
Published by the Associates of the American Foreign Service Worldwide • www.aafsw.org • September, 2004

Here is your chance to support a worthy
cause and potentially win some terrific
D.C.-area prizes. A dinner out, a

B&B weekend getaway, a Chinese
cooking demonstration for six in your
own home—these are just a few of the great
prizes being given away in AAFSW’s
BOOKFAIR raffle. Proceeds will support
AAFSW’s ongoing efforts with the Secretary
of State's Award for Volunteerism Abroad
(SOSA), a prestigious cash award honoring
outstanding volunteers from the U.S. Foreign

Service community worldwide.
Buy your tickets for US$3.00 each during

BOOKFAIR (October 15 to 24). Prizes will
be drawn on the last day of BOOKFAIR,
October 24, 2004. You need not be 
present to win. For advance ticket purchases 
and more information, please contact  
Carmen Geis at 703-503-9117 or
CarmenGeis@aol.com. Remember,
AAFSW raffle tickets are tax-deductible...so
really, everybody wins!

CALLING ALL
CONTRIBUTORS
The success of BOOKFAIR
depends on the generosity
of its contributors. If you
have time, energy, or
artwork to donate, we
want to hear from you.
There are three easy ways
to support BOOKFAIR
2004:

PARTICIPATE in the
planning meetings: 
September 18 and
October 9 at 10:00 AM 
at the AAFSW Office. 
202-362-6514

DONATE rare or especially
good books, artwork, and
craft objects. From
overseas, donations may
be pouched to: Mette
Beecroft (Transportation);
Room 1056A-HST Building.
In the D.C. area, please
call 703-536-2235.

VOLUNTEER for
BOOKFAIR by signing up 
by September 30 to meet
Diplomatic Security
deadlines for special
badges. If you volunteer,
please honor your
commitment as scheduling
becomes impossible 
when people drop out at
the last moment. 

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK!

AAFSW
5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW
Suite 36
Washington, D.C. 20016
tel: 202-362-6514
fax: 202-362-6589
e-mail: editor@aafsw.org

If you’re reading this Global Link,
chances are you have already joined
AAFSW, so it should not be hard to

convince you that AAFSW needs and
deserves support. However, a surprisingly
large percentage of members choose not to
renew and an even larger percentage of the
Foreign Service community chooses not to
join or to support AAFSW in its work. 

Perhaps it is because so much of what
AAFSW does is done for everyone in our
Foreign Service community, members or
not. Our past and present lobbying
efforts—both within the Department and
outside of it—have benefited hundreds of
people who choose not to belong. How
many people who use the FLO recognize

AAFSW’S BOOKFAIR RAFFLE 
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that it exists because of AAFSW? How
many people who benefit from the
camaraderie of our DC-area interest groups
and online discussion group, Livelines,
support AAFSW?

At the end of this fiscal year (June 30,
2004), there were 718 dues-paying AAFSW
members—people just like you, convinced
that AAFSW needs to exist and that they
need to be a part of it. On page 2, read
what some of them have said about why
they value their AAFSW membership.

The Foreign Service community is an
extremely varied community—active and
retired, living overseas and in D.C., single
and married, with and without children—
and our needs and our interests often seem
too disparate to be supported in one
organization. But AAFSW does support us
all in the most important way it can—by
linking us to each other and letting us
support one another in all the different
phases of our Foreign Service life. AAFSW
needs you. Please join or renew today.

MEMBERSHIP 
IS A CHOICE
Shannon Jamison
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Dear AAFSW Members,

As Foreign Service families worldwide settle into their new posts and summer winds
down, the new AAFSW Media Team gears up for  an exciting year of new features,
updates, enhancements, and redesigns. We thank those who came before us and aim to

build on their momentum. 
We encourage you to take full advantage of AAFSW’s communications—especially the Global

Link newsletter; our website (www.aafsw.org); and Livelines, our online discussion forum—and
invite you to add your two cents. Please send your comments, criticisms, and creative ideas to
editor@aafsw.org or contact the AAFSW office. Like everything AAFSW does, we strive to best
serve the needs of our members, and your voice is critical to that endeavor.

