
GLOBAL LINK

After months of
coordinating
logistics and

preparing thousands
of donated items for
sale, BOOKFAIR
2004 is finally here!
Everyone is invited to
come and shop for
great used books,
artwork, handicrafts,
stamps, coins,
postcards, and other
collectibles from
around the world.
Admission is free and
Visa and Mastercard
are accepted. Books are
half price on the last
day (see page 4 for
Stamp Corner discounts). The weekends are
open to the public, so bring a friend or several!
BOOKFAIR is accessible at the C Street
Entrance of the State Department between 21st
and 23rd Streets NW (Foggy Bottom Metro). 

Mrs. Alma Powell has again very kindly
agreed to open BOOKFAIR on Friday,
October 15th at 2:00 PM. At the ribbon-
cutting ceremony and throughout the
duration of BOOKFAIR, retirees may use
their retirement IDs to escort their spouses. 

BOOKFAIR raffle tickets go on sale
October 1 at the State Department through
the end of BOOKFAIR, October 24, which is
also when the drawing will occur. You need
not be present to win. Tickets are $3.00 each
or four tickets for $10.00. The proceeds of
the raffle will support AAFSW’s ongoing

efforts with the Secretary of State’s Award for
Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA). Contribute to
this worthy cause and potentially win one of
the fabulous prizes listed on page 3.

Special thanks to everyone who signed up
to be a BOOKFAIR volunteer. We look
forward to successful event thanks to your
time and effort. Please remember our final
meeting is at 10:00am on October 2 at the
AAFSW office. 

This is the last call for Art Corner
donations. We are still happy to receive
pottery, china, art work, extiles, jewelry, silver,
and brass to sell at Art Corner. Objects from
Foreign Service posts always sell especially
well. To donate, please contact Dianne
Bodeen at 703-536-2235 or
Bodeendv@aol.com.

BOOKFAIR 2004
PROMISES TO BE A
FUN, SUCCESSFUL
EVENT. SEE YOU
THERE!

October 15
2:00pm to 5:00pm
OPENING DAY!
Mrs. Alma Powell will be
cutting the ribbon at
2:00pm
Building Pass holders and
escorted guests only

October 16 and 17
10:00am to 4:00pm
Open to the public
C Street Entrance of the
State Department

October 18 to 22
11:00am to 3:00pm
Building Pass holders and
escorted guests only

October 23 and 24
10:00am to 4:00pm
Open to the public 
C Street Entrance of 
the State Department

Buy your tickets! 
AAFSW raffle drawing 
is on October 24! 

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK!

AAFSW
5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW
Suite 36
Washington, D.C. 20016
tel: 202-362-6514
fax: 202-362-6589
e-mail: editor@aafsw.org

BOOKFAIR 2004
BEGINS OCTOBER 15

BOO K FA I R 2 004

October 15—24

There is something for everyone at BOOKFAIR. With over 100,000 volumes, shoppers
take their time to browse the vast selection.
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A WARM
WELCOME TO 
OUR NEW 
AND RETURNING
MEMBERS

Courtney Callahan
Mary E. Hartnett
Sandra W. Hodges
Jessica Susan Megill
Megan D. Meline

THANK YOU TO
OUR GENEROUS
DONORS
Dr. Susan H. Conrad
Lesley Dorman
Leslie Harnish
Charlotte Harrell
Mary J. Jacques
Sook McConville
Emma Louise Priest
Eleanor Tragen
Genya Valdes
Women's Action
Organization

AAFSW POST
REPS BUILDING 
A BASE

AAFSW’s Post
Representative
Initiative continues to
expand. We have 
just launched an 
e-group so that post
representatives 
around the world can
brainstorm and
exchange ideas on how
best to support
members overseas,
expand our
membership drive, and
develop ideas for
projects and fund-
raising. We are looking
for additional
volunteers to serve as
post representatives in
many more posts. 
If you would like to join
our growing 
ranks, please email
Ruby Carlino at
postrep@aafsw.org.

Founded in 1970 to promote the
advancement of Foreign Service and Civil
Service women in the State Department,

USIA, and AID, the Women’s Action
Organization (State Chapter) has officially
closed its doors by donating its remaining
capital to AAFSW’s scholarship fund. 

