiple-
choice questions and can be easily completed in
a few minutes. (The survey also gives you a
chance to add comments in each section.) 

While the questions are worded in the present
tense, it is fine to evaluate your previous overseas
post if you are back in Washington or have been
at your new assignment too short a time to assess
it. However, if it has been more than four years
since you served at the post, or you were only
there a short time, please do not take the survey. 

This survey is intended as a vehicle for you to

give us candid, anonymous feedback --positive,
negative and mixed--about your current or most
recent overseas post. That information will help
guide AFSA in advocating for you on the main
issues facing the Foreign Service in our
discussions/negotiations with department
management. Note that we will not use any
names or identifying information in our write-
up; nor will responses be shared with anyone
outside AFSA. 

Please take this quick survey NOW and
forward this survey link to all your active-duty
State colleagues:
http://www.zoomerang.com/
survey.zgi\?p=WEB225VKSK6VRH

Results will be published in the January issue of
Foreign Service Journal.

FSJ EDITOR STEVE HONLEY:
ANNOUNCING THE FSJ'S FIRST
SURVEY OF THE BEST AND WORST
OVERSEAS POSTS! 
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Edited from the oral history files courtesy of
the Association for Diplomatic Studies and
Training (www.adst.gov). Marguerite and
her family served at ten Foreign Service
posts from 1940 until 1965.

Ifinally arrived in New York (from
Europe). It turned out later that my
husband (to be) was then taking the

Foreign Service exams. In those days,
you took the writtens in late September
or early October, waited to find out if
you passed the writtens. Then you had
to wait several months until December
to take the orals. You again waited
until January to take the physical. And
finally, you waited some more until
Congress appropriated the money that
would take care of the salaries. Later,
you would find out where your new
post would be.

My husband decided that we would
go to Washington and we'd have the
wonderful experience of getting our feet
wet and learn something about
Washington even before we had the
post. The salary was that of a private
third-class or second-class or maybe
first-class, but anyway it was $115 a
month. And rent for a furnished place,
a one-room studio, was $90.00. And so
that left about $25.00 to feed him at
noontime at the State Department and
for us to have dinner and to feed our
car gasoline and oil. Fortunately we had
some wedding present money.
Otherwise, I don't know what we
would have done.  We next went to
Toronto and that was a very good
experience because there is so much to
learn when you are a new vice consul.
You're not a third secretary, of course,
until you go to an embassy. Toronto is a
consulate general. What he was learning
at least was in English. We could have

just as easily gone to Havana which was
another one, but all the first year posts
were nearby. Mexican border, Canadian
border, and Havana…

We had a few weeks of vacation and
then we went to South America. When
we arrived in Panama (en route to
Montevideo), they had us put down
our curtains; we couldn't look out at
all, and we didn't know why not at the
time, but you can guess. An attack on
the Canal was expected…

Uruguay was a very wonderful little
country. It was particularly nice at that
time. Now when I visited there again,
they always said, "How do you happen
to speak Spanish?" So I would say, "I
lived here during the War", and "Oh
that was the golden era."…

(Next came Rio)… Rio has quite a
few problems and one of them is
definitely water. We used to go to a
convent nearby, put some money in the
little till there and then we all, everyone
from my little five year old and the
gardener and everybody would carry an
appropriate sized pail or electric roaster
pan and take water from there…

(Following Bogotá and DC)… We
were next assigned to Tokyo, and we
stopped off in California to visit my
parents. It was the only time I ever read
six books on our next post - and also
the only time when we didn't go to that
post. My husband had already taken
our car down to Long Beach to be put
on the ship. Well…the phone rang…he
answered and it turned out that it was
Western Union telling us that we were
going to Manila and that the orders for
Tokyo were canceled. In Manila…
when we had our children settled in
school, we still had many other things
to learn and we used to go down to
Caviti Naval Base. At every corner there

was a tank swinging its guns. You
slowly drove under the tank gun and
continued until the next tank protected
you. It was as if they were aiming at
you. Just because my husband and I
were not worried, our children were not
worried. They just thought that was
great. There was no such thing as "Star
Wars" in those days, but they had their
own "Star Wars" there…

Anyway, all in all, we always felt
that we were very fortunate with our
posts. We were also very lucky that our
children didn't have the terrible
problem of re-entry…But as I said
earlier, since I'd had problems
(following a childhood mostly abroad),
it made me more understanding. I
could really help them in a way and
they're all very well-adjusted and
haven't had that many problems that I
can tell. But of course when I say
things like that, well then one or the
other will say, "Now Mother, don't be
smug." (laughs) 

Marguerite is a career-long member 
of AAFSW

EXCERPTS FROM THE ORAL HISTORY 
OF MARGUERITE ANDERSON
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