Happy reading,

Leslie Ashby
AAFSW Media Director

A WARM
WELCOME TO OUR
NEW AND
RETURNING
MEMBERS
Nancy Buchanan
Ilya Levin
Rebecca Robinson
Kimberly Russell
Patricia Schofield
Addie Beth Schroeder
Joan V. Scott
CLO Zagreb

THANK YOU TO
OUR GENEROUS
DONORS
Sally Montanari
Alice Pickering
Ruth B. Allen
Dana R. Andrews
Anne-Marie Lee

TELL YOUR
FRIENDS!
BOOKFAIR IS
COMING SOON.

October 15
2:00pm to 5:00pm
OPENING DAY!
Mrs. Alma Powell will
be cutting the ribbon
at 2:00pm
Building Pass holders and
escorted guests only

October 16 and 17
10:00am to 4:00pm
Open to the public
C Street Entrance of
the State Department

October 18 to 22
11:00am to 3:00pm
Building Pass holders and
escorted guests only

October 23 and 24
10:00am to 4:00pm
Open to the general
public C Street
Entrance of the State
Department

Buy your tickets!
AAFSW raffle drawing is
on October 24! 

When it comes to supporting Foreign
Service families, AAFSW delivers!
There is no other private volunteer

organization that has done more to improve
the quality of life for Foreign Service families
around the world. But do not take our word
for it! If you are thinking about renewing 
your membership, sending in a tax-deductible
financial donation, or joining AAFSW for 
the first time, read why current members
value AAFSW.  

After being on Livelines, and getting so much
out of it, I joined AAFSW to gain access to all
the information on the website (specifically for
housing and school) and also to say "thanks" for
Livelines and all the help. I've also gotten a
great sense of community out of [Livelines]…as
well as reassurance that this life isn't so crazy if
so many of us do it.
—Lisa E. Arlt

Livelines has been such a great source of
information and comfort since we jumped on
this Foreign Service train. The website has
always been one of the first places I have

WHY ARE YOU 
A MEMBER OF
AAFSW?

turned...I feel like my membership makes this
lifestyle easier for our entire family because I have
information, a feeling of community, and
sometimes just a good laugh available as close as
my computer terminal on a daily basis.
—Robyn Keesling

As an independent organization, AAFSW is not
bound by bureaucratic requirements...We can
speak up as we see fit. In fact, at the AAFSW
Millenium Celebration, then Assistant Secretary
of State for Administrative Affairs, Patrick
Kennedy, commented that a bureaucracy
sometimes needs someone to nudge it from
outside. At times AAFSW can say and do things
which the FLO cannot…The FLO and AAFSW
can offer mutual support, each organization
using the tools which is unique to it.
—Mette Beecroft

I am very appreciative of the benefits we enjoy
today because of [AAFSW’s] perseverance and
lobbying. The FLO was also established 26 years
ago at the initiative of AAFSW. FLO works hard
on behalf of the Foreign Service community because
it is now part of the institution of the Department
of State. But there are some things FLO cannot do
because it is part of the bureaucracy....and that's
why it's so critical that AAFSW exists. We need
each other. And that's why I'm still a card-carrying,
dues-paying member!
—Becky Grappo

Member Link
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A A F S W  M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E WA L
A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N  U P D AT E
The date next to your name on the address label of your Global Link tells you when your
membership expires. If it is 8/31/04, your membership is renewable this year. You can update
your member profile, pay membership dues, and make financial contributions to AAFSW two
ways: 1. log onto www.aafsw.org or 2. complete this form and send it with your check
(made out to AAFSW) to AAFSW Membership, 5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW, Suite 36,
Washington, D.C. 20016

Name______________________________

Membership Contributions (these are tax deductible)
❏ One-year membership $40.00  ❏ Scholarships $________________
❏ Two-year membership $80.00 ❏ Headquarters $________________
❏ Three-year membership $110.00 ❏ Volunteerism $________________
❏ Four-year membership $135.00 ❏ Other gifts/bequests $________________
❏ Five-year membership $160.00 

Total payment $________________

Are there changes in your life to report? Help keep our database current!

