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Upcoming events

Tuesday, November 12:
Happy Hour and Art/Business 
Fair, 6-9 p.m. at the Oakwood 
Falls Church. 

Tuesday, December 3:
AAFSW Awards Ceremony, 
featuring the Secretary of 
State Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA), 
10 a.m. - 12 noon, Main State.

Please confirm all events on 
our website, our Facebook page, 
or via office@aafsw.org before 
attending.

AAFSW
4001 North Ninth Street
Suite 214
Arlington, VA 22203
Tel: 703-820-5420
Fax: 703-820-5421
office@aafsw.org
www.aafsw.org

This year AAFSW received seventeen nominations from posts in all of  the 
six geographic regions. AAFSW thanks those posts and individuals who took the 
time to nominate these volunteers. All the nominees’ remarkable activities have 
had a profound impact on Mission and host-country communities overseas. 

AAFSW is pleased to announce the 2013 winners of  the Secretary of  State’s 
Award for Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad:

SOSA Winners Announced

SOSA 2013 winner Megan Gallardo with a furry friend in La Paz, Bolivia.

Continued on page 2.

AF Elizabeth Orlando 
Abuja, Nigeria

EAP Jameson DeBose 
Bangkok, Thailand

EUR Marilyn Kott 
Pristina, Kosovo

NEA Amber Boyd-Eihlolzer 
Amman, Jordan

SCA Gretel Patch 
Kathmandu, Nepal

WHA Megan Gallardo 
La Paz, Bolivia

Summaries of  their volunteer accomplishments along with photos will be 
posted on the AAFSW website and featured in the December Global Link.

Find Us on Facebook
As part of our mission to 
connect the Foreign Service 
community at home and 
abroad, AAFSW regularly 
posts up-to-date news about 
our own activities and events 
on Facebook. We also use the 
page to share photos, videos, 
and other items that we are not 
able to include in the Global 
Link, and to highlight interest-
ing or outstanding blog posts 
by members of our community.
Become a fan of AAFSW on 
Facebook today by clicking 
the Like button on the front 
page of our website, aafsw.org, 
or going directly to facebook.
com/aafsw.  

http://www.aafsw.org
mailto:office@aafsw.org
http://papagaiobrasilia.wordpress.com
www.aafsw.org
www.aafsw.org
http://www.facebook.com/aafsw
http://www.facebook.com/aafsw
http://facebook.com/aafsw
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From the 
President’s 
Desk...

Patricia Linderman
president@aafsw.org

Lara L Center
AAFSA SOSA Award Coordinator

sosa@aafsw.org

The annual AAFSW Awards Program will take 
place on Tuesday, December 3, 2013.  The awards 
ceremony will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. and 
refreshments will not be served until completion 
of  the program at 11:30. From 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 
noon members and guests can mingle and enjoy the 
opportunity to personally chat with the 2013 award 
winners. The program is free to all AAFSW members, 
DOS employees and guests of  winners, outside guests 
will be asked to pay $15.

Please RSVP using the coupon on page 3, or 
register and pay online at www.aafsw.org.

SOSA, from page 1.

“This is my favorite time of  year.”
“I know it’s fall when I see people setting up the 

BookFair.”
“This is the best form of  recycling.”
“We’ll be here as long as the State Department stays 

open!”
These are some of  the comments I heard while 

helping out at AAFSW’s 53rd annual Art&BookFair in 
the State Department’s Exhibit Hall in October.

In spite of  numerous setbacks—including the 
government shutdown and an extremely rainy 
first weekend—the Fair went very well, grossing 
$64,589.15, a figure very similar to last year’s. 
These funds are a key source of  support for our 
operations and initiatives for our community as well as 
scholarships for Foreign Service youth.

Dozens of  volunteers worked hard for weeks 
and months to make this happen. Some have been 
involved with the Fair for 20 years or more; some 
helped for the first time this year. 

And as I’m sure you all are sadly aware, one 
very special volunteer was missing: Judy Felt, our 
Art&BookFair chair, was preparing for the Fair when 
she was taken from us by a sudden illness in July. 
Devastated but determined, the rest of  the team 
stepped up and made the Fair a success in Judy’s 
name.

