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AAFSW’s 50th Anniversary Art&BookFair will take place from October 8-17 
at the Department of  State. Our long-time BookRoom Manager, Robin Jones and 
several very knowledgeable volunteers who devoted their time and considerable 
expertise every week to sort and price books will soon “retire” so we are actively 
recruiting new volunteers.

Our new BookRoom manager, Brian Neumann, is already familiar with 
the BookRoom/Art&BookFair operation. He began volunteering when his 
grandmother was BookFair chairperson and he is eager to put together a team of  
both experienced and new volunteers to carry on with our 50-year tradition. Please 
see pages 10-11 of  this issue to find out how you can contribute to this worthy 
project. 

We need two types of  volunteers.
Throughout the year AAFSW 

seeks volunteers who could donate 
a few hours weekly during the 
year to help sort and price books 
in the BookRoom or who could 
periodically help out in BookPlace by 
manning the cash register. 

BookPlace also needs people 
who are willing to shelve books 
according to topic as they come in 
from the BookRoom or to box up 
books which are to be stored until 
needed for the Art&Bookfair. If  you 
could contribute to this effort, please 
contact Brian Neumann at 202 223 
5796 or bookroom@aafsw.org

Needless to say, many extra hands are needed to produce the Art&BookFair 
(ABF). The ABF is of  crucial importance to AAFSW both because it enables us to 
give scholarship support to a few worthy students and because it helps to provide 
a percentage of  direct support to AAFSW and useful community activities such as 
managing “Livelines.”

The current managers of  the Art Corner, Dianne Bodeen and Marion Rondon, 
have indicated that this will be their last year of  service. If  you enjoy working with 
art, collections, tchotckes, etc. this is the job for you! We are recruiting volunteers 
to learn the ropes and how to manage this interesting corner! Regular Art Corner 
volunteers do a variety of  jobs: they collect a wide selection of  interesting objects, 
determine their provenance, price the items and display them at the fair. 

Continued on page 2

Art&BookFair 2010 is Coming Soon

aaFsW’s 50Th 
aNNivErsary 
CELEbraTiON Was a 
big suCCEss! rEad 
MOrE ON pagEs 8-9 
OF This issuE.

 A r t & B o o k F a i r

October 8-17 2010
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From the 
President’s 
Desk

.
Art&BookFair from page 1.

The Collector’s Corner displays books of  unusual 
interest or value. Other volunteers operate the cash 
registers, sit at the front desk to welcome customers 
or serve as floor volunteers to answer questions and 
to continue to tidy up and restock tables or shelves of  
books. 

Anne Kauzlarich and B.J. Harrick are our Volunteer 
Coordinators. The usual volunteer form is included 
in this issue of  Global Link and as a PDF download 
at www.aafsw.org. Do join us in this once a year 
major funding-raising effort which marks our 50th 
Anniversary. As we establish a new working team, your 
support is all the more important. 

Many thanks!
Mette Beecroft

Art&BookFair Chairperson

Volunteers needed to fill the following AAFSW 
positions

 
Archivist• 
Event Photographer• 
Legislative Liaison• 
Evacuation (Crisis ) Support• 
BookRoom volunteers (Monday-Friday)• 
Book Lovers to learn to sort and price books• 

Contact office@aafsw.org or president@aafsw.org 
for more information.

Help Wanted!

I hope you enjoy 
this summer edition 
of  Global Link. We 
are sharing photos 
from our successful 

50th anniversary musical play celebrating AAFSW 
achievements in a special 50th anniversary insert. 
The June 4th musical play highlighting AAFSW 
achievements over five decades was a big success. 
We are looking at a repeat performance, details to be 
worked out, so we can have a second go at recording 
this entertaining and meaningful play to share with 
those who were not able to attend. 

AAFSW is always evolving and we have had several 
personnel changes recently. We said farewell to our 
Office Manager of  nearly 9 years, (spread out over two 
different time periods). Margaret Teich was the voice 
you heard on the other end of  the line and the person 
who responded to you when you emailed office@
aafsw.org. We will miss her! 

Robin Jones, our long serving and hard working 
BookRoom Manager, will also depart this summer. It 
is hard to imagine an Art&BookFair without Robin, 
who has become an institution with book lovers at 
the Department of  State. Her mastery of  logistics will 
be hard to replace as well as her legendary knowledge 
of  books and her ability to ferret out valuable 
donations! We wish her well after years of  dedication 
to AAFSW’s BookPlace and Art&BookFair where 
she was integral to our efforts at generating funds for 
scholarships and special projects. 