According to WAO, the State Chapter fell
victim to its own successes, which include
removing the ban on marriage by women in the
Foreign Service, increasing the recruitment of
women into career service, and encouraging
more equitable promotion of women.
Throughout the 1980s and 90s, WAO ran
successful seminars on practical career-centered
topics such as checking annual FS performance
reviews for bias, helping GS and FS staff get
promoted, and managing tandem careers. 

However, as women moved into more
demanding and senior jobs, it became
increasingly difficult to find women with the
time to run WAO programs, analyze hiring
and promotion statistics, and perform the
tasks required to keep the organization viable.

While the State Department is still far from
a utopia where sex discrimination is unknown,
the remaining members of WAO State decided
the best way to honor their “founding
mothers” was to donate their remaining money
to AAFSW’s scholarship fund in hopes of
encouraging the next generation of women to
tackle the challenges of U.S. foreign policy.

AAFSW gratefully accepts this generous
donation and salutes WAO for its
accomplishments in advocating for female
professionals in the Foreign Service. 

AS ONE DOOR CLOSES, 
ANOTHER OPENS
WAO DONATES FUNDS TO AAFSW SCHOLARSHIPS

News to Use

Ruth Clement Bond recently
celebrated her 100th birthday. Once a
resident of Capitol Hill, Ruth now

resides with her daughter, Jane, in New York. 
As a loyal member of the Association of

American Foreign Service Women (as
AAFSW was formerly called), Ruth, along
with her husband, Max, always lent a
helping hand in the annual BOOKFAIR.
She also regularly attended AAFSW’s
monthly programs on the 8th floor of the
State Department. In 1970, Ruth and several
other members of AAFSW founded the
Women’s Auxiliary Board of the Eastern
Branch of the Boy’s Club of Greater

Washington (now the Boy’s and Girl’s Club)
to help raise funds for scholarships and other
worthy projects. 

These days, Ruth’s son, Max, is making a
name for himself in the D.C. area. Her
nephew, Julian Bond, has been well known
in local politics for a long time. Ruth gave so
generously of her time to AAFSW, and she is
well remembered for her leadership,
kindness, and devotion to her colleagues and
her work. 

If you would like to mark a milestone in the
Global Link, please contact the Media Director
at editor@aafsw.org or the AAFSW office.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO
RUTH CLEMENT BOND 
Lesley Dorman, AAFSW Public Relations
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BONJOUR FROM
THE FRENCH
GROUP

The French Group of AAFSW has been
active for about 40 years, and our
members have come and gone and some

are back again, even after retirement. Many of
us have been posted to France or other
French-speaking countries around the world,
while some of us simply enjoy maintaining
and improving our French language skills. We
are women who value the sense of
companionship we feel with others who are
leading a life full of Foreign Service
experiences and adventures. We meet every
first and third Friday, from 10:00am to
12:00pm, in members' homes in the
Washington, D.C. area. 

One of our loyal members of Norwegian
roots and born and raised in France just
celebrated a very special birthday (we are
polite and do not mention years). Her friends
in the Foreign Service will want to join us in
singing Happy Birthday to Janine Boswell!
Janine, we wish you all the best. You are a role
model and a remarkable woman! 

For more information on the French Group,
please contact Christel McDonald at 
703-525-9755 or ChrisJohnMcDon@aol.com

News to Use
UPCOMING
EVENTS FOR KIDS
The Foreign Service
Youth Foundation
sponsors the AWAL
(for High Schoolers)
and Globe Trotters (for
Middle Schoolers)
youth development
programs for Foreign
Service kids who
share the experience
of living overseas. New
members—whether
you are returning from
overseas, starting A-
100 or other initial
training, or have been
in D.C. for awhile—are
always welcome to join
in the fun!

October 16
Martha’s Table Soup
Kitchen, teen
community service

November 6
Globe Trotters “Away
Day” at Northern
Virginia’s 4-H
Educational and
Retreat Center

November 6
FACETS dinner and
silent auction, teen
community service

November 20
Fannie Mae “Help the
Homeless” Walkathon

For more information
about these 
events and to RSVP, 
contact FSYF at 
(301) 404-6655, or
visit  www.fsyf.org.