Experienced volunteer Anne Kauzlarich and 
AAFSW Treasurer Lucy Whitley came forward as 
informal co-chairs, and others redoubled their efforts. 
Mette Beecroft worked hard behind the scenes to 
make things work within the Department; Christa 
Newton, June Carmichael, and Katarina Hamilton 
managed the Art Corner with creativity and flair 
(a year-long effort including appraisal and pricing); 
Christa Newton,  June Carmichael, and Katarina 
Hamilton managed the Art Corner with creativity and 
flair; while Anna Dworken handled sales of  rare and 

valuable books in the Collector’s Corner. AAFSW’s 
part-time employees, Book Operations Manager 
Brian Neumann and Office Manager Barbara Reioux, 
went well beyond their duties to manage and direct 
volunteers. 

Heartfelt thanks are also due to the hundreds of  
donors who provided the Fair’s raw material, including 
noteworthy coin and stamp collections, a Taif  wedding 
dress from Saudi Arabia, a sculpture from the Senoufo 
people of  Ivory Coast, and books ranging from 
Tom Clancy novels to “Drinking Scenes in Scottish 
Literature.” Besides dedicating the Fair to Judy this 
year, we also launched a scholarship fund in her 
memory, for a Foreign Service high school senior or 
college student showing extraordinary achievement in 
community service. I am very proud to report that this 
scholarship fund now stands at over $4,200, providing 
an endowment for an ongoing yearly award. 

I was awed and humbled to see the generosity 
and hard work of  our members and supporters. The 
Art&BookFair is a huge amount of  work: collecting, 
sorting, pricing, shelving, selling and cleaning up. But 
the positive spirit and camaraderie of  our diverse team 
of  volunteers makes the work enjoyable; the funds 
raised support AAFSW’s services to the community; 
and the enthusiasm of  our customers -- who lined up 
ten deep at the registers on Opening Day -- makes it 
all worthwhile. 

Thank you all for an enjoyable and successful 
Art&BookFair 2013, and I hope to see you as a donor, 
volunteer and shopper (most of  us are all three!) at 
next year’s Fair! 

mailto:president@aafsw.org
mailto:sosa%40aafsw.org?subject=
http://www.aafsw.org
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December 3 program: AAFsW Awards ceremony

_______________________________________________
Name (as you wish it to appear on the name tag)

_______________________________________________
Date of Birth and Passport or Driver’s License Number

_______________________________________________
Telephone

_______________________________________________
Name of guest(s), D.O.B.’s and Passport or Driver’s License Numbers

_______________________________________________

tuesday, December 3rd, 2013 
Annual AAFsW/sosA Awards ceremony 

Please reply no later than Tuesday, November 
26, 2013. The event takes place on Tuesday, 
December 3rd from 10 a.m to 12 noon at the 
Department of State (C Street Entrance.) This 
event is FREE for AAFSW members. Guests 
pay $15 each. Send this form with payment to:

AAFSW Reservations
4001 North Ninth Street, Suite 214
Arlington, Virginia 22203

You may also reserve and pay online in the 
members-only section at www.aafsw.org.

The Foreign Service Youth Foundation (FSYF) 
invites volunteers (FSOs, EFMs, now-adult-FS-
Kids) to join the 2014-16 FSYF Board of  Directors 
and Executive Committee. If  you enjoy planning 
and implementing special events and activities for 
elementary-, middle-, &/or high school-aged children 
of  the Foreign Service, FSYF needs you. If  your talent 
is persuasive writing and speaking, FSYF needs you. 
If  you have skill & experience in creative fund-raising, 
FSYF needs you. If  you love FS Kids, FSYF needs 
you!

FSYF is the only 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated exclusively to the support of  children 
of  employees of  the US Foreign Affairs Agencies. 
Through publications, outreach, workshops and 
regular family events, FSYF helps young people 
adapt to their changing environments, as they 
transition between posts worldwide. FSYF strives to 
help Foreign Service Youth embrace the adventure: 
encouraging resilience, fostering camaraderie, and 
celebrating achievements.