We welcome Brian Neumann as our new 
BookRoom Manager. In hiring Brian, BookFair will 
be coming full circle. Robin Jones indicated that she 
learned everything she knows about Art&BookFairs 
from Marlen Neumann, who was the AAFSW 
BookFair Chairperson for many years. Brian is 
Marlen’s grandson, and he has been volunteering at 
BookFair since he was 13, so he comes into this job 
with some understanding. I am sure Marlen is smiling 
down on her grandson! 

Three long time volunteers, Charlotte Seward, 
Anna-Marie Butler, and Harriet Curry are also leaving 
us. Thanks to all of  them for their dedicated efforts 
over many years. We are looking for a few good 
volunteers with an interest in books to learn how 

to judge the value of  a book (more than just by the 
cover!) and how to price it.

Enjoy the summer, but please consider volunteering 
to help AAFSW. Why not learn the new skill of  
pricing books, find some great books while you are 
sorting and shelving, and assist customers shopping 
for bargains at BookPlace! 

Faye Barnes
AAFSW President 
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On Tuesday, September 28 we will enjoy a 
presentation by Laurie Kittle, current co-coordinator 
of  Gunston Hall’s living history group . She will 
portray an English historian and friend of  American 
independence, Mrs. Catharine Macaulay Graham 
(1731-1791). 

More details will follow in the September issue of  
Global Link and at www.aafsw.org. 

September Program

Marlene Ann Eagleburger (neé Heinemann) 
retired member of  the Foreign Service, President of  
THERA Cell Equine products and wife of  Former 
Secretary of  State Lawrence S. Eagleburger, passed 
away on June 28, 2010 surrounded by her family in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Marlene joined the U.S. Foreign Service in 1962. 
Her first assignment was in Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
where she met her future husband of  45 years. For 
many months Mr. Eagleburger asked to date her. 
Finally, at an embassy event he asked her to dance 
and from then on they were together from that point 
forward. “She loved to dance,” Eagleburger said and 
“we would find every opportunity to do so.

As was required prior to 1972, Marlene resigned 
from the Service when she became Mrs. Eagleburger. 
She was a long time member of  AAFSW, served 
as the Honorary President while her husband was 
Secretary of  State, and worked tirelessly to gain 
recognition for spouses and their contributions to 
the Foreign Service. She was close to succeeding in 
1984-5, working on the Hill, at getting legislation 
passed to reimburse spouses for their representational 
work. However a budget crisis in 1987 brought the 
movement to a halt. 

Mrs. Eagleburger remained an AAFSW 
member after retirement and subsequent move to 
Charlottesville. She is survived by her husband, 
Lawrence, her sons Andrew and Jason (Sarah), her 
stepson Scott (Linda), her sister Millie and brother 
George. 

In Memory
This year marks the 20th anniversary of  the 

establishment of  the Secretary of  State Award for 
Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad. (SOSA) The first 
awards were presented on Foreign Affairs day on 
May 3, 1991. Since that time, over 400 FS employees 
and family members have been nominated for their 
remarkable volunteer service in 130 countries around 
the globe.

It's that time of  year again: time to look around 
in your communities and recognize the employees, 
family members, domestic partners and members of  
household who are performing outstanding volunteer 
service at FS posts overseas.  State ALDAC 044615 
solicits nominations for the 2010 SOSA Awards. These 
prestigious awards are administered by AAFSW and 
serve to recognize volunteer efforts in the following 
areas: 1) remarkable service to the Mission community; 
2) outstanding activities directed towards the host 
country; and 3) exceptional service in emergency 
situations. Evaluation factors considered in the 
selection process include: scope and reach of  activities, 
sustainability, ingenuity, and leadership. Check out the 
SOSA section of  the AAFSW website at http://www.
aafsw.org/sosa.htm to read about the 2009 winners 
and the extraordinary projects they spearheaded.

A panel selects one award recipient from each 
of  the six regional bureaus within the Department. 
Winners will receive a cash award of  $2500, a 
certificate signed by the Secretary of  State, and a pin 
commemorating the awards ceremony which will take 
place on December 2, 2010 in the Benjamin Franklin 
Room of  the Harry S. Truman Building of  the 
Department of  State.

Nominations for the SOSA awards should be sent 
to the AAFSW Office by e-mail to office@aafsw.org 
or by fax to 703-820-5421. Check with your CLO 
or Management Officer at post for a copy of  the 
ALDAC which outlines the nomination procedure and 
requirements. Deadline for submission is September 
10, 2010. 

So many amazing volunteers work tirelessly to 
improve the quality of  life for others. Take the time to 
write up an award nomination for the heroes in your 
community.