Address, telephone, and/or email changes ___________________________________

___________________________________

New children names and DOB ___________________________________

Been evacuated recently? Where and when? ___________________________________

Been on SMA recently? ___________________________________

Changed jobs? ___________________________________

Been involved in AAFSW activities? ___________________________________

___________________________________

I belong to AAFSW not only for current
networking opportunities and Foreign Service
issues, but to thank those courageous members in
decades past who took real risks to lobby for
advancements in our lives. I'm enjoying the
fruits of their labor, and I like to say thanks.
—Liz Neal

I'm a member because there are so many
problems/issues/opportunities unique to the

Foreign Service and no other organization that
better provides and facilitates
solutions/answers/advice.
--Joel Kopp

If you would like to read more comments
from AAFSW members and learn more about
membership benefits, please visit the Join
AAFSW page on www.aafsw.org.

Member Link
UPCOMING
EVENTS FOR KIDS
The Foreign Service
Youth Foundation
sponsors the AWAL 
(for High School) and
Globe Trotters 
(Middle School) youth
development
programs for Foreign
Service kids who
share the experience
of living overseas.
New members
(whether you are
returning from
overseas, starting A-
100 or have been in
DC for awhile) are
always welcome to
join in the fun!  

September 19
Annual Welcome Back
Family Potluck Picnic 

September 25
“American Fun 101”
with Refugee Teens,
Community Service

October 16
Martha’s Table Soup
Kitchen, Community
Service

November 6
FACETS dinner and
silent auction,
Community Service

November 20
Fannie Mae Walk
“Help the Homeless”
Walkathon
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SENIOR LIVING
FOUNDATION
TAKES CARE OF
ITS OWN
Paula Jakub

The Senior Living Foundation of the
American Foreign Service provides
information and financial aid to elderly

Foreign Service colleagues, spouses, widows,
widowers, and others who have difficulty
coping with aging. Many in need experience
increasing health care premiums,
prescriptions, and general cost of living
expenses, whereas their pensions remain
unchanged. While many of the issues brought
to the Foundation can be resolved with
information on available resources, a growing
number of individuals have more complex
needs for which the Foundation offers
financial support. In 2003, the Foundation
made over $150,000 in grants. 

HELP WANTED
The Foreign Service
Youth Foundation is
looking for a new
Foreign Service Teen
Community Service
Program Director to
develop, implement,
and oversee monthly
Foreign Service Teen
Community Service
events in the Northern
Virginia area. If you or
someone you know is
21 years or older,
familiar with the
Foreign Service, and is
organized, self-
motivated, caring, and
creative, please
contact the FSYF at
fsyf@fsyf.org or 
301-404-6655. More
information is available
at www.fsyf.org.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
The AASFW Housing
Office is looking for
volunteers to help with
the annual update of its
short-term housing list.
Training will be provided
and the work can be
done from home! If you
are in the D.C. area 
and have a few hours to
spare, please help
insure this valuable
resource remains
current and useful to
incoming Foreign
Service families.

Volunteer are also
needed at the Housing
Office at Main State.
For both opportunities,
please contact 
Kay Youngflesh at 
703-683-0890 or
housingoffice@
aafsw.org.

Foreign Service Link
This financial support takes the form of

small grants to cover the cost of medical
transportation, hearing aids, and durable
medical equipment. When additional
assistance is required, the Foundation offers
more substantial and ongoing grants. The
Foundation supports over a dozen colleagues
on a monthly basis by providing the funds for
home health care, transportation, groceries, or
basic living expenses. A social work consultant
with extensive Foreign Service experience
reviews each case and matches the best
resources available. The Foundation follows
up with each person in its care to make sure
the support is adequate and helpful. 