If  you love FS kids and if  you plan to be in the DC 
area for the next 2 years, please consider joining the 
FSYF Board of  Directors. 

For more information and to access the application 
form, please go to fsyf.org/board/board.html. Or 
contact the FSYF Executive Director Jennifer Odlum 
at 703-731-2960 or at fsyf@fsyf.org.

FSYF Seeks Volunteer 
Board MembersAAFSW Volunteer and “PROPS” Founder 

Bob Castro 
Bob Castro, the founder of  “Professional Partners/

Spouses of  the Foreign Service” (PROPS) and an 
active volunteer with AAFSW’s EFM Employment 
Committee, is the winner of  the 2013 Eleanor 
Dodson Tragen Award, presented by DACOR, which 
recognizes a family member who has effectively 
advocated for family member rights and benefits. 

The Tragen Award, which includes a cash award 
of  $2000, will be presented at the AAFSW Awards 
Ceremony on December 3. Through PROPS, 
spouses/partners can network about career issues 
and gain group access to benefits negotiated by Bob, 
who has extensive high-level government and private 
sector experience. PROPS can be found on the career 
network LinkedIn, or e-mail AAFSW at office@aafsw.
org to be put in touch with Bob. 

Congratulations to Bob on this well-deserved 
honor!

Tragen Award Winner

http://fsyf.org/board/board.html
mailto:fsyf@fsyf.org
mailto:office%40aafsw.org?subject=
mailto:office%40aafsw.org?subject=
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Having recently moved back overseas, I have been 
reminded of  how crucial a tool the Internet can be. 
From organizing the move itself, to paying bills on my 
phone via our bank application, I am very lucky that 
we do not have to stress about mail delays or worries 
that we can’t keep in touch with family and friends.

Our USAA Federal Savings Bank BillPay system has 
been especially useful during our move and settling 
into our new home. We’ve been able to pay our 
monthly bills and even send e-checks to our contractor 
who helped with home repairs.  It has been nothing 
short of  a lifesaver.

Recently I wondered if  I could use our USAA 
service to donate to AAFSW. I know that AAFSW 
accepts PayPal however that service charges a fee 
to AAFSW for each transaction. Although Paypal is 
handy when I need to pay quickly, I also like to ensure 
that my favorite non-profits are receiving as much of  
my donation as possible. 

The USAA BillPay system worked perfectly. A 
check arrived at the AAFSW office within a week, with 
no fees charged on either end. Many banks, including 
USAA, the State Department Federal Credit Union 
(SDFCU), and the Navy Federal Credit Union, as well 
as mainstream banks such as Citibank and Bank of  
America offer similar services. Here’s how you can 
submit donations, and/or pay a friend or schedule an 
e-bill, without stressing about stamps, envelopes or 
fees paid by either you or the recipient. 

Please note, I will describe this process using 
USAA’s BillPay system, with AAFSW as an example 
payee. Other banks mentioned above have similar 
systems, but some do charge fees for inactivity (this 
should not be an issue if  you are using it frequently). 
Therefore, it’s important to read the “Frequently 
Asked Questions” when signing up for any such 
service. 

In order to get started, simply follow the steps 
below: 

1.) At the USAA website (usaa.com), sign in with 
your username, password, and PIN. 

2.) On the next screen, you will see several items 
listed in a navy-blue header across the top. Click on 
the 5th item listed, “My Account Tools.”

3.) Click on “Pay Bills.”

4.) Look to the right of  the screen at the column 
entitled, “Account Services,” and click on the 4th item, 
“Add a Payee.”

5.) You will then need to search by name or phone 
number. I tried searching for “AAFSW” and came 
up with nothing, so then searched by phone number 
which yielded this result: “Aafsw.” Depending on your 
search term, you could end up with several possible 
matches. Check to ensure you have selected the 
correct person or organization.

6.) Click in the circle next to the name that you 
know to be correct. The next screen will be an address 
confirmation. (Please note that for AAFSW the 
address does not include the suite number, but you 
can and should add that later in the process.)