Cathy Salvaterra
AAFSW SOSA Chairperson

SOSA Awards 2010
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Spousal employment remains an important aspect 
of  AAFSW’s advocacy. In the 50 years of  this 
organization’s existence, and with the subsequent 
establishment of  the Family Liaison Office 32 years 
ago, we have inched forward on providing Embassy 
jobs with benefits, negotiating more bilateral work 
agreements and de facto arrangements and providing 
support for job hunting on the local economy. 
Despite improvements, there is still no silver bullet 
for employment. Advancing two careers in the mobile 
Foreign Service lifestyle can be daunting, and we 
recognize that not all spouses will be able to work 
in their professional area. However, Foreign Service 
spouses have always been creative, intelligent and 
resourceful. 

As part of  celebrating AAFSW’s 50 years of  
advocacy and service, we encouraged AAFSW 
members who are entrepreneurial and wish to start 
up mobile businesses overseas to apply for a limited 
number of  fellowships (09 State 124971) to help them 
move forward. With the funding provided by donors 
for this purpose, we awarded five small fellowships to 
AAFSW members serving overseas who outlined their 
business proposals following the cable guidelines. 

We hope that our small financial contributions will 
help to launch the portable businesses of  the five 
awardees. In addition, we wish all of  the AAFSW 
members who demonstrated their resourcefulness and 
creativity in outlining their business ventures, every 
success and luck in establishing their businesses. 

We reviewed a total of  sixteen applications 
from AAFSW members who described their plans 
for portable small business projects. A committee 
comprised of  AAFSW Board members Patty Ryan 
and Faye Barnes, AAFSW member and former FLO 
Employment Program Coordinator Katie Hokenson, 
and current FLO Employment Program Officer, 
Melissa Sagun reviewed the applications and met to 
select the winners. The committee considered the 
following guidelines in selecting the grant winners:

a. Creativity of  the project and the detail and 
commitment for the business start up project as 
outlined. 

b. Correlation between the proposed activity, the 
professional development of  the candidate and the 
long term feasibility of  maintaining the business in a 
transient lifestyle. 

AAFSW Professional Fellowship Awards
c. Where applicable, a connection between the 

proposed activity and other effort(s) on the part of  
the candidate that will benefit the Foreign Service or 
international community. 

d. Unavailability of  employment options in the 
candidate’s profession at her/his current post of  
assignment.

The committee selected five winners:
Joshua Halpern, Beijing, China for “Onthego 

Education, Inc.” a business that will create and sell 
books, toys, travel products and online games to 
improve the skills of  US youth ages 8-12 in areas 
related to cultural literacy, language acquisition and 
global competency. The first product, “The Culture 
Agents: Mission Beijing ” will include a printed 
book, online content and a mobile application that 
teaches U.S. youth about Beijing, China from the 
comfort of  their own home, or on the go. Josh was 
awarded a grant of  $1,500 to assist with the legal 
and professional fees in establishing his business and 
marketing costs.

Michelle Cianni, Mexico 
City/Santiago, was selected 
for her proposed business 
as a Special Education 
Consultant for special 
needs families living 
abroad. She is a trained 
and certified K-12 Special 
Education teacher, fluent 
in English, Spanish and 
French. Her business will provide expertise and 
support in English and Spanish for the local and 
ex-pat community at post. She was awarded $1,450 to 
purchase a special needs library and to organize special 
community outreach events to promote her services.

Christine Yonushonis, Delhi, was awarded a grant 
of  $1,000 to establish a home studio for teaching 
quilting classes. The funding will go to purchase 
equipment such as sewing machines, cutters and 
specialized equipment, notions, and a large table. 
Christine has also identified an NGO and will use 
equipment from her studio to teach rural women pro 
bono how to quilt and market items.
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Adanys Parliament, 
Barcelona, was selected 
for her home-based travel 
consulting business plan. She 
will focus in three specialized 
markets: community service 
based “voluntourism”; 
facilitating travel for disabled 
persons; and eco-tourism. 
Adanys identified a growing 

sector of  the global travel industry and set out her 
goals for developing her business over three years. We 
awarded her a $1,000 grant to offset the costs of  the 
insurance requirements for her business.

Bradley Scott, Dhaka, 
was awarded a grant to 
assist his development 
of  a website portal for 
American Employee 
Associations from 
around the world to 
share information 
and merchandise. The 
portal will have various 
e-commerce options that 
will enable the participating 
associations to sell their logo items online to eligible 
buyers. The $1,040 grant will pay for a business license 
fee and membership in Authorize.net. 

All 16 AAFSW members who submitted proposals 
deserve credit, recognition and support for their 
ingenuity and the time and effort utilized to develop 
business proposals that are portable, and fulfill a need 
within the community. 