The Foundation has come a long way from
its humble beginnings as an offshoot of the
American Foreign Service Protective
Association. Even so, many Foreign Service
colleagues and friends in need do not know
the Foundation exists. If you or someone you
know requires information and/or financial
assistance, please contact The Senior Living
Foundation of the American Foreign Service;
1716 N Street, NW; Washington, DC 20036
Phone 202-887-8170  Fax 202-872-9320.

CELEBRATING OUR YOUNGEST
DIPLOMATS
Rebecca Grappo

On July 29, 2004, Deputy Secretary
Richard L. Armitage addressed 150
guests in the Benjamin Franklin Room

at the annual Youth Awards Day. The
Overseas Briefing Center/Foreign Service
Youth Foundation Kid Vid award and the
FSYF Award for Community Service were

awarded to over 25 impressive American
teenagers from posts around the world. Winners
of the AFSA National High School Essay
Contest, which is open to non-Foreign Service
American teens, also were honored. Director
General of the Foreign Service, Ambassador
Robert Pearson, hosted the event. Having such a
distinguished host and speaker in the most
prestigious venue in the Department of State
underscores the importance that the senior ranks
of the Foreign Service place on the youngest

members of our diplomatic family. 

In helping a neighbor in need, in reaching
out to those less fortunate, you have all
embraced the first principle of our nation’s
Foreign Service, which is to be America’s
face to the world.
—Deputy Secretary Armitage

Deputy Secretary of State Armitage (center) with the
2004 FSYF Youth Awards winners in the Benjamin
Franklin room of the U.S. Department of State.
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Yes, I want to help 
at Bookfair 2004!
Please sign up by September 30, 2004 to allow 
for scheduling and obtaining special BOOKFAIR
identification from Diplomatic Security.

Name:______________________________

Do you have a DOS pass?    ❏ Yes    ❏ No

If no, please give date of birth:___________

Social Security Number:________________

Please circle the times that you wish to work:

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

11

Columbus Day

12

9-12 set-up

12-3

Set-up Day

13

9-12 set-up

12-3

Set-up Day

14 15

9–12

12–5:30

Family Day

16

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to the
Public

17

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to the
Public

18

10–3:30

19

10–3:30

20

10–3:30

21

10–3:30

22

10–3:30

23

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to the
Public

24

9–1

12:30–4:30

Open to the
Public

25

9–12

12–3

Clean up

I would like to assist as a: ❏ Cashier
❏ Reader
❏ Restocker/Floor Person
❏ Raffle Sales Person

Remove the form, fold and place a stamp in the designated spot and return promptly.

If you do volunteer, please do your best to honor your commitment. It is disruptive and
very difficult to insure volunteer coverage if people drop out at the last moment.

BOO K FA I R 2 004

October 15—24October 15–24, 2004
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The Foreign Service Youth
Foundation cordially
invites all Foreign Service

parents and kids to the Annual
Welcome Back Potluck Picnic
on Sunday, September 19,
2004 from 4:00 pm to 6:30
pm at Lubber Run Park
(North Columbus Street and
Second Street North, Arlington,
Virginia). FSYF will provide
hotdogs and drinks. Please bring a dish to
share with six people. 

FSYF Program Directors will offer
activities for teens and pre-teens. Dr. Samuel
Thielman, Deputy Director Mental Health
Services Crisis Response, will speak on
“Finding Your Place When You Return to the

US” and what parents can expect in
the re-entry process. Activities will
be offered for the younger children
during the program. 

Please take this opportunity to
connect with old and new Foreign
Service friends and to tell returnees
about life in the metro area. Parents
can learn about the re-entry
adjustment process and what the
FSYF youth development programs

offer your family. If you know of any A-100
or returning Foreign Service families in the
area, please invite them to attend.

Reservations are requested by Wednesday,
September 15. Please RSVP to Melanie
Newhouse at 301-404-6655 or e-mail
fsyf@fsyf.org.