7.) Once you have confirmed the address match, 
a new screen will appear that allows you to edit the 
address and add a nickname. You may now enter 
“Suite 214” (if  adding AAFSW as a payee) or any 
other edits the address needs. Once you are finished, 
simply click “Submit.”

8.) Congratulations! Your payee has been added 
and now you can send in a donation or membership 
renewal. Not only will your check arrive by mail in a 
timely manner (generally a week or so), but you will 
be able to edit or cancel the payment up until the day 
before it is scheduled to be sent.

Now that you have created an account, just a few 
more steps to send a payment:

1.) Click on My Account Tools.

2.) Click on Pay Bills, which opens up your bill pay 
account list. 

3.) Click in the amount box next to “AAFSW.” 
Enter the amount, click in the arrival date box (or click 
on the pop-up calendar), and last, but not least, enter 
a memo. This is your chance to indicate whether you 
are sending a general donation or a renewal of  your 
membership.

An Easy Solution to Paying Anyone Online

http://www.usaa.com
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Join us for a great event on Tuesday, November. 
12, from 6-9 p.m. in the Capitol Room, Oakwood 
Apartments, 501 Roosevelt Blvd., Falls Church, VA 
22044. 

We're combining the popular AAFSW Happy Hour 
with an Art and Business Fair to showcase the creative 
and professional talents of  EFMs.

Please join us to:
Welcome new spouses/partners to the Foreign 

Service community
Network with EFM artists and entrepreneurs
Shop for holiday gifts and great services from EFM 

businesses!
Enjoy wine, tapas and great conversation
Learn more about useful Foreign Service groups 

and resources
If  you have a business of  any kind (including 

freelance work) or a creative pursuit, whether paid 
or not, please become an exhibitor! You are very 
welcome to sell your work and/or find new clients 
at the Fair.  The only requirements are current 
membership in AAFSW and a contribution to our 
refreshment table.

Even if  you are not in the DC area, we would be 
happy to display samples of  your work, brochures, etc.

To RSVP, ask questions, or sign up as an exhibitor, 
please contact office@aafsw.org or (703) 820-5420.

We hope to see you on November 12, because 
we truly believe we are all in this together!  Come 
network, support EFM businesses, and make some 
new friends!

Happy Hour 
and EFM Art/
Business Fair 
Tuesday, November 12

4.) Scroll down to the bottom of  your bill pay list, 
and there will be a green button labeled “Submit” to 
the right. Click it, and your payment is ready to be 
sent.

It took me no longer than five minutes to create 
my AAFSW payment account. I can then access this 
any time I log into USAA, so that I can pay whether 
I am on my iPhone, iPad or PC. If  I am going to 
the trouble of  sending in a donation or renewing 
my membership, I want the entire amount to go to 
the organization, with no fees deducted. In any case, 
having an alternative way to pay someone without 
having to actually mail a check from post is an 
extremely useful. USAA and other banks are ready to 
assist, no matter where in the world we are living.

Jen Dinoia is the 
moderator of  AAFSW’s 
“Livelines” email 
group, and currently 
co-Community Liaison 
Office Coordinator in 
Managua, Nicaragua. In 
her very rare spare time, 
Jen can be found blogging 
at dinoiafamily.typepad.
com.

A Dimanche 
Prochain

A Memoir of Survival 
in World War Two 
France

AAFSW member 
Jacqueline Mendels Birn 
has written an account 
of  her experiences as a 
Jewish “hidden child” 
in a small French village 
during the Nazi occupation 
of  France. 

Read more about the book and purchase it in 
either print and electronic format on her website, 
www.jacquelinemendelsbirn.com.

mailto:office@aafsw.org
http://www.dinoiafamily.typepad.com
http://www.dinoiafamily.typepad.com
http://www.jacquelinemendelsbirn.com
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The budget presented is for AAFSW’s 2014 fiscal 
year which runs from July 1, 2013, through June 30, 
2014. The actual income and expense numbers for 
FY 2013 and FY 2012 are based on AAFSW’s Profit 
and Loss Statement and on the financial statements 
prepared by Ribis, Jones and Maresca, P.A., certified 
public accountants. The Oral History Project 
monies, the AAFSW Secretary of  State’s Award for 
Outstanding Volunteerism Abroad (SOSA) funds, and 
the Spousal Professional Development Fellowships 
funds are accounted for separately and are not 
included in the budget. They are reported below.