Congratulations and best of  luck to Mitch Blaser, 
Port Louis; Kristin Burkhalter, Capetown; Leah 
Evans, Quito; Nissa Felton, Beijing; Carlos Gallardo, 
Podgorica-La Paz; Keiko Kono, Taipei; Tolkyn Martin, 
Dushanbe; Julie Mendez, Santiago; Caroline Nolan, 
Jerusalem; Jennifer Otto, Rangoon; and Anna Sparks, 
San Jose. 

Faye Barnes
AAFSW President

Top 10 Tips for Safe 
Overseas Travel with 
Students

By Kate Goggin, former 
Community Liaison Office 
Coordinator, and author of  
Backpack Kids: The Safety 
Planning Checklist for Overseas 
Travel. Find out more at www.
backpackkids.com.

George Mason High 
School teacher Kent 
Foster and his French class 
returned from Paris just days before the volcanic ash 
disruption. He says the trip was pretty much “by the 
book” in terms of  planning, and “nothing unexpected 
happened.” That’s in stark contrast to the headache 
and heartache of  missed planes, mounting hotel bills, 
and lack of  cash that were reported by later travelers, 
including groups traveling with children. 

The circumstances were all painful reminders about 
the importance of  a safety planning checklist that 
should include purchase of  travel insurance. Foster’s 
group purchased theirs, just in case, but many other 
leaders don’t, including those who chaperone student 
volunteer trips abroad. The recent earthquake in Haiti 
highlighted that issue for both parents and leaders.

Whenever delays occur, the losses are not only felt 
in terms of  time and money, there are also serious 
concerns for stranded passengers who run out of  
prescription medications and supplies. That’s why it’s 
important to check health insurance limitations and 
have medical evacuation insurance – both additional 
key items on the top 10 tips for safe overseas travel 
with children. Learn more about what to know before 
you go in this handy checklist.

Review Health Insurance Policies, and Buy Travel and 
Medevac Insurance

According to the State Department website, most 
U.S. based health insurance policies do not extend 
benefits overseas. Additionally, Medicaid and Medicare 
do not cover expenses incurred abroad. That means 
if  a child falls ill or is injured abroad, the majority of  
expenses will be paid out of  pocket, and those costs 
can skyrocket when the monetary unit is a foreign 
currency like the Euro. 

Also, most people are unaware of  medical 
evacuation (medevac) insurance, according to a 
2006 study by the U.S Travel Insurance Association. 
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Travel insurance will allow reimbursement for 
most missed flights, especially if  the high-priced 
versions are purchased, which cover “Acts of  God,” 
like the eruption of  a volcano or a tsunami event. 
Medevac insurance covers medical treatment and 
hospitalization, as well as the option to be flown home 
if  needed. Most parents don’t realize what happens 
when an injured traveler cannot complete the trip. 
If  the child cannot sit up in a plane for the duration 
of  an international flight, often the whole row of  
seats must be purchased to accommodate a gurney. 
And of  course, patients cannot negotiate a gurney 
by themselves, so a medical escort is then required, 
and that escort will need a ride back home too after 
transporting the patient home. These are some of  
the many reasons why a typical medical evacuation, 
without the insurance, can cost from $50,000 to 
$100,000 depending on the country of  origin. 

Visit the Doctor at Least Six Weeks Before Departure

Children are more likely to become ill during 
international travel than adults. That’s according to 
a new study in the journal, Pediatrics. Additionally, 
children require hospitalization more often than adults. 
Yet, the study found, children are less likely to receive 
pre-travel medical advice. “Parents should take kids for 
an exam at least six weeks before departure,” says Dr. 
Gordon Theisz, of  Family Medicine in Falls Church. 
“Not only should required vaccinations be discussed, 
but also availability of  medications for pre-existing 
conditions, and health conditions in the country to be 
visited.” 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Web site contains extensive health information for 
over 200 destinations. “I use that website every day to 
advise patients with the latest information about illness 
outbreaks in particular countries, and if  they may 
need some special medicine. For example, there are 
different types of  malaria, and the treatment is specific 
to each country.” 

Additional tips from the State Department website 
include: be sure to travel with prescriptions in the 
original container clearly marked; bring an extra pair 
of  eyeglasses (and the prescription); and travelers 
going abroad with a preexisting medical problem 
should carry a letter from the attending physician, 
describing the medical condition and any medications, 
including the generic names of  prescribed drugs.