AAFSW co-sponsors
Diplokids (ages 5 to
10) with FSYF. 
Please see page 8 
for more upcoming
events.

AAFSW RAFFLE PRIZE LIST
These are just some of the terrific 

prizes being generously donated by area
embassies, businesses, and individuals. From

more information, please contact Carmen Geis
at 703-503-9117 or CarmenGeis@aol.com.

3 bottles of wine
(Embassy of Liechtenstein)

1 case of wine (Embassy of Greece)
Dinner for two (Senator from Hawaii)
Cooking demonstration (Paul Ma)

Gift card (Sweetwater Tavern)
Gift card (Great American Restaurants)

3 certificates (Palm Restaurant)
Gift certificate (A&J Restaurant)

Sunday brunch for two
(Four Seasons Hotel)

Stay at Bed and Breakfast
(My Fair Lady Bed and Breakfast)

Carved wooden plate
(Embassy of Australia)

Rideau Hall—beautiful book
(Embassy of Canada)
3 ceramic paintings

(Embassy of the Czech Republic)
Jewelry (Janine Bland)

Crystal dish (Bloomingdale's)
CD and book (Embassy of Denmark)

Watercolor painting (Chris Zarr)
Opera tickets (Sandy Taylor)

Basket of creams and perfume
(Yves St. Laurent)

Autographed red kerchief
(Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson, TX)
The Kingdom of Saudia Arabia—

beautiful book (Embassy of Saudi Arabia)

DON’T GET LOST
WITH FIND
YOUR WAY

The Transition Center—comprising the
Overseas Briefing Center, the Training
Division, and the Career Transition

Center—has a new outreach tool called Find
Your Way. It offers all of the individual
Transition Center programs and products on
one comprehensive CD.  Read the Foreign
Service Assignment Notebook: What Do I
Do Now?, practice the Protocol procedures,
or peruse the available Job Search links. Find

Your Way also features testimonials from
recent visitors to the OBC and participants in
the Security Overseas Program or the
Retirement Planning Seminar. 

To obtain a copy of Find Your Way, contact the
Transition Center/Overseas Briefing Center at
FSIOBCInfoCenter@state.gov.
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Bill Littlewood is the man
behind AAFSW’s Stamp
Corner. A lifelong passion

for stamp collecting led Bill to
AAFSW after a distinguished career
as an oceanographer, Antarctic
explorer, and Foreign Service
Science Officer. Upon retiring, Bill
and his wife Bente began
volunteering for AAFSW and
quickly assumed leadership
positions. Bente directed
BOOKFAIR in 1986 and Bill took
on the daunting task of developing
Stamp Corner. In his 21st year of
volunteering, Bill still enjoys the
sense of accomplishment and the
opportunity to dedicate himself to
his favorite hobby: stamps.

Under Bill’s guidance, Stamp
Corner has gone from a jumbled
assortment of one-cent stamps to a researched,
categorized, and reasonably priced offering,
including collectible coins and postcards, as
well as stamps, that pulls in approximately
$16,000 annually. Of course, all this takes time
and planning. Bill spends countless hours year-
round organizing and pricing stamps, soliciting
donations, and working with D.C.-area stamp
collectors and philatelic groups. Bill’s team of
dedicated volunteers—retired and active
Foreign Service members and local postcard
and coin experts—help prepare the stamps,
coins, and postcards for sale. 

For Bill, this labor of love dates back to
childhood. During the Depression, stamp
collecting opened the world for him. His
boyhood dream of seeing where his stamps
originated ultimately led Bill to visit about 135
countries and remote areas during his
fascinating career. Even in our high-tech world,
Bill still views stamp collecting as an excellent
and inexpensive way to teach children
geography and excite them about the world. 

So, what should you look for when buying
stamps at BOOKFAIR? According to Bill,

STAMP CORNER
DISCOUNT
SCHEDULE*
Available during Public
Weekends

Saturday, Oct. 16
All stamps, coins,
postcards at marked
price for the best
selection

Sunday, Oct. 17
Everything 15% off

Saturday, Oct. 23
Everything 30% off

Sunday, Oct. 24
Everything 50% off

*Discounts apply only
to Stamp Corner items,
not entire BOOKFAIR. 