Fiscal Year 2013
Income in FY 2013 increased from the previous 

fiscal year. Income was up for BookRoom and 
membership dues. Currently 70% of  our income 
comes from Art&BookFair and BookRoom sales and 
17% from membership dues. 

Expenses decreased and were lower than income. 
Our $2,000 merit scholarship and $750 community 
charities contributions for FY 2013 were made after 
the end of  the fiscal year and, therefore, do not appear 
in last year’s expenses. Funds were advanced for the 
publication of  the newest AAFSW book, The Foreign 
Service Companion: Moving Your Household Without 
Losing Your Mind, and will be repaid from royalties.

Fiscal Year 2014
The budget for FY 2014 is based on the FY 2013 

and FY 2012 income and expense numbers. Every 
effort will be made to reduce expenses while hoping 
for a successful Art&BookFair and continued increases 
in membership. 

AAFSW’s contribution to the AAFSW/AFSA 
scholarship program will be $9,975. Additionally, 
$5,000 will be distributed in merit scholarships by 
AAFSW. Funds which have been collected for a 
community service scholarship in Judy Felt’s memory 
have not been included in this budget but will also be 
awarded by AAFSW. 

A new five year lease has been signed for our office 

space in Arlington. It is identical to the one we signed 
five years ago, meaning that our rent for FY 2014 will 
revert to the same amount we paid in FY 2009.

Money for Public Relations will go to pay for the 
Happy Hours for prospective members which have 
been very well attended this year but financed from 
the Board Allowance and members contributions of  
refreshments.

Investments
As of  June 30, 2013, AAFSW had investments of  

$223,210. We had a net capital gain (due to changes 
in mutual fund share prices) for the year of  $14,498. 
Dividends and interest are re-invested in order to 
increase the total amount of  our investments. Our 
investment advisor is Rose Price at VLP Financial 
Advisors.

Summary of Other Accounts 
In December 2012 six SOSA awards of  $2,500 

each were given to recognize outstanding volunteers at 
posts abroad.

Five Spousal Professional Development Fellowships 
were awarded in 2009. The funds for three awards 
have been disbursed to date including one in the last 
fiscal year.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee met four times during the 

year. This year we welcomed Lara Center, First Vice 
President, and Carmen Geis, Assistant Treasurer, to 
the finance committee. Other committee members are 
Anne Cekuta, Carolyn Connell, Anna Dworken, Elaine 
Neumann, Patty Ryan, Terry Walsh, and Lucy Whitley. 

Questions
If  you have any questions or concerns about the 

budget or would like a computer print-out of  the 
Profit and Loss statement, please call Lucy Whitley at 
703-536-2183. Also call if  you would like to attend a 
Finance Committee meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucy M. Whitley, Treasurer 

treasurer@aafsw.org

Treasurer’s Report

Summary of All Accounts
      6/30/12 Income Expenses 6/30/13
AAFSW (including Investments)  $238,821 $161,658 $122,122 $278,357
SOSA      $77,839 $15,954 $17,316 $76,477
Spousal Development Fellowships  $4,491  $7  $411  $4,087
Oral History Project    $3,551  $5  $0  $3,556

mailto:mailto:treasurer%40aafsw.org?subject=


Budget Actual Budget Actual
Fiscal Year Ending June 30 2014 7/1/12-6/30/13 2013 7/1/11-6/30/12
Income
Amazon.com program $700 $997 $600 $715
Art & BookFair $65,500 $66,652 $65,000 $67,306
BookRoom $35,000 $36,458 $35,000 $34,461
Carryover from previous fiscal year $12,700 $0 $6,100
Contributions to scholarshuips, headquarters,memorials $450 $610 $800 $824
Dividends & interest $9,000 $9,605 $9,000 $9,720
Membership dues $24,500 $25,505 $21,000 $22,014
Program fees - 8th Floor $3,500 $5,717 $3,200 $3,048
Realities of FS Life - sales and royalties $800 $1,530 $1,400 $568
Miscellaneous (including 50th anniversary DVD) $50 $86 $50 $33
Total Income $152,200 $147,160 $142,150 $138,689