AAFSW
5125 MacArthur Blvd., NW
Suite 36
Washington, DC  20016

Place
stamp
here

JOIN US! FSYF ANNUAL
WELCOME BACK PICNIC

VOTE AND BE
HEARD
The countdown to
Election 2004 
has begun! On
www.aafsw.org, 
we have links to all
the information 
you need to register
and vote while living
overseas. We all
know every vote
counts—absentee
ballots included!
Don't wait until the
last minute. Log on
to www.aafsw.org
and visit our Election
2004 page today. 

Designate CFC Participant
#8488 and support Foreign
Service Youth
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Join us October 12, 2004 at 10:00am for
an exciting one-man theatrical performance
highlighting the life and times of Benjamin

Franklin. This program is made all the more
special by its location—AAFSW’s regular
meeting area on the 8th floor of the State
Department, the Benjamin Franklin Room. 

Actor Bud Long, who now resides in
Sudden Valley, Washington, has written eight
original plays on Benjamin Franklin. His play
Ben Franklin: From Cradle to Grave has
achieved much success and high praise in
many U.S. cities. In addition to acting, Bud
was a professor of history, as well as an
academic, personal, and career counselor, at
Moorpark College in California for 24 years.
He is a member of the “Friends of Franklin”
in Philadelphia, which is an international
organization composed of Franklin scholars
and enthusiasts. 

We were fortunate to discover Bud Long
through his relative Susan Quainton, who is a
long-time, active, and generous member of
AAFSW. Bud has always wanted to bring his
one-hour performance to the Benjamin
Franklin Room, so when Susan learned he
would be performing in Williamsburg,
Virginia in October, calls were made and Bud
was as delighted by the opportunity as we
were. He has even modified his performance

to include more detail on Franklin’s
diplomatic role in France, as well as his role at
the Constitutional Convention.

David Lewis, a well-known Hollywood
director, wrote to Bud: “I was delighted and
very much impressed with your performance.
Your show was informative, intelligent,
humorous, and a worthy tribute to a great
man. I have only one suggestion for you—
keep performing, your show is wonderful!”

Reserve your place early for what promises
to be a thoroughly entertaining and educational
event. Reservations must be received
no later than October 5, 2004.

SEPTEMBER
PROGRAM
REMINDER 
From Rage to
Reason: My Life in
Two Americas
Join fellow AAFSW
members on
September 14, 2004
to meet Janet
Langhart Cohen and
hear how she
overcame poverty and
racism and continues
to fight for quality of
life issues in the
military. Mrs. Cohen is
the wife of former
Secretary of Defense,
William Cohen. Alma
Powell hopes to
attend to welcome her
distinguished friend.

No reservations will
be accepted after
September 7, 2004,
so reserve your place
now! Admission is
$10 per person. 

Please report to the
“C” entrance of Main
State with proper
identification on
September 14. Coffee
and tea will be served
at 10:00am and the
program will begin
promptly at 10:30am.
Look forward to
seeing you!

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

December 7
The Vienna-Falls
Sweet Adelines return
by popular demand for
a holiday celebration
and sing-along!

Please check the program(s) you wish to attend:

❏ SEPTEMBER 14 PROGRAM
From Rage to Reason: My Life in 
Two Americas
PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 7

❏ OCTOBER 12 PROGRAM
Ben Franklin: From Cradle to Grave
PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 5

Coffee & tea at 10:00am, programs 
begin 10:30am on the 8th floor Diplomatic
Reception Rooms, Main State

__________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

__________________________________
Social Security Number

__________________________________
Telephone

_______________________________
Name of guest(S) and SSN(S)

_______________________________

_______________________________

BEN FRANKLIN
A CELEBRATION OF HIS LIFE

Please send form and check made out to AAFSW ($10 per person per program) to: AAFSW
Reservations,5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW Suite 36 Washington, D.C. 20016

Program Link
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Time to renew your membership? See page 3.