WELCOME TO 
THE WEB 

The Senior Living
Foundation has a 
new website,
www.slfoundation.org.
The SLF is a private,
non-profit organization
established to help
retired, aging members
of the American
Foreign Service and
their spouses gain
access to resources,
and in some cases, to
provide financial
support. You can 
also reach the SLF at
202-887-8170.

Many more Foreign
Service-related
organizations and
resources are listed on
www.aafsw.org
in Links of Overseas
Living.

Volunteer Spotlight

stamps that are old and in excellent condition
are usually the most valuable. Thanks to
Stamp Corner’s discount schedule, great
bargains can be had particularly on high
quality stamps. Bill and his team research and
categorize all the stamps so that you can easily
browse them and make your selections. Many
have been organized into topical and
geographical packets that are inexpensive,
beautiful, and of high quality. These are great
for children or anyone with a specific interest
in a certain topic—butterflies, Africa, you
name it!

Thanks to Bill and his team, Stamp Corner
remains a major crowd-pleaser and money-
maker for AAFSW year after year. While at
BOOKFAIR, stop by Stamp Corner and say
hello to Bill. If you are not already a
philatelist, he just might make one out of you.

To donate stamps to Stamp Corner any time of
year, please send them to AAFSW BOOKFAIR
Stamp Corner, Wm. H.  Littlewood, 6220
Rockhurst Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817  
Tel: 301-493-4727. 

Bill Littlewood, foreground left, and the other Stamp Corner volunteers are
happy to help you find the perfect stamp, coin, or postcard.

BILL LITTLEWOOD MAKES HIS
STAMP ON BOOKFAIR 
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Member Spotlight

It is not so unique, what I do. Each
of us organizes something
everyday—paying bills, making

telephone calls, putting away groceries. 
I have organized all my life. As a

child, I put my homework in just the
right spot in my book bag so that I
could easily find it at school the next
day. When I started working, I would
line up clothes for the coming week
on Sunday night. Later, I filed my
children’s school reports, by year, in
notebooks that also listed
chronologically the schools they
attended (since it changed every two
years or so). I thought everyone did
things like this.  

We moved often, as Foreign
Service families do. The children came
along as we hopped from one foreign
posting to the next. Thus, the start of
my best career as full-time mother. 

Seven tours later, we now live in
Northern Virginia and face an
eventual empty nest. While settling

back into life in the U.S., I took my
time to find my “niche.” I began
volunteering at schools, helping
overburdened neighbors, redecorating
the house, and reconnecting with
friends and family. I searched the
classifieds every week, but nothing
seemed to fit. 

I had heard about Profressional
Organizers and seen them on TV.
Was this was something I could do?
Like a ton of bricks, it hit me. I had
been organizing my whole life! Why
not turn it into a business? With a
strong sense of self and deeply rooted
work ethic, I took the plunge.

Returning home from a new client’s
house last week, I was struck by an
enormous feeling of satisfaction. I was
pleased I could help her efficiently
unpack from a recent move and
organize her belongings to create an
inviting space for family and guests. 

I have also stumbled across my
“niche,” by the way. Many of my

clients suffer from ADD (Attention
Deficit Disorder) and OCD
(Obsessive Compulsive Disorder),
which can lead to hoarding,
overspending, and total clutter chaos.
I have discovered that I have the
patience and the ability to set up
routines these people need to manage
day-to-day tasks successfully. 

It is hard to live the Foreign
Service lifestyle and find a balance in
family and career. Some of us must
leave careers behind when we go
overseas. Many of us piece together
bits of this and that over the years
and miles, and we end up feeling like
our personalities ebb and flow with
our postings. I am lucky—I finally
realized that I had my career with me
the whole time.  

PUTTING EXPERIENCE TO WORK
Helen Long

AAFSW members continue to
publish fascinating books
about Foreign Service life! The

latest is Patricia Hughes with her
memoirs The Royals and the Roaches:
Living Abroad with the Government.