Budget Actual Budget Actual
Expenses 2014 2013 2013 2012

Audit $3,300 $2,950 $3,300 $2,900
Art & BookFair inc.sales tax,charge fees $26,000 $16,406 $23,000 $19,736
BookRoom inc.sales tax,charge fees $4,500 $4,135 $4,500 $4,042
Capital Improvements $500 $228 $200 $301
Donations
     Scholarships - $14,500 + donations $15,000 $7,560 $9,660 $11,688
     FS Community $2,400 $1,751 $2,400 $1,755
     Community Charities $750 $0 $700 $750
Employer’s Payroll Expenses $4,140 $3,839 $4,000 $3,976
General
     Annual Dues $75 $80 $75 $150
     Bank Fees $100 $50 $300 $59
     Board Allowance $500 $595 $450 $582
     Investment Advisory Fees $1,300 $1,106 $1,100 $742
     Public Relations $1,200 $0 $1,530 $18
     President’s Allowance $250 $0 $250 $0
Insurance-WorkComp,Liability,Director’s $3,550 $3,358 $3,550 $3,407
Membership
     Newsletter-editor,printing,mailing,etc. $5,500 $4,511 $6,100 $5,891
     Mailings,brochures,charge fees,etc. $3,000 $2,461 $2,000 $2,203
     Website-webmaster,etc. $4,300 $3,743 $3,900 $4,173
     Media Director $3,300 $3,000 $3,000 $3,000
New Initiatives $5,000 $0 $5,000
Office Rent $8,520 $9,785 $9,800 $9,414
Other Office Expenses - telephone,supplies,etc. $2,200 $2,173 $2,600 $2,316
Programs - 8th Floor $3,500 $5,654 $3,200 $3,438
Program Support - Housing office,playgroup,etc. $100 $25 $100 $0
Realities of FS Life expenses $700 $1,166 $700 $249
Salaries $52,000 $47,645 $50,585 $50,358
Miscellaneous (Business License & 50th DVD) $515 $0 $150 $338

Total Expenses $152,200 $122,221 $142,150 $131,486
Net $0 $24,939 $0 $7,203
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AAFSW now offers free classified advertisements to its 
members. The Global Link is sent by mail and electronically to 
our members and to Community Liaison Offices worldwide for 
a sizable total monthly readership.
Do you have a business or service that you would like to ad-
vertise to the Foreign Service community? Send a brief notice 
(100 words or less) to office@aafsw.org for approval with the 
subject line AD FOR GLOBAL LINK. If you have a business 
website, it can be hyperlinked in the electronic version of the 
newsletter, so please include your URL. Advertisements will 
run on a space-available basis for one month at a time and 
will rotate in order of receipt.
We also accept classified advertising for real estate rentals 
and sales, as well as sales of other items (cars etc.) on our 
website, www.aafsw.org. View or submit ads on the website. 
Not a member of AAFSW? Join now! Apply online at our 
website: http://www.aafsw.org/aafsw/membership.htm.