Research the Destination Country 
Look beyond the site seeing options and digest 

the current information about entry and exit 
requirements, the safety climate, road conditions and 

special circumstances, all found in Country Specific 
Information from the U.S. State Department. In 
Egypt, for example, “the Embassy has received 
increasing reports over the last several months of  
foreigners being sexually groped in taxis and public 
places.” Additionally, it notes “unescorted women are 
vulnerable to sexual harassment and verbal abuse.” 
Knowing this gender-specific warning beforehand 
is important to any young girl on a work-abroad or 
exchange trip. 

Also, check the State Department’s Travel Warning 
list, which is collated with the Country Specific 
Information. Current countries listed include: Mexico, 
Philippines and Haiti.

Petty crime is a worldwide problem and often 
preventable with the proper preparation.

Linda Johnsen, another teacher at George Mason 
High School in the City of  Falls Church, relates, “On 
the trip to China two years ago, one student decided 
he did not need to pay attention to the warnings 
about keeping his wallet in his back pocket, and he 
was promptly pick pocketed while walking near the 
hotel. We also had a few students who had wallets 
stolen from their backpacks in Toulouse, France.” Her 
advice to leaders, “we all learned a lesson that time: 
do not carry wallets in your backpack, or else wear 
your backpack on your front. It looks dumb, but the 
contents are safe.”

It’s always good to get a second opinion. See what 
the Canadians and Brits say about a specific country 
on their travel –related websites and compare.

Keep Copies of Passport in Separate Location – Sign 
it and Fill in the Emergency Information

Stolen wallets and backpacks are a good reason why 
experts say students should always carry a spare copy 
of  their passport in a separate location. Better yet, 
keep another copy back in the U.S. with friends and 
family. When a passport is stolen, having the number 
will expedite procedures for a replacement at the 
Consulate. 

Also, it’s a good idea to leave a copy of  itineraries, 
identification documents, like a driver’s license and 
credit cards at home too. 

Register Online with the U.S. Embassy in the 
Country You Will Visit. 

Many Americans don’t register, according to former 
State Department spokesman Ian Kelly. Registration 
works both ways. If  a political protest or natural 
disaster is looming, the Embassy can contact travelers 
via the registration data for evacuation and emergency 
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notification, and if  travelers need Embassy services to 
assist with an ill or injured child, Embassy workers can 
help faster and communicate with loved ones at home 
when the traveler is already in the system. Haiti was a 
tough lesson for many leaders. The State Department 
did not know where to look for many volunteers, 
because the student groups had not registered. 

Assemble U.S. and Overseas Phone Numbers Before 
Travel

If  tragedy strikes, know who to call - both in the 
destination country, and here at home for concerned 
relatives. The Country Specific Information sheet will 
include the local number for the U.S. Embassy and 
family members in the U.S. can call, (202) 647-5225, in 
case of  emergency involving a U.S. citizen. 

Ensure at Least Two Alternate Forms of 
Communication and Financial Access

Some cell phones will work while traveling abroad. 
Check with the provider before departure to verify the 
international calling plan. Then make sure to purchase 
an international calling card for back up. The same 
goes for credit cards and cash access. Traveler’s checks 
are still useful worldwide, but credit cards and debit 
cards are important contingency items. 

Children should not carry large amounts of  money 
and should be allowed to use an ATM for cash 
withdrawals if  needed. A new trend for parents is 
to open a joint bank account with the child before 
travel. Both account holders may be issued a debit 
card which works like a credit card, even in overseas 
locations. This setup allows parents to track expenses 
online and provides the opportunity to add funds 
quickly in case of  emergency. 

Learn Basic Language Phrases and Think Globally 
but Act Locally for Safety Contacts

Saying “please” and “thank you” go a long way 
no matter where kids visit, but being able to ask 
for directions if  lost, and communicating “help” to 
emergency workers really can make a difference. Learn 
basic language phrases. That’s the best advice from 
the Peace Corps. They should know. They believe 
proficiency of  language and connecting to the local 
community are what help most when on an extended 
stay to another country. Exchange students, work and 
study abroad, gap year travelers, and volunteer workers 
are better prepared for emergencies when they have 
integrated into the community. When cell phone lines 
are jammed and every road is blocked, local friends 
know the lay of  the land and can help find medical 
assistance and transportation options faster. 

The Center for Global Education provides a Safety 
Abroad First Education Travel Information (SAFETI) 
Clearinghouse, and they partnered with Peace Corps 
to produce an adapted resource for crisis management, 
rape and personal security abroad.

Mental Health Matters - Know the Phases of Culture 
Shock 

What to do if  kids bump into culture shock? “If  
kids stay squarely in the tourist realm as they travel, 
it may not hit them. But if  they get into the new 
culture, even just a bit, they may encounter reactions 
that surprise and confuse them,“ says Dr. Anne 
Copeland, of  The Interchange Institute. She explains, 
this “culture shock” happens to adults and kids alike, 
usually after a period of  enjoying the novelty of  the 
new culture. After a while, it’s common to (a) want 
to go home, (b) become critical of  the culture or the 
reasons they are there in the first place, and (c) feel all 
the things they feel when they are stressed – fatigue, 
eating too much or too little, general crankiness. 