OFFICERS

President
Terri L. Williams
Tel/Fax: 703-289-1654
williamsdl@aol.com

President
Emerita/State Liaison
Mette Beecroft
Tel: 301-320-7698
Fax: 301-320-0963
beec@erols.com

1st Vice-President
Judy Felt
Tel: 703-370-1414
JaJuFelt@aol.com

2nd Vice-President
Sandy Taylor
Tel 301-388-0170
taylor20905@comcast.net

Secretary
Mary Houdek
Tel: 703-534-4761
Fax: 703-534-9170
Rghoudek@aol.com

Treasurer
Barbara Ratigan
Tel: 703-536-2015
Fax: 703-536-4195
Bratigan@msn.com

BOOKFAIR Treasurer
Lucy Whitley
Tel: 703-536-2183
philadamlucy_81

@msn.com

Membership
Shannon Jamison
Tel: 703-319-7240
membership@aafsw.org

Programs
Barbara Gordon
Tel: 202-338-0176

Public Relations
Lesley Dorman
Tel: 202-484-3497

AFSA Liaison
Patty Ryan
Tel: 202-966-7696
Fax: 202-362-1716
hryan@tidalwave.net

Administration &
Services

AAFSW Office
Debbi Miller
5125 MacArthur Blvd.
#36
Washington, D.C.  20016
Tel: 202-362-6514
Fax: 202-362-6589
office@aafsw.org

Housing Desk
Employee Service
Center
Main State, Room 1252
Tel/Fax: 202-647-3573
housingoffice@aafsw.org

Marguerite Fry
Tel: 202-333-0611

Lesley Dorman
Tel: 202-484-3497

Kay Youngflesh 
Tel: 703-683-0890

Book Room 
Main State, Room B-816
Robin Jones
Tel/Fax: 202-223-5796
aafsw.bookroom

@erols.com

Media Director
Leslie Ashby
Tel: 514-220-0154
editor@aafsw.org

Global Link
Production
Susan Lee
Tel: 703-507-6190
newsletter@aafsw.org

Web Master
Kelly Midura
kelly@aafsw.org

Website Advertising
Gretchen Letvin
Tel: 703-790-0647
advertising@aafsw.org

Livelines Moderator
Bert Curtis
livelines@aafsw.org

COMMITTEE
CHAIRS

Archivist
Virginia Moore
Tel: 301-530-5902

Art Corner
Dianne Bodeen
Bodeendv@aol.com

Marion Precht
PrechtHnM@aol.com

CLO Association
Jenneke Fijn van Draat
Tel: 202-647-1076, 
703-536-7603
cloassociation

@yahoo.com

Foreign-Born Spouses
Lisa Wilkinson
Tel: 703-356-9233
alew217@aol.com

Chris Zarr
Tel: 301-229-7218
Jzarr@aol.com

French Group
Christel McDonald
Tel: 703-525-9755
ChrisJohnMcDon

@aol.com

Legislative Liaison
Chris Zarr
Tel: 301-229-7218
Jzarr@aol.com

Loans/Adult
Education
Joan Pryce
Tel: 703-739-0770
jmpryce@aol.com

Medical Evacuee
Support
Judy Smith
Tel: 202-882-3021
smarmayor@aol.com

Oral History
Jewell Fenzi
Tel: 202-387-4024
jfenzi@aol.com

Playgroup
Anne Sullivan
Tel: 703-359-6955
playgroup@aafsw.org

Post Representatives
Ruby Carlino
postrep@aafsw.org

Scholarships
Joan Sitnik Walsh
Tel: 703-319-2110
vvnah00@hotmail.com

Senior Living
Marguerite Anderson
Tel: 301-652-5433

SOSA Award
Ginny Taylor
Tel: 202-944-2386
GinnyESTJ@aol.com

Women in Transition
Nancy Longmyer
Tel: 703-532-4694
nanlong@msn.com

Member Link