Classified Advertising

Welcome To Our New And Returning Members 

Thank You to These Generous Donors

New Passport Career Tool Available for EFMs 
Researching Employment Options

If you are researching your onward assignment, consider 
using Passport Career (passportcareer.com) as an added tool 
for identifying employment options on the local economy.
The FSI Transition Center, in collaboration with the Family 
Liaison Office (FLO), is providing access to Passport Career, 
a non-government online employment and career advising 
website. Access to the site is available to Eligible Family 
Members (EFMs) at posts worldwide until December 31, 
2013, through a generous grant from the Una Chapman Cox 
Foundation.
Passport Career provides valuable information to help explore 
employment opportunities around the world. In addition to 
offering extensive resources, guidance, strategies, tools and 
support, Passport Career also provides country-specific tips 
and an international jobs/intern portal that lists more than 
1,000,000 jobs/internships in over 200+ countries, updated 
daily.
To Access Passport Career, send an email to FSITC@state.
gov and request a logon. In the email, please indicate your 
name, agency affiliation, and employee sponsor.
Access is available only for EFMs at embassies and consul-
ates overseas, or those currently posted to the United States.
Passport Career is intended to complement the services of 
FLO and FSI’s EFM Employment Training and Overseas 
Briefing Center (OBC) programs.
For FLO employment programs and services, including 
bi-lateral work agreements, visit: state.gov/m/dghr/flo. For FSI 
EFM Training, visit: state.gov/m/fsi/tc.

FLO Survey
FLO is conducting a survey of employees and family members 
to learn more about the Foreign Service community we serve 
and its experiences using FLO resources and services. Your 
participation will help us identify your needs and prioritize our 
resources to better serve you. 
Active-duty direct-hire employees and adult family members 
from all agencies (to include spouses, partners and Members 
of Household) are invited to participate in the survey. The 
survey will close November 15, 2013, so please complete 
your survey today! 

Take the online (Internet) survey today: 
https://hrex.state.gov/flo 

All responses to this survey will be confidential. No person-
ally identifiable information (PII) will be collected. For more 
information contact: FLOAskSurvey@state.gov.

Alexis Alexander
Donna Ayerst
Daisy M. Bachmann
Susan Y. Burkhalter
Darcey Bittner Crawford
Kathryn R. Epperson
Spencer M. Fields
Luciana Hare
Vanessa H. Harper
Mark G. Jackson
Anthony P. Lew
Stephen Martelli
Maggy Morse
Monique R. Nathan

David R. Patterson
Lisa Jo Petersen
Nisha Singh Pryor
Marian Rondon
Meridith Sloan
Kaukab Jhumra Smith
Justin D. F. Sosne
Michele S. Sumka
Debra Moore Thompson
David D. Tietze
Milcho Uzunov
Jennifer McHale Watson
Teresa Weinger

Faye Barnes
Carmen Geis
Melissa Hess
Anne Kauzlarich
Ann LaPorta
Jane and Gary McDevitt
Barbara and John Naland

Mary and David Rabadan
Kitty Ray
Maria Sanchez-Carlo
Marcia Scialdo
Margaret Teich
Carole Thoms
Stephen Tordella

mailto:office@aafsw.org
www.aafsw.org
http://www.aafsw.org/aafsw/membership.htm
http://passportcareer.com
mailto:FSITC%40state.gov?subject=
mailto:FSITC%40state.gov?subject=
http://state.gov/m/dghr/flo
http://state.gov/m/fsi/tc
https://hrex.state.gov/flo
mailto:FLOAskSurvey%40state.gov?subject=


Every day, somewhere in the world, Foreign Service community members are in the midst 
of moving. Some have moved a dozen times or more, and lived to tell about it! They tell 
their tales in this book, a collection of advice, stories and entertaining anecdotes to serve as 
your “companion” along the way. Topics covered include:

• leaving the U.S. for an overseas post
• returning “home” to the Washington, D.C., area
• moving to other posts in the U.S.
• sorting and downsizing belongings before packout
• digitizing and backing up important household records
• creating a home inventory
• helping children of various ages deal with a move
• safely shipping pets
• packing for an ordered evacuation from an overseas post
• planning for an unaccompanied tour
• shopping for consumables for a hardship post
• special considerations for foreign-born spouses
• taking care of ourselves during a transfer
• and much more!

Whether you are a veteran of many Foreign Service moves or a brand-new officer or family 
member preparing for your first packout, there is surely something in this book that you can 
use--or at that will at least give you a laugh when you most need one!

New AAFSW Book
Brought to you by Associates of the American Foreign Service Worldwide

Where the Foreign Service becomes a community!

Available now in 
paperback or Kindle 
e-book format from

Amazon.com!

Learn more about 
AAFSW at

www.aafsw.org

On Facebook at 
https://www.

facebook.com/aafsw
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