“Leaders can help by understanding that this is a 
sign that the kids have gone beneath the surface of  
the new culture which, by itself, usually means they 
will have some insightful rewards. Second, know that 
it’s almost always a transitory phase – as they learn 
more about the culture – what they do and don’t like 
there – the edges wear down and they will find a way 
to feel comfortable again. Finally, help the children 
relieve stress by: eating sensibly, getting enough sleep, 
exercising, and getting information through a host 
national who can talk about the cultural differences 
they are seeing.”

Sign a Student Conduct Contract and Get Oriented 

There is often an invincibility factor at play when 
traveling with students. Even the most well-behaved, 
quiet kid can sometimes lose all inhibition in a foreign 
environment without parents, and that results in 
risky behavior. “Having a thorough orientation with 
students concerning what is expected from them, 
and getting detailed documents like a signed behavior 
contract, have helped ensure that although we always 
have unexpected situations, we can deal with them,” 
says Linda Johnsen. She adds “One thing I have 
learned in my many years of  traveling with students is 
that something will always go wrong, usually several 
things on any given trip, but that being prepared will 
help you deal with them, and not let that spoil the 
trip.” 

This article is also available at www.aafsw.org with a list of  
online resources.



After our June 4th 50th anniversary event I 
received several congratulatory emails on our creative 
endeavor to commemorate AAFSW’s 50 years of  
achievements. One particular email said it all: “I 
was never so proud to be part of  an organization 
as I was today!” Both Undersecretary Bill Burns 
and Undersecretary Pat Kennedy, who spoke at the 
beginning and the closing of  our event recognized 
and underscored the contributions this voluntary 
organization has made to effecting positive change 
for the Foreign Service.

But this was not an event celebrated in flowery 
speeches. The musical play, “You’ve Come a Long 
Way (While Going a Long Way) Baby,” said it all. The 
creative authors Patricia Linderman, in Guayaquil, 
and Francesca Kelly, in Washington, D.C., wrote an 
engaging and entertaining one-hour play that spoke 
to the audience. It is amazing to me to see what talent 

we have in our midst. Debbi Miller did yeoman’s work 
in directing and staging a volunteer cast of  singers 
and actors, spinning straw into gold! There were some 
absolutely outstanding performances that brought 
laughter as well as tears to the audience.

If  you missed the event, be sure to go to the 
“Members Only” section of  our website and check 
out the lyrics to the songs, and hum them if  you know 
the tunes! You will be wishing that you were there!  
Several members who attended requested the DVD 
to share with their families, since we did record the 
performance. However the recording was not 100% 
and some songs are not totally audible, so we are 
looking at a possible second performance with a focus 
generating a good quality DVD to share. Stay tuned. 

Enjoy the photos! 
Faye Barnes 

AAFSW President

Happy 50th Birthday AAFSW!

Left: Donna Scharpf, Dianne Bodeen, Wendy 
Welsh, Anne Sullivan - the front row of the “Chorus” 
in outfits from various decades.
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Right: Posters and fashions from each decade, mod-
eled by Sheila Switzer. Posters designed by Robert 
Lovato.
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Above: Accolades for Director Debbi Miller, AAFSW President and actor 
Faye Barnes, and co-author of the play Francesca Kelly.
 
Right: “So we founded a union for the Foreign Service wife!”  -  Pat Hansen, 
Stephanie Kinney, and Dianne Bodeen.

Left: “Listen here, little lady” with Pat Hansen, Duke 
Ryan, and Terry Miller (the Patronizing Men).

Right: “The Re-Naming Shuffle” with Wendy Welsh, 
Shannon Jamison, Dianne Bodeen, Chris Snipes, 
Donna Ayerst, and Faye Barnes.
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As most members know, the Art&BookFair (ABF), 
is the sole fund-raiser for the many AAFSW outreach 
programs, scholarships, and support to the Foreign 
Service community. In recent years, revenues have 
continued to decline (although in 2009 there was a 
modest increase of  $5,000).

Our BookRoom Manager, Ms. Robin Jones, is 
retiring after many years of  extraordinary service in 
organizing, planning, and implementing the ten day 
Art&BookFair and running BookPlace. Mr. Brian 
Neumann will be the new BookRoom Manager and 
we encourage all of  you to support Brian.