Patricia gives a candid, tough-
minded, and fun look at living abroad
at the behest of our government. She
expresses the frustrations and
concerns of a mother and wife while
accepting with good humor that the
Foreign Service acquires “two for the
price of one.” 

This book presents a remarkable
range of experiences, emotions,
people, and places that influenced
Patricia and her family during 35

years of government service. From
terrorism and a civil war to lunch in a
palace; from demonstrations and
groupies, presidents, and princesses to
life-long friends—these are the Royals
and the Roaches.
Published by iUniverse, Inc.
Paperback, 314 pages. 
ISBN: 0-595-31496-1

Buy Patricia’s book and support
AAFSW at the same time by linking to
Amazon.com via www.aafsw.org.
Simply click on the Amazon icon on
AAFSW’s home page and shop as usual.
That simple click allows AAFSW to
earn a commission on your purchase at
no cost to you.  

Book Recommendation

THE ROYALS AND
THE ROACHES: 

Living Abroad with
the Government

By Patricia Hughes

Helen Long, a Foreign Service spouse and
returning AAFSW member, lives and works
in Vienna, VA. She is President of Long
Solutions, LLC, www.longsolutions.org.
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Observations

The Foreign Service was
very different in 1940
from what it is today.

There were only around 950
officers in the whole world, and
salaries started at $2,285 per
year! The written exam was
given once a year in September,
and the oral exam was in
December. In January, all
candidates had their physical
exam and then waited until
Congress passed appropriations
for their salaries.  

While waiting on Congress,
my husband worked at State for
$125 a month. Our rent for a
furnished apartment was $90 a
month, which was a discounted
rate because I agreed to water the owner’s
giant redwood every day. One Ambassador
who is still living spent the waiting period
working as a Floor Walker at Woodie’s! Thank
goodness for wedding money, which covered
his lunch during the week, gas in the car, and
the occasional parking ticket near “old” State
(some things never change).

Once sworn in, there were obligatory calls
on top officers and the White House. In
groups of four, we wives hired taxis by the
hour and drove around visiting and dropping
off the proper calling cards. It was a matter of
strict protocol whether the card listed the
officer only, the officer and his spouse, or the
spouse only!

There was no air conditioning at State in
those days. Office doors were slatted for
ventilation and open at the bottom so you
could see everyone’s feet and, of course, hear
everything that was said. Security? What’s that?

When it came time to bid on our first
posts, all of our classmates—about 24, with

only four or five wives—sat
around on the floor, beer in
hand, and read the post
reports out loud and laughed
our heads off. Here is a
typical Post Report of the
1940s:

ANTAFAGASTA, CHILE
Fauna: cockroaches
Flora: few
Sport facilities: golf (all sand,
no grass, poor quality links
except the 19th hole is fairly
entertaining)
Do you need a car?: indeed,
if only to go to the nearest
hospital at the American
mine in the hills

I am not exaggerating! But we were young
and thought it amusing. Later I helped write
an occasional Post Report and tried to be as
honest as that officer had been without
damaging morale.

We lost everything we owned when about
350 cargo ships were torpedoed near Florida
during WWII. We were each allotted 44
pounds of air freight, but needed so much
more. I wore the same black evening dress for
dinners for three years, then a white one for the
next two years. Everything formal in those days
was black—coat, suit, and cocktail dress. When
my mother-in-law was able to send me a
portable Singer sewing machine, I made all my
clothes, as well as clothes for my three children
and table linens! It all seems funny now...

Do you have Foreign Service memories to share?
Please email the AAFSW Media Director at
editor@aafsw.org or contact the AAFSW office.

ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE
FOREIGN SERVICE
Take a walk down memory lane with AAFSW member and head of our
Senior Living Committee, Marguerite Giraud Anderson. It is amazing how
things change…and how they remain the same. 

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
AAFSW Playgroup
Coordinator

The AAFSW Playgroup
has become an
important venue for
new and returning
Foreign Service
families with small
children to connect,
share experiences, ask
questions, and simply
have fun. We are
looking for a new
Playgroup Coordinator,
a volunteer position.