If  you have books, art work, souvenirs, or 
tchotchkes to donate to Art&BookFair, please contact 
Brian at 202-223-5796 promptly to arrange for pick-
up. ABF will be unable to accept donations after early 
September.

If  you have never volunteered for Art&BookFair, 
we encourage you to sign-up for a day-long shift. 
Before your assignment, we will send you a very 
helpful orientation guideline which fully explains 
your volunteer duties, responsibilities, and tasks. If  
you have any questions, feel free to ask the Volunteer 
Coordinators, Anne Kauzlarich and B.J. Harrick at 
bookfairvols@aafsw.org. 

In the past, if  you volunteered for a day, please 
consider volunteering for two or more days this 
October. We need many volunteers each day. 

Volunteers are critical to the smooth functioning 
of  the five days when the Fair is open to the public 
and the five days when Art&BookFair is open to 
Department of  State badge holders. Volunteers keep 
the book displays organized, provide information to 
customers, staff  the cashier and wrapping stations, 
as well as provide eyes on the exhibit floor to deter 
pilferage and theft. 

There are several ways to indicate your willingness 
to volunteer. 

1.) Fill out the form on the opposite page and mail 
it to the AAFSW Office.

2.) Go to www.aafsw.org and print out the form to 
fill out and mail in as above.

3.) Email Anne and B.J. at bookfairvols@aafsw.
org.

4.) Contact the AAFSW Office manager at 703-820-
5420 or office@aafsw.org. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the. 
Art&BookFair! We also request that you spread the 
word about the 2010 Art&BookFair. Tell your book 
group friends, your neighbors, and anyone who might 
be interested in this unique book-lovers event!

Volunteer for Art&BookFair 2010!

AAFSW is reviving its spouse oral history program 
begun twenty-four years ago - when a vote was 
required to determine if  an interview should be 
transcribed on a typewriter or a computer! Fortunately, 
the latter method won, as did the decision to house 
our interviews at the Association for Diplomatic 
Studies and Training (ADST). The interviews are now 
available online as part of  the Frontline Diplomacy 
collection at the Library of  Congress.

To recruit new interviewers and establish an up-to-
date interview cohort, AAFSW is sponsoring an oral 
history training session in mid-September (exact time 
and date to be determined later) at ADST. This is 
located at the Foreign Affairs Training Center, where 
spouse transcripts and the supplemental materials that 
support the interviews are also housed.

No previous interview experience is necessary. 
Digital audio recorders and Flip video cameras will be 

provided to spouses who agree to record interviews 
on a long-term basis, both at home and abroad. To 
register for the free training session call Barbara at the 
AAFSW office, 703 820-5420 or e-mail office@aafsw.
org. We will establish a mutually convenient training 
date for anyone who is interested. 

“Now is the time to interview the next generation 
of  spouses,” noted Jewell Fenzi, longtime chair of  
the oral history program. Jewell and her original 
committee interviewed spouses whose experiences 
predated the founding of  the modern Foreign Service 
in 1924. “The change in the spouse role is so dramatic 
that the earliest spouses we interviewed would not 
recognize today’s spouse expectations as the same life 
experience.” 

Jewell Fenzi
AAFSW Oral History Project Chairperson

AAFSW Spouse Oral History Training Session
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Please sign up no later than September 10 in order to allow time to have special Diplomatic Security badges 
prepared and to schedule volunteer shifts. Thanks in advance for any support you can provide! We can’t do it without you!

Name:____________________________________

Address:__________________________________

_________________________________________

Telephone number(s):_______________________

Email:____________________________________

Do you have a Department of State badge? 

 Yes p No p

If you do not have a Department of State badge, 
please provide the following information:

Date of birth:________________________________

Driver’s License (with state) or Passport #: 
 __________________________________________

This information is required by Department of State Security.
If you volunteered last year, we should have your address 
and security information. Your name and days/times you are 
available are all we need.

i WOuLd LikE TO assisT: 
 
❏ Cashiering ❏ general Duties as assigneD  
❏ neeD a seateD job ❏ van Driver - publiC Days

Please note: The times given are for periods when volunteer work is 
scheduled, not for hours when the Art&BookFair is open to customers.
Early morning volunteers are also needed to watch over ABF from 6:00-
9:00 a.m. (Oct 5-8 and 12-15) when the throughway must be open for 
employees. If you have a State Dept. badge, please consider volunteering 
for this early shift.

OpENiNg 
day

10-1

1-4

OpEN TO 
pubLiC

10-1

1-4

OpEN TO 
pubLiC 
(COLuMbus 
day)

9-1
1-4

buiLdiNg 
pass 
hOLdErs aNd 
guEsTs ONLy

10-4

buiLdiNg 
pass 
hOLdErs aNd 
guEsTs ONLy

10-4

buiLdiNg 
pass 
hOLdErs aNd 
guEsTs ONLy

10-4

buiLdiNg 
pass 
hOLdErs aNd 
guEsTs ONLy

10-4

OpEN TO 
pubLiC

9-1

1-4

CLEaN up 
day

OpEN TO 
pubLiC

9-1

1-4

Please mail this form to AAFSW, 4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214, Arlington, VA 22203. You may also 
email your name, volunteer days, and hours to office@aafsw.org or bookfairvols@aafsw.org. Please try to 
honor your commitment because we really do depend on you!

Yes, I want to help at Art&Bookfair’10! 
October 8-17, 2010

Please circle the shifts that you are willing to work. The more the merrier!

sET-up

9-12 

12-3

sET-up

9-12 

12-3

5 6 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18

3 74
Sunday Monday WednesdayTuesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OpEN TO 
pubLiC

9-1

1-4

sET-up

9-12 

12-3

TO bE 
dETErMiNEd
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OFFIcErS

Honorary President
Lisa Carty

President 
Faye Barnes 
president@aafsw.org

Presidents Emeritae 
Judy Felt 
Terri L. Williams 
Mette Beecroft  
emerita@aafsw.org

1st Vice-President 
Elaine Neumann 
Tel: 703-920-5773 
vicepresident1@aafsw.
org

2nd Vice-President 
Alicia Wilkinson 
vicepresident2@aafsw.
org

Board Secretary 
Barbara Ratigan 
Tel: 703-536-2015 
secretary@aafsw.org

Treasurer 
Lucy Whitley 
Tel: 703-536-2183 
treasurer@aafsw.org

Assistant Treasurer 
Anna Dworken 
treasurer2@aafsw.org

Membership 
Debbi Miller 
Tel: 703-470-6160 
membership@aafsw.org

Programs 
Sheila Switzer 
Tel: 703-569-8867  
programs@aafsw.org

Public relations 
Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497 
publicrelations@aafsw.
org 

Forum 
Judy Felt 
Tel: 703-370-1414

Art&BookFair 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
bookfair@aafsw.org

ADMInISTrATIOn 
& SErVIcES

AAFSW Office 
4001 North Ninth Street 
Suite 214 
Arlington, VA, 22203 
Tel: 703-820-5420 
Fax: 703-820-5421 
office@aafsw.org

creative Director  
(newsletter and 
Website)
Kelly Bembry Midura 
Tel: 703-860-6723 
kelly@aafsw.org

Housing Desk 
Employee 
Services Center 
Main State, Room 1252 
Tel: 202-647-3573  
Tel: 202-647-3086  
housing@aafsw.org 
Lesley Dorman 
Tel: 202-484-3497

Book room  
Main State 
Room B-816 
Brian Neumann 
Tel: 202-223-5796 
bookroom@aafsw.org

Livelines Moderators
Bert Curtis 
Jen Dinoia 
livelines@aafsw.org

cOMMITTEE 
cHAIrS

AFSA Liaison 
Patty Ryan 
Tel: 202-966-7696 
Fax: 202-362-1716 
Ann La Porta 
Tel. 202-248-4246 
afsarep@aafsw.org

Archivist 
TBA

Art corner 
Dianne Bodeen 
Marian Rondon 
artcorner@aafsw.org

“cLOs to Home” 
coordinator 
Donna Ayerst 
703-759-1124 
clogroup@aafsw.org

Foreign-Born Spouses 
Group 
Elizabeth Sachero-
Perez 
703-774-7448 
fbspouses@aafsw.org

French Group 
Christel McDonald 
Tel: 703-525-9755 
frenchgroup@aafsw.org

Legislative Liaison 
TBA 
congressrep@aafsw.org

Oral History 
Jewell Fenzi 
Tel: 202-387-4024 
Pat Schofield 
Tel: 202-363-2881 
oralhistory@aafsw.org

Playgroup coordinator 
Katarina Mead 
playgroup@aafsw.org

Post representatives 
Vacant

Scholarships 
Carolyn Connell 
Tel: 703-241-2422 
scholarship@aafsw.org

Senior Living 
Marguerite Anderson 
Tel: 301-652-5433 
seniorliving@aafsw.org

SOSA  
Cathy Salvaterra 
Tel: 703-538-1133 
sosa@aafsw.org

State Liaison 
Mette Beecroft 
Tel: 301-320-7698 
Fax: 301-320-0963 
staterep@aafsw.org

Women in Transition 
Nancy Longmyer 
Tel: 703-532-4694 
divorce@aafsw.org