Duties include
scheduling weekly
hosts or outings in the
D.C. area, greeting new
members via email,
distributing information
about the group, and
sending directions to
Playgroup locations.
The Coordinator also
plans larger family
events, including the
popular January Family
Potluck and the July
4th Family Potluck/
Barbecue. Additionally,
the Coordinator
arranges child care for
A-100 spouses
attending orientation
sessions.

Playgroup currently
meets weekly, on
Friday mornings, from
approximately 9:30am
to 12:00pm.

If you are interested
in helping Playgroup
remain a vital part of
AAFSW’s outreach
program, please email
playgroup@aafsw.org or
contact the AAFSW
office.
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Join us October 12, 2004 at 10:00am for
an exciting one-man theatrical performance
highlighting the life and times of Benjamin

Franklin. This program is made all the more
special by its location—AAFSW’s regular
meeting area on the 8th floor of the State
Department, the Benjamin Franklin Room. 

Actor Bud Long, who now resides in
Sudden Valley, Washington, has written eight
original plays on Benjamin Franklin. His play
Benjamin Franklin: From Cradle to Grave has
achieved much success and high praise in
many U.S. cities. In addition to acting, Bud
was a professor of history, as well as an
academic, personal, and career counselor, at
Moorpark College in California for 24 years.
He is a member of the “Friends of Franklin”
in Philadelphia, which is an international
organization composed of Franklin scholars
and enthusiasts. 

We were fortunate to discover Bud Long
through his relative Susan Quainton, who is a
long-time, active, and generous member of
AAFSW. Bud has always wanted to bring his
one-hour performance to the Benjamin
Franklin Room, so when Susan learned he
would be performing in Williamsburg,
Virginia in October, calls were made and Bud
was as delighted by the opportunity as we

were. He has even modified his performance
to include more detail on Franklin’s
diplomatic role in France, as well as his role at
the Constitutional Convention.

David Lewis, a well-known Hollywood
director, wrote to Bud: “I was delighted and
very much impressed with your performance.
Your show was informative, intelligent,
humorous, and a worthy tribute to a great
man. I have only one suggestion for you—
keep performing, your show is wonderful!”

Reserve your place early for what promises
to be a thoroughly entertaining and educational
event. Reservations must be received
no later than October 5, 2004.

OCTOBER 12 PROGRAM

Benjamin Franklin: From Cradle to Grave

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 5

Coffee & tea at 10:00am, programs begin
10:30am on the 8th floor Diplomatic
Reception Rooms, Main State

Please use the C Street entrance of the 
State Department.

____________________________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

____________________________________________________
Social Security Number

____________________________________________________
Telephone

____________________________________________________
Name of guest(S) and SSN(S)

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN
A CELEBRATION OF HIS LIFE

Please send form and check made out to AAFSW ($10 per person per program) to: 
AAFSW Reservations, 5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW Suite 36 Washington, D.C. 20016

Program Bulletin
PROGRAM INFO AT
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Our website,
www.aafsw.org, now
features the same
program descriptions
and mail-in reservation
forms as seen here in
the Global Link.
Members can access
this information on the
Members Only section
of the website with the
user name and
password—contact the
AAFSW office at
office@aafsw.org if you
need them.
Reservation deadlines
sneak up quickly, so
visit us online and
RSVP today. 

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

December 7
The Vienna-Falls Sweet
Adelines return by
popular demand for a
holiday celebration and
sing-along!
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Diplokids (ages 5 to 10) are
getting their costumes ready for
a Halloween party on Sunday,

October 24, from 3:00pm to 5:30pm.
Join us for games, crafts, and the ever-
popular obstacle course. Decorate
spooky cupcakes, eat pizza, and have
fun with other foreign service kids. For
more details, please visit www.fsyf.org
or contact the AAFSW office at
office@aafsw.org or 202-362-6514.

The Playgroup (ages 0 to 4) will be
having its annual Halloween-themed
play time on Friday, October 29,
from 9:30am to 12:00pm. If you are
not currently on the playgroup email
list, please contact the AAFSW office 
to be added. Further details will be sent
via email.

ATTENTION LITTLE GHOSTS AND GOBLINS!

Trick or treat! Halloween 2003 was fun for everyone. Join us again this year!

BOOKFAIR 2004 is here! 
See pages 1, 3, and 4 for details